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the Ethical Trading Initiative in 
the United Kingdom, an alliance 
of companies, government, 
NGOs and trade unions working 
to promote fundamental rights 
through codes of conduct. 

Raul C. Pangalangan, LL.M. 
'86, S.J.D. '90, is dean at the Uni­
versity of the Philippines Law 
School. Last year, he was a visit­
ing professor at HLS. He partici­
pated in the drafting of the 
statute for the international crim­
inal court as a delegate for the 
Philippines and served on an 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) panel of 
experts that examined the status 
of humanitarian rules as interna­
tional custom. His publications 
include a forthcoming essay, "Ter­
ritorial Sovereignty: Command, 
Title and the Expanding Claims 
of the Commons," which will 
appear in Boundaries, Autonomy 
and justice: Diverse Ethical Views. 

Morris Panner '88 is deputy 
chief of narcotics for the U.S. 
Department of Justice. In 1998, 
he was resident 
legal advisor in the 
U.S. Embassy in 
Bogota, Colombia, 
advising on the 
creation of task 
forces to combat 
narcotics, corrup­
tion, human rights 
violations and 
money laundering, 
among other 
things. Previously, 
he was an assistant 
U.S. attorney in 
the Southern District of New 
York and a member of the Orga­
nized Crime and Terrorism Unit. 

Wendy Patten '94 works as spe­
cial counsel to the director of the 
Violence Against Women Office 
at the U.S. Department ofJus­
tice, which oversees implementa­
tion of the Violence Against 
Women Act of 1994. In the 
recent past, she has worked on 
projects to address trafficking in 
women, and has provided train­
ing and technical assistance to 
prosecutors, judges and N GOs 
on domestic violence in Mongo­
lia and Russia. Prior to joining 
the Justice Department in 1997, 
she provided legal services to 
immigrant and refugee women in 
domestic violence, family law and 
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immigration matters at Ayuda in 
Washington, D.C. 

Jehan Perera '87 is media direc­
tor at the National Peace Council 
of Sri Lanka, which is engaged in 
promoting a negotiated settle­
ment to that country's long civil 
war. Last year, he was an interna­
tional fellow at Brandeis Univer­
sity. He is a weekly political 
columnist at a national newspa­
per. He has contributed a chapter 
to Negotiating Peace in Sri Lanka, 
Kumar Rupsinghe, ed., London: 
International Alert 1998. 

Nancy L. Perkins '87, a special 
counsel at Arnold and Porter in 
Washington, D.C., represents the 
Lawyers Committee for Human 
Rights in litigation, and as pro­
ject leader for a study on abuses 
associated with the expedited 
removal provisions of the Immi­
gration Reform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act of 1996. She 
also is assisting the International 
Human Rights Law Group in 
producing a report on the imple­
mentation of U.S. obligations 

under the Conven­
tion on the Elimi­
nation of All Forms 
of Racial Discrimi­
nation. 

Ruth B. Philips 
'89, a former 
public defender, is 
visiting assistant 
professor at the 
University of Con­
necticut School of 
Law. She attended 
the 1998 Rome 

drafting conference for the inter­
national criminal court as a 
member of the Women's Caucus 
for Gender Justice, an NGO 
instrumental in negotiating pro­
visions regarding the investiga­
tion and prosecution of sexual 
and gendered violence during 
armed conflict. Her article, "The 
International Criminal Court 
Statute: Jurisdiction and Admis­
sibility," 9 Crim. L.F (1998), is 
forthcoming. 

Carol Pier '98 is continuing her 
1999-2000 fellowship at Human 
Rights Watch in Washington, 
D.C. She recently published 
"Labor Rights in Chile and 
NAFTA Labor Standards: Qyes­
tions of Compatibility on the Eve 
of Free Trade," 19 Comp. Lab. L. 

and Policy] 185 (Winter 1998). 

Nina Pillard '87 is associate pro­
fessor oflaw at Georgetown Uni­
versity Law Center. On a two­
year leave from the center, she is 
deputy assistant attorney general 
at the Office of Legal Counsel in 
the Department of Justice. Pillard 
recently co-authored "Skeptical 
Scrutiny of Plenary Power: Judi­
cial and Executive Branch Deci­
sion Making in Miller v 
Albright," with T. Alexander 
Aleinikoff, 1999 Sup. Ct. Rev. 1; 
and "Taking Fiction Seriously: 
The Strange Results of Public 
Officials' Individual Liability 
Under Bivens," 87 Geo. UL. Rev. 
1, 1999 forthcoming. 

Navanethem Pillay, S.J.D. '88, 
has been president of the United 
Nations International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda, based in 
Arusha, Tanzania, since June 
1999. She has also served on the 
tribunal as the only woman on 
the bench since 1995.Judge Pillay 
has lectured in public law at the 
University of Natal. She is the 
trustee of Lawyers for Human 
Rights and co-founder and hon­
orary president of the Advice 
Desk for Abused Women in 
South Africa and Equality Now, a 
New York-based organization 
that takes action against viola­
tions of women's human rights. 

Flavia Piovesan, V. F. '95, is the 
coordinator of the 
Human Rights 
Working Group at 
the General State 
Attorney Office in 
the State of Sao 
Paulo in Brazil. 
She continues to 
teach constitutional 
law and human 
rights at the 
Catholic University 
of Sao Paulo. She 
is also a member of 
the Latin Ameri­
can Committee for 
the Defense of 
Women's Rights (CLADEM), 
among other organizations. She 
has authored two books on 
human rights law, Human Rights 
and the Constitutional Internation­
al Law, 1996, 3rd. ed., and 
Human Rights Themes (1998). 

Renzo Pomi, LL.M. '98, is 
deputy secretary and director of 
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the legal department in the Inter­
American Court of Human 
Rights in San Jose, Costa Rica. 
Before that, he worked on the 
final drafting of the Guatemalan 
Truth Commission report. 

Samantha Power '99 is the 
executive director of the Carr 
Center for Human Rights Poli­
cy at the Kennedy School. She 
is currently writing a book on 
American political and legal 
responses to genocide. She edit­
ed, with Kennedy School Pro­
fessor Graham Allison, a book 
on human rights policy tools, 
which will be published in Sep­
tember 2000. 

Francesco Presutti, LL.M. '89, 
is an administrator in the 
General Secretariat of the Coun­
cil of tl1e European Union. 
He provides services to tile coun­
cil bodies responsible for devel­
oping a European migration 
policy. 

Jamin B. Raskin '87 is a professor 
oflaw at American University's 
Washington College of Law and 
an active public interest lawyer. 
His recent law review article, "Is 
This America? The District of 
Columbia and the Right to Vote," 
in 34 Harvard Civil Rights-Civil 
Liberties L. Rev. 39 (Winter 
1999), has led to a new move­
ment for voting rights in the Dis­
trict of Columbia, and a lawsuit, 

Alexander v Daley, 
filed in 1998 by the 
D.C. Corporation 
Counsel. Raskin 
has written a case­
book for high 
school social studies 
classes on the 
Supreme Court's 
treatment of high 
school students 
called The High 
School in the H igh 
Court, which will be 
published in the fall 
of 2000. 

Kerry Rittich, S.J.D. '98, is 
assistant professor at the Faculty 
of Law and Women's Studies 
Programme, University ofToron­
to. She is currently teaching labor 
law, feminist theory and critical 
race theory. Her research deals 
with globalization, gender, 
human rights and labor market 
regulation. 

Deidre Roney '87 retired 
from the Los Angeles District 
Attorney's Office eight years ago, 
to raise her two children, now 
eight and five years old. She 
founded and operates the com­
munity service program at her 
children's public school, where 
she is also currently the PTA 
president. She is helping a friend 
start a charter K-8 school in the 
inner city for poor, immigrant 
children. She is an active 
member of Amnesty Internation­
al and engaged in local work 
against corporations that 
pollute and in support of the 
homeless. 

James Ross '85, V. F. '98, is a 
humanitarian affairs advisor for 
Medecins sans Frontieres in 
Amsterdam, where he focuses on 
the interrelationship between 
humanitarian assistance and the 
promotion of human rights in 
Southeast Asia, West Africa and 
the Balkans. He was a visiting fel~ 
low at the Human Rights Pro­
gram in 1998. Previously, he 
worked on rule oflaw issues for 
the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
in Bosnia and with local NGOs 
in Cambodia for the International 
Human Rights Law Group. 

Brad Roth '87 is assistant profes­
sor of political science and legal 
studies at Wayne State University 
in Detroit, where he teaches 
courses in human rights and 
international law. He is the 
author of Governmental Illegit­
imacy in International Law, 
Oxford University Press 1999; 
and co-editor with Gregory H. 
Fox of Democratic Governance and 
International Law, Cambridge 
University Press, 2000. 

Vincent Rougeau '88 is associate 
professor of law at Notre Dame 
Law School. In July, he became 
associate dean for academic 
affairs. His work with human 
rights has been primarily through 
teaching courses in public inter­
national law and by coaching law 
students in the Jessup and Nia­
gara Moot Court competitions. 
He is a member of the board of 
St. Elizabeth's hospital in Chica­
go, which primarily serves Latin 
American immigrants. 

Raul M. Sanchez '86 continues 
to teach at St. Mary's University 

School of Law in his hometown 
of San Antonio, Texas. He is 
associate professor and director 
of the Inter-American Legal 
Studies Program, which focuses 
primarily on human rights issues 
in the Americas. His recent pub­
lications include "To the World 
Commission on Dams: Don't 
Forget the Law, and Don't For­
get Human Rights-Lessons 
from the U.S.-Mexico Border," 
Inter-American L. Rev. (forth­
coming); "Mexico's Cuchillo 
Dam Project: Development at 
the Expense of a Healthy Envi­
ronment," Borderlines (July 
1999). Sanchez is involved in 
numerous collaborative activities 
with the St. Mary's Human 
Rights Clinic, which is directed 
by his wife, Clinical Professor 
Monica Schurtman. 

Lobsang Sangay, S.J.D. 
candidate, is a Tibetan scholar 
and human rights activist; a for­
mer national leader ofTibetan 
Youth Congress (an NGO in the 
Tibetan Indian exile communi­
ty); and a visiting scholar at the 
HLS East Asian Legal Studies 
Program and the Pacific Basin 
Research Center of Soka 
University. 

Jennifer Schirmer, V. F. '86, 
teaches courses on violence, 
memory and reconciliation in 
both Social Studies and the 
Department of Anthropology at 
Harvard, and is a program associ­
ate at the Weatherhead Center 
for International Affairs. Her 
book, The Guatemalan Military 
Project: A Violence Called Democ­
racy, has been nominated for the 
PIOOM Human Rights Award 
in Leiden. Her current research is 
concerned wiili transitional jus­
tice, memory, truth commissions 
and reconciliation issues in 
Guatemala, Argentina, Bosnia 
and South Africa. 

Jeffrey Selbin '89 is founder and 
director of the HIV/ AIDS Law 
Project at the East Bay Commu­
nity Law Center in Berkeley, 
California, where he works to 
provide civil legal services to low­
income people with HIV/ AIDS. 
He recently co-authored, with 
Mark Del Monte, ''A Waiting 
Room of Their Own: The Family 
Care Network as a Model for 
Providing Gender-Specific Legal 
Services to Women with HIV," 

5:1 Duke] Gender L. and Policy 
(Spring 1998). 

Mortimer Sellers '88 is professor 
of law and director of the Center 
for International and Compara­
tive Law at the University of Bal­
timore School of Law. The Cen­
ter's Human Rights Law Initia­
tive and Democratic Institutions 
Initiative have developed pro­
grams in Bosnia, Brazil, China, 
India, South Africa and Ukraine. 

Francis T. Seow, V. F. '91, cur­
rently a research fellow at the 
HLS East Asian Legal Studies 
Program, monitors the sociopoli­
tics of Southeast Asia, particular­
ly of Singapore and Malaysia. 
His published works include To 
Catch a Tartar: A 
D issident in Lee Kuan Yews 
Prison, and The Media Enthralled: 
Singapore Revisited. He has sever­
al other works in progress, 
including one on the legal 
hounding of a political opposi­
tionist in Singapore. 

Raja Shehadeh, V. F. '88, prac­
tices law in Jerusalem and 
Ramallah. He continues to work 
in human rights, as chairman of 
the board of trustees of the Cen­
ter for Palestine Research and 
Studies, and as a member of the 
board of the Democracy and 
Workers Rights Center. Both 
organizations are active in the 
Palestinian Territory. In 1997, he 
published From Occupation to 
Interim Accords: Israel and the 
Palestinian Territories, which 
includes a legal analysis of the 
Oslo Peace Accords. 

Martin Shupack '92 works for 
the Washington Office of Men­
nonite Central Committee, an 
agency of the Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ churches. He 
does public policy advocacy on 
international issues related to 
human rights, militarism and 
international economic justice. 
He has written "The Demands of 
Dignity and Community: An 
Ecumenical and Mennonite 
Account of Human Rights," 
Conrad Grebel Review 14:3 (Fall 
1996): 241-58; and with Rachel 
Brett, "Human Rights: Dignity, 
Community, Freedom, Trans­
forming Violence: Linking Local 
and Global Peacemaking," 
Robert Herr and Judy Zimmer­
man Herr, eds. 1998. 

Dan Simon, S.J.D. '90, has joined 
the faculty of the law school of 
the University of Southern Cali­
fornia. In the past, he taught a 
course on national security and 
human rights at the Faculty of 
Law, Haifa University, Israel. 

Jean-Marie Simon '91 is counsel 
to the Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO) in Wash­
ington, D.C. She is responsible 
for writing and revising PAHO 
contracts for the supply of phar­
maceuticals and vaccines to 
Latin American and Caribbean 
nations. Between 1989-99, 
Simon served on the Board of 
Human Rights Watch/ Americas. 
Her book, Guatemala: Eternal 
Spring/Eternal Tyranny, is in its 
fourth printing. She is married to 
Ken Anderson '86. They are the 
very proud parents of Renee, 
their six-year-old daughter, who 
currently is obsessed with To Kill 
a Mockingbird and Cyrano de 
Bergerac. 

Kim Slote '95 is founding co­
director of the Women's Rights 
Network (WRN), an interna­
tional human rights organization 
based at the Wellesley Centers 
for Women in Wellesley, Massa­
chusetts. WRN is a human 
rights organization working to 
end domestic violence and sexual 
abuse and to strengthen the 
global women's human rights 
movement using a combination 
of training, organizing, public 
education and participatory 
research. 

John W. Spellman, V. F. '89, is 
professor of Asian Studies and 
director of the Institute of Asian 
Cultures, University of Windsor, 
Ontario, Canada. His research 
focuses on alternative concepts of 
human rights in classical India. 
He serves as consultant to the 
Immigration and Refugee Docu­
mentation Centre, Ottawa, and 
has appeared as expert witness 
and consultant in cases before 
the Canadian Human Rights 
Tribunal, Ontario Human 
Rights Commission and the 
Canadian Immigration and 
Refugee Board. 

Maria Stavropoulou, LL.M. 
'93, is protection officer at the 
UNHCR Branch Office of 
Athens. Previously she worked at 
the United Nations Centre for 
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Human Rights on 
internally displaced 
persons. She has 
done extensive 
legal research and 
writing in the area 
of refugee and 
human rights law. 
Her recent publica­
tions include "Dis­
placement and 
Human Rights: 
Reflections on UN 
Practice," 20 HRQ 
515-552 (1998) 
and a contribution to The Formk­
en People, Roberta Cohen and 
Francis M. Deng, eds. 1998. 

J. Steven Svoboda '91 is founder 
and executive director of Attor­
neys for the Rights of the Child, 
where he works to protect male 
and female children from all 
forms of genital mutilation. In 
July, he addressed an audience of 
3,000 physicians on the human 
rights implications of male cir­
cumcision. Recent publications 
include (with F. Hodges and R. 
Van Howe) "Physician Abuse 
and the Public Health Exception: 
Balancing Human Rights with 
Public Health," British Medical] 
(July 1999). 

Marlyn Tadros, V. F. '99, was 
deputy director of the Legal 
Research and Resource Center 
for Human Rights in Cairo, for 
which she managed People's 
Rights, a human rights journal. 
She currently is director oflnter­
national Programs 
at the Unitarian 
U nivcrsalist Ser­
vice Committee. 

Mariko Takeda, 
V. F. '97-'98, con­
tinues to teach 
constitutional law, 
human rights and 
gender and law at 
Kinjo Gakuin 
University in 
Nagoya, Japan. 
She is also a mem­
ber of the National 
Network Against Campus Sexual 
Harassment. 

Daniel Thomas, V. F. '95, is 
assistant professor of Political 
Science at the University of Illi­
nois at Chicago, where he teaches 
seminars on human rights and on 
ethnic conflict and genocide. His 

Human Rights Program 

publications 
include "The 
Helsinki Accords 
and Political 
Change in Eastern 
Europe," in 
Thomas Risse et 
al., eds.; The Power 
ef Human RightJ, 
Cambridge Uni­
versity Press 1999, 
and The Hel.rinki 
Effect: I11tematio11al 
Norm.r, H11mm1 
Rights and the 

Demise ef Co1111111mis111, Princeton 
University Press, forthcoming. 

David Thronson '94 is an 
instructor in the Lawyering Pro­
gram at New York University 
School of Law. He recently com­
pleted two years as the Gibbons 
Fellow in Public Interest and 
Constitutional Law, during 
which he litigated cases involv­
ing the Convention Against Tor­
ture; the scope of federal habeas 
jurisdiction to review immigra­
tion matters; the constitutionality 
of educational opportunities pro­
vided to urban children in New 
Jersey; discrimination in New 
Jersey State Police hiring prac­
tices and the use of secret evi­
dence in immigration proceed­
ings. Thronson also has served as 
adjunct professor at Seton Hall 
Law School, where he taught 
immigration law, and as a staff 
attorney at The Door's Legal 
Services Center. 

Leonid Tonogin, 
V. F. '90, LL.M. 
'92, is currently 
completing his 
Ph.D. dissertation 
at the Department 
of Human Rights at 
the Institute of 
State and Law in 
the Russian Acade­
my of Science. His 
research focuses on 
the protection of 
rights in times of 
national security 
cns1s. 

Lee Tucker '92 is a consultant 
to Human Rights Watch and 
a criminal defense attorney 
representing the indigent in 
federal court in Tucson, Arizona. 
She authored a report for 
Human Rights Watch on human 
rights violations against farm-

worker teens in the United 
States (1999). 

Deepika Udagama, V. F. '98, is 
on the faculty at the University 
of Colombo, Sri Lanka, where 
she teaches courses on interna­
tional human rights law. She 
remains extensively engaged with 
the University's Centre for the 
Study of Human Rights. She 
was elected as Alternate Member 
from Sri Lanka to the UN Sub­
Commission on Human Rights 
in 1998. She serves on the Inter­
national Advisory Board of the 
Human Rights Advocates based 
in Berkeley, California. 

Takemi Ueno '93 does pro 
bo110 asylum work for the 
Lawyers Committee for Human 
Rights. She has handled a case 
involving a student activist 
from the Ivory Coast, and is cur­
rently advising more junior asso­
ciates at her firm on a case 
involving a political activist 
from Kosovo. 

Alexander M. Vasilescu '87 was 
most recently an election supervi­
sor in Bosnia with the OSCE. 
Currently, he is a senior trial 
counsel with the Division of 
Enforcement at the United States 
Securities and Exchange Com­
mission in New York. 

Jose Miguel Vivanco, LL.M. 
'90, is executive director of the 
Americas Division of Human 
Rights Watch. In the past year, 
he has directed extensive 
research and advocacy projects 
focusing on countries including 
Colombia, Argentina, Chile, 
Mexico, Brazil and Cuba. He is 
also adjunct professor of law at 
Georgetown University Law 
Center and the School of 
Advanced International Studies 
of John Hopkins University. 

Philip Warburg '85 is deputy 
director of the Israel Union for 
Environmental Defense, the 
country's leading environmental 
advocacy group, since January 
1999. Prior to taking this post, he 
was environment director of the 
Israel Cooperative Program 
(ICP), a joint funding initiative 
of the Dorot and Nathan Cum­
mings foundations. Joint Jewish­
Arab initiatives were an impor­
tant focus of this work, both 
within Israel and in a trans-

boundary context (Israel-Pales­
tine-Jordan). 

Veronica M. White '85 is presi­
dent and chief executive officer of 
the New York City Housing 
Partnership, a nonprofit organi­
zation that develops low- and 
moderate-income housing in 
New York City. The Housing 
Partnership works to mobilize 
private sector resources to address 
housing and community needs, 
primarily through the redevelop­
ment of city-owned land and 
buildings. 

Elizabeth Wilcox '98, an honors 
attorney at the U.S. Department 
of the Treasury, has worked on 
community development with the 
Community Development Finan­
cial Institutions (CDFI) Fund, 
which provides grants and loans 
to community-based institutions 
that provide low-income people 
in the U.S. with access to credit. 

John Witte Jr. '85 is Jonas 
Robitscher Professor of Law and 
Ethics and Director of the Law 
and Religion Program at Emory 
University in Atlanta. Professor 
Witte has published widely on 
legal history and comparative 
religious liberty. Among recent 
titles are Religion and the Ameri­
can Comtitutio11al Experiment 
(1999); Prose~ytism and Orthodoxy 
in Russia: The New Warfor Souls, 
with Bourdeaux 1999; and Reli­
gious Human Rights in Global Per­
spective, 2 vols, with van der 
Vyver 1996. 

Alicia Ely Yamin '91 is a staff 
attorney and assistant professor at 
the Law and Policy Project at 
Columbia University School of 
Public Health. She is currently on 
a fieldwork assignment for the 
Law and Policy Project in Lima, 
Peru, working with local NGOs 
to document health-related 
human rights violations. She is 
also on the board of directors of 
Physicians for Human Rights, and 
on the Committee for Scientific 
Freedom and Responsibility of the 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. She 
continues to publish widely on 
issues of health and human rights. 

Katie Zoglin '85 continues to 
teach International Human 
Rights Practice at Stanford Law 
School. ■ 
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activists and lawyers from 
Chad and Senegal. In the sum­
mer of 1999, Genoveva Her­
nandez and Nicolas Seutin, 
both '99 LL.M.'s, traveled to 
Chad as HRP-sponsored 
interns, working in a discreet 
collaboration between HRW 
and Chadian human rights 
organizations. Through persis­
tent efforts in an extremely 
complex and war-torn environ­
ment, they were able to gain 
the confidence of Habre's vic­
tims and collect basic informa­
tion necessary for a trial. 

The next step was equally 
delicate-bringing the evidence 
to court in Senegal without 
sending Habre into flight. This 
task fell largely to another 
HRP alumnus, Pascal Kambale 
LL.M. '99. "Pascal is the 
unsung hero of this affair. If it 
weren't for him, we would 
never have been ready to take 
the case to court," said Brody. 
Kambale had spent the prior 
months traveling for HRW, 
first to Chad to collect victim 
testimonies and then to Sene­
gal to work with local counsel. 

Today, Habre is under house 
arrest in Dakar. A Senegalese 
judge is preparing for a trial 
that may eventually include the 
crimes of torture and crimes 
against humanity that the 
HRP-HRW collaboration 
worked to document. 

Henigson Gift to 
Fund Fellowships 

Helping graduates to begin 
human rights careers has long 
been one of the Human Rights 
Program's prime goals. Thanks 
to a substantial gift from 
Robert '55 and Phyllis Henig­
son, the program can now start 
to do that. In the academic year 
2000-2001, HRP will initiate 
attractive fellowships abroad for 
graduating JD. students. It will 
offer two Henigson Human 

Remembering Neelon Tiruchelvam 

On July 29, 1999, Neelon Tiruchelvam S.J.D. 
'73 was blown up in his car by a suicide 
bomber in Colombo, Sri Lanka. The murder was 
most likely carried out by the Liberation Tamil 
Tigers of Eelam {LTTE), the unbending rebel mov&­
ment fighting for Tamil independence. The 
tragedy sent shock waves through the many com­
munities touched by his life-political, academic 
and human rights. 

Tiruchelvam was a beloved and admired fig­
ure who had studied at Harvard Law School and 
was to have been a visiting professor at Harvard 
last autumn. He founded on internationally 
known institution in Sri Lanka to study ethnic con­
Aict and served as a member in the Sri Lankan 
Parliament. His public and relentless work as a Tamil disagreeing with the 
LTTE demand for sovereign independence and strategy of terrorism, put him 
at constant risk for his life. So did his support for a constitutional strategy of 
devolution of power. He had a worldwide reputation for his efforts within 
UN bodies and elsewhere to find solutions to ethnic conflicts. 

I Some 350 people 
(above) observed 
a moment of silence 
for Neelon Tiruchel­
vam (below) at 
the opening of 

Rights Fellowships annually. 
Each will carry an award of 
about $20,000 to enable the 
student holder to spend at least 
ten months as an intern at a 
human rights nongovernmental 
organization in a developing 
country. In a few circumstances, 
such as commitment to a judi­
cial clerkship for the year after 
graduation, the program will 
allow students to defer the 
work abroad for one year. 

The program anticipates 
intense student interest in these 
fellowships, given their intrinsic 
importance and their capacity 

At a memorial service orga­
nized by HRP at Harvard Law 
School last September, his family 

HRP's anniversary 
celebration. 

joined about seventy-five guests in commemorating his 
life. Dean Robert Clark, Anthropology Professor Stanley 
Tambiah, President Clarence Dias of the International 
Centre for Law in Development, HLS Professor Roberto 
Unger, HRP Director Henry Steiner and Tiruchelvam's 
son, Mithran Tiruchelvam, gave short tributes. "The 
schemes of reform I liked to discuss with him he consid­
ered with benevolent skepticism," said Professor Unger, 
his classmate from HLS. "He understood, intuitively and 
from the outset, what it has taken me so long to appr& 
ciate: that all such plans come to nothing unless we 
achieve them on the ground of human reconciliation." 

A video version of the memorial is available at 
www.law.Harvard.edu/Programs/HRP. 

to heighten their holders' 
chances for finding ongoing 
human rights work. 

Joffe's Dedication 
Inspires Others 

Students sometimes look for 
role models among graduates 
who have achieved a great deal 
in the profession, while main­
taining their deep commitment 
to the public interest. Robert 
Joffe '67, presiding partner at 
Cravath, Swaine and Moore in 
New York City, fits the bill. 

Joffe manages a career that 
moves from one demanding 
task for his clients to another. 
But he's never been too busy to 
give time to his pro bono litiga­
tion and other work on human 
rights issues. It was natural for 
him to become interested in 
HRP and human rights at the 
Law School. It was equally 
natural for the program to ask 
him to participate in its 
celebration as a panelist on 
issues of globalization and 
human rights. 

Joffe has also become a val­
ued alumni advisor. "Three 
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cheers for the Human Rights 
Program," lfe says. "It's great 
news for legal education, for 
the legal profession and for 
human rights." 

Among his other public­
interest commitments are 
memberships on the board of 
directors of the Lawyers Com­
mittee for Human Rights, the 
advisory board of Human 
Rights Watch/ Africa and (as a 
Clinton appointee) the board 
of the Romanian American 
Enterprise Fund. 

Steiner-Alston Issue 
2nd Edition 

First published in 1996 by 
Oxford University Press, Inter­
national Human Rights in Con­
text, by Henry Steiner and 
Philip Alston, has become the 
world's leading coursebook on 
the universal human rights 
movement. Widely known and 
consulted, the book has been 
used as the assigned text for 

classes in universi­
ties in a surprising 
number of coun­
tries-dominantly 
the United States, 
the United King­
dom and Com­
monwealth coun-
tries, but also on 
the continent 
and elsewhere. 
The second edi­
tion of about 

Human Rights Program 

News 

1,300 pages will be published 
this summer. The Human 
Rights Program will distribute 
the book without charge to sev­
eral hundred leading human 
rights academics, activists and 
NGOs in Africa, Asia, Latin 
America and the Middle East. 

Committee Boosts 
Campus Network 

The University Committee on 
Human Rights Studies, estab­
lished by Harvard's Provost in 
1994, is responding to the 
recent growth in human rights 
activities at Harvard by pro­
moting cooperation and net­
working among university fac­
ulties and departments, accord­
ing to its chair, Henry Steiner. 

The committee has started 
work on an agenda that 
includes such proposals as 1) 
having a visiting professor 
appointed and shared by two or 
more faculties; 2) arranging for 
visiting fellows to spend time at 
different faculties during their 
stay; 3) devising research pro­
jects involving fellows and grad­
uate students at different facul­
ties, departments and centers; 
and 4) creating an interactive 
community of faculty, graduate 
students and visiting fellows 
from all over the university who 
look at human rights questions 
from different perspectives. 

"Rooting human rights work 
in individual faculties remains 
vital," says Steiner. "That's 
where teaching is based, where 
communities of interest can 
best grow and where scholar­
ship can become a tradition. 
But there's also much that we 
can do at the university level to 
expand the courses and other 
activities that students in any 
one faculty can draw on, to 
facilitate interdisciplinary 
research proposals and to avoid 
wasteful duplication." 

When HRP was formed in 
1984, it was the only such cen­

(Continued on page 40) 

Reflecting on 
Life at HRP 
By CATRIONA DREW 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY 

JUSTIN ALIARDYCE KNIGHT 

Boarding the plane home 
in a post-sabbatical haze, I 
recalled my sense of curiosi­
ty as I arrived at the Human 
Rights Program (HRP) a mere 
six months earlier. As a visit­
ing fellow pursuing a 
research project on self-deter­
mination of peoples, I was 
keen to find out more about 
my prospective academic 
environment: What did the 
Human Rights Program do 
exactly? What would I do? 
Who would the other visiting 
fellows be? Would I have 
any interaction with stu­
dents? What did the Associ­
ate Director, Peter Rosenblum 
do? Would I work with 
Director Henry Steiner? And 
who were the mysterious 
Anje Van Berckelaer and 
Susan Culhane? 

Like most visiting fellows at 
HRP, I first encountered Anje 
through her patient and 
polite use of email. Yes, I 
had missed every possible 
deadline for submitting forms 
for the dreaded United 
States visa application. Yes, 
she would do everything she 
could to accelerate the 
process on my behalf. Yes, 
she would send me a 
replacement for my (lost) list 
of affordable housing in the 
Cambridge/Boston area. 
No, really, I wasn't being 
any trouble. 

One flight later than 
expected, I finally arrived at 
the end of July 1999 to dis­
cover Anje (pronounced 

Anya not Angie) in person: a 
twenty-something woman 
whose control over the office 
and more crucially, Peter 
Rosenblum, was manifest 
from the start. Within hours, 
she had me all fixed up with 
everything from an email 
account to a bicycle lock. 
And as I unpacked my things 
in my spacious and, as yet, 
unpopulated visiting fellows' 
office in HRP's quarters, 
I looked forward to what I 
imagined would be a soli­
tary period of uninterrupted 
research . 

Two topics dominated con­
versation in my early days at 
HRP. The first was HRP's fif­
teenth-year anniversary cele­
bration to be held that Sep­
tember. The second, dis­
cussed in sad tones, was the 
impending departure of Pro­
gram Adminstrator Susan 
and Program Assistant Anje, 
both of whom were due to 
leave HRP in 2000. And in 
the weeks that followed, as I 
(always the unhelpful specta­
tor) witnessed the two 
women's mammoth deploy­
ment of logistical support for 
the September celebration, I 
began to share in the institu­
tional sense of alarm that life 
in HRP could not possibly go 
on without them. 

Who else, for example, 
would be able to cope with 
the inimitable working habits 
of Peter? As associate direc­
tor director, Peter heads up 
the clinical side of HRP, 
teaches a seminar on human 
rights advocacy and receives 
a daily deluge of phone calls 
and visitors, from student 
human rights "wannabes" to 
transiting activists returning 
from the field. How did one 

man deal with so much? 
If Anje maintained the visi­

ble order, it was Susan who 
was responsible for all that 
seemed to happen without 
human intervention. She was 
famous in the Law School for 
her deft handling of the 
world's prickliest per­
sonalities. Rooms 
were arranged, funds 
shifted, events orga­
nized, all in a seem­
ingly effortless way. 
Unless, of course, you 
happened to be there 
after hours to witness 
all that went on 
behind the scenes. 

As for the "solitary" 
period of research, I 
am thankful to say it 
was more research 
than solitude. For 
starters, there were 
the other visiting fel­
lows, each with a 
research project to 
discuss more com­
pelling than my own. 
I even got an officemate, a 
Japanese Fulbright Scholar 
who was studying the rights of 
the child together with (or so it 
seemed to me) the collected 
works of Harvard Law Profes­
sor Martha Minow. Then there 
was the unexpected presence 
of Henry who, driven from his 
own office by building renova­
tions, had sought refuge in the 
makeshift conditions of HRP's 
library. And just when the 
unthinkable happened and I 
began to miss my students 
back home, there appeared 
the (student) editorial team of 
the Harvard Human Rights 
Journal, enriching our lives 
with a never-ending supply of 
tales fresh from the human 
rights field-and cookies fresh 
from the stove. My own 

research project benefited 
immeasurably from the 
contributions of these col­
leagues-from the rigor­
ous questioning and 
debate of the fortnightly 
fellows' lunches to the 
more daily discourse over 
a cup of coffee. 

As I took my seat on the 
plane back to Glasgow, 
sad to be leaving, I real­
ized I had forgotten to set 
up my auto-response and 
email forwarding systems. 
Would Anje or Susan do it 
for me? I would email 
them when I got home. 

Catriona J. Drew is Lecturer in 
Public International Law at the 
School of Law, University of 
Glasgow, Scotland. 

A hotbed of almost constant activity 
from morning to night, HRP's office 
serves as both workplace and home­
away-from home to visiting fellows, 
students and staff. (Clockwise from 

top left): Anje Van Berckelaer and Peter Rosenblum prep for the day's 
onslaught; visiting fellows, including this story's author, Catriona Drew (second 
from left), pause for a group grin; Susan Culhane juggles two things at once; 
Harvard Human Rights Journal co-editor Mirna Adjami (left) gets feedback on 
a brief from clinic director Deborah Anker; fellow Daniela Dohmes-Ockenfels 
stares down her paperwork; Van Berckeloer offers a helpful ear; and students 
Sabrineh Ardalan and Melonca Clark discuss future internships. 
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The Speakers' Roster 

Major events like the 
release of the South 
African Truth and Reconcil­
iation Report or the arrest 
of General Augusto 
Pinochet drew large audi­
ences to talks sponsored 
by HRP last year. HRP also 
helped to organize a 
series of talks, exhibits 
and "happenings" across 
the university campus for 
the fiftieth anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. Some of 
the year's speakers were: 

Upendra Baxi, former Vice 

Chancellor, University of Delhi 

Reed Brody, Humon Rights 

Watch 

Gerald Gillerman '52, 
Massachusetts Court of 

Appeals, on his mission to 

Arusha 

Julia Harrington '95, 
Institute for Human Rights and 

Development, the Gambia 

Leroy Littlebear, Harvard 

University Native American 

Program 

Theodor Meron, New York 

University School of Low 

Aryeh Neier, President, 

Open Society Institute 

Francois-Xavier Nsan· 
swera, former Chief Prose­

cutor of Kigali 

Dimitrina Petrova, Direc­

tor of European Roma Rights 

Center 

Paul van Zyl, Executive Sec­

retary, South African Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission 

Ko Hsaw Wo, Founder and 

Director, EarthRights Interna­

tional (Burma) 

Bostjan M. Zupancic, Jus­

tice of the Constitutional 

Court of Slovenia 

Human Rights Program 
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tcr or program at H arvard. In 
1993, the Franc;ois-Xavier Bag­
noud Center for Health and 
Human Rights was established 
at the School of Public Health, 
and six years later the Kennedy 
School created the Carr Center 
for Human Rights Policy. An 
impressive number of professors 
in other faculties now give 
much of their time and thought 
to human rights issues . Student 
involvement throughout the 
university has greatly increased 
over the last decade. 

The composition of the 
eleven-member committee 
illustrates the growth in Har­
vard's involvement in human 
rights. The committee draws 
on the Law School and on ten 
other faculties and depart­
ments, from the Divinity 
School to the Business School, 
from the Anthropology 
Department to the Govern­
ment Department, from the 
School of Public H ealth to the 
Kennedy School. 

Susan Culhane 
Departs HRP 

After five years with the 
Human Rights Program, Susan 
Culhane left in February to give 
birth to her second child and to 
become a fulltime mother. 
Susan P. Sessler, who has 
worked elsewhere at Harvard 
University, replaces her as pro­
gram administrator. 

In 1995, Culhane was hired 
as program assistant, but within 
a year had assumed the 
role of program adminis­
trator. Her life changed 
dramatically during her 
years at H RP. She was 
married in 1996 and had 
her first child, Jack, in 
1998. Her second, Andrew 
James Culhane, was born 
on Feb. 9. "Susan was such 
a vital part of HRP," said 
Director H enry Steiner. "It 

wasn't just that she was so 
super-competent as administra­
tor. Susan was a great, cheerful, 
humane companion who made 
life better for all who worked 
with her." 

cational market research and 
software development adminis­
tration. She worked as comput­
er coordinator for Harvard Uni­
versity Division of Continuing 
Education in the 1980s. She 

Sessler brings to HRP a var­
ied background in printing pro­
duction management, engineer­
ing contract management, edu-

was employed at the University 
Library Preservation Center 
and the H arvard-Yenching 
Library before joining HRP. 

One Foot in the Activist World 

Associate Director Peter Rosenblum 
spent eight years in the human rights 
movement before joining HRP, and he 
continues to keep a foot in the activist 
world . He has been a member of the 
UN Secretary General's advisory ! 
committee on the Democratic Repub- .. 

ll lie of the Congo, testified several ::, 
times to Congress on the Great Lakes ~ 
region of Africa and advised foundations supporting human 
rights NGOs around the world . "I like to believe that my 
activism gives a real-world edge to all of my interaction with 
students: teaching, advising them on careers, orienting them to 
internships or developing clinical projects," he said. 

In the last year, Rosenblum traveled several times to Africa 
for various organizations, including the lnterParliamentary 
Union and Human Rights Watch. "Wherever I go, I am on 
the lookout for interesting projects and interesting organiza­
tions for students," he explained. 

Two exciting new projects in Africa-the prosecution of the 
former leader of Chad, Hissein Habre, and the complex 

Images from a 
recent visit to 
Cameroon include 
women from the 
northwest province 
(above) and Peter 
Rosenblum (below), 
who met with leaders 
of the area to discuss 
conflict, human 
rights and traditional 
authority and left 
with new a robe. 

advocacy surrounding the Chad­
Cameroon pipeline project-grew out 
of his travels . Another project on nation­
al human rights commissions hos 
evolved as a collaboration with Human 
Rights Watch, involving many current 
and former HRP students. 

Rosenblum has also lectured on 
humanitarian law and human rights 
across the country and abroad during 
the past year. He taught for the Inter­
national Committee of the Red Cross in 

Warsaw, deliv­
ered talks to the 
African Studies 
Association and 
traveled to 
South Africa to 
participate in 

s teaching in a 
novel African 
LL.M. program 
at the University 
of Pretoria . 

Funds 
THE 

hy d c5 th J-lwnan Rights 
Prognun nc:c<l 10 milliOli l..n cn­
wm •nt funds? The an:;wer leaps 

FOR 

Future 
< ur of ev ry pilgc of thi • public:it1on. With significant exceptions, particularly teachers' 

salaries for the human rights curriculum, HRP's funds must cover the school's human rights activities: 
the costs of HRP staff and the human rights work the program promotes, including fellowships, in­
ternships, conferences, publications, research and career advice. 

Human rights work at Harvard Law School has grown greatly during the program's life, to the point 
where the annual budget approaches $400,000. Regular activities and special projects have expanded, 
students and visiting fellows have grown in number and staff has increased. Human rights at Harvard 
is no longer an unproved venture; it is part of the school, entrenched and productive, a valued addition 
to education and training for careers. The program's achievements have earned it the respect of the in­
ternational human rights community. 

HRP has built a modest endowment that helps toward meeting the budget. A substantial increase 
in endowment funds is now needed to ensure the program's survival. To achieve that goal, Harvard Law 
School has launched a drive to raise $10 million to $12 million for HRP over the next few years. In 
hand are a matching pledge of $1 million and a deferred gift funded at $2.25 million. These are great 
starts that we hope will spur others to help HRP meet its goal. 

What purposes will the increased endowment serve? 
A professorial chair in human rights: In practical terms, a chair commits HLS to keep the program 

and its initiatives alive through successive professorial appointments. It also has symbolic importance, 
demonstrating to our students and to the outside community the high regard that one of the world's 
leading academic institutions attaches to human rights work. 

Student summer human rights internships and post-graduate fellowships: Internships cover out­
of-pocket costs (or costs not covered by other school programs) that enable about twenty students an­
nually to work during the summer with human rights organizations around the world. Funds are need­
ed to increase the number of internships and to open internships fully to the program's foreign gradu­
ate students. 

Visiting fellows: Most fellows come from developing countries and are generally without resources 
to finance their stay of four to eighteen months at HLS. Currently, HRP can offer only modest help. 
In the past, extraordinary people have been accepted as fellows but have been unable to attend for lack 
of adequate funds. The program must do better to attract the most promising applicants. 

Clinical work and related student research: As interest in clinical experience has increased, so have 
the opportunities offered by HRP. Students work with a variety of organizations, providing research, 
sharing ideas and participating in everything from writing briefs to organizing meetings to presenting 
position papers. Additional funds will improve this kind of hands-on experience. 

HRP projects and scholarly contributions: The roundtable discussions, conferences, retreats and 
their related publications require special funding outside the regular budget. HRP seeks to supplement 
projects that have foundation support and to fund other projects independently. 

Fellowships for graduate students doing human rights work: The success of HRP depends partly 
on the ability of the school to attract excellent foreign students who will return to their countries to pur­
sue human rights careers. LL.M. and S.J.D. students often require substantial support for tuition and 
living expenses. These funds will be allocated in cooperation with the school's Graduate Committee and 
will supplement Harvard financial aid, thus securing for HRP and the school outstanding students who 
otherwise could not attend. 

For information on how to participate in the campaign, please contact the Human Rights Program 
office at 617-495-9362 or by email at HRP@law.harvard.edu. 


