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“The human rights movement’s

triumphs and catastrophes are common
knowledge. We can say at once how much
it has done, how little it has achieved.
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Surely the battles are endless; rights have
always meant fights. But the movement
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has become a formidable combatant. The

e

momentum lies with it.”

—HENRY STEINER




HLS Launches Major
Fund Drive for HRP

After fifteen years of effort and
growth, the Human Rights
Program (HRP) now finds
itself at a turning point. Dean
Robert Clark has launched a
major initiative to secure the
program a permanent place at
the Law School and a future as
an integral part of a Harvard
education. The goal is to raise
$10 million to $12 million in
endowment funds over the next
few years.

“The Human Rights Pro-
gram has placed the Law
School among the world’s lead-
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ing academic institu-
tions in advancing
thought in this vital
field, as well as in
training students to
participate as
activists and scholars
in the human rights
movement,” Dean
Clark said when
announcing the
fundraising campaign. “We will
do our best to obtain funds for
the program on the high
promise of what it will con-
tribute to the l.aw School and
to human rights, a promise
resting on fifteen years of strik-
ing achievement.”
HRP Director Henry
Steiner expressed his gratitude

" HRP by the Numbers

to the many who have support-
ed the program through their
generous gifts—institutions
such as the Ford Foundation
and the Norman and Rosita
Winston Foundation and alum-
ni such as Norris Darrell ’54,
Joseph Flom ’48, Robert ’55
and Phyllis Henigson, Edward
Smith ’42, and Daniel ’58 and

About 10 percent of students at Harvard Law School are
now served in some way by the Human Rights Program. That's
a sizeable jump from the relative handful in the early days of

the program.

The five or six human rights courses offered annually atiract
150 to 200 students. A core group of about forty students and
visiting fellows become seriously involved in activities that
include research papers, clinical work, the independent, stu-
dent-directed Harvard Human Rights Journal {which is located
within HRP's offices} and summer internships. Mostly J.D.s, this
core includes a vital number of foreign LL.M. and S.J.D. candi-
dates who bring a wealth of experience and perspectives to
the program. Another forty students are occasionally active in
human rights efforts while also pursuing other interests.

For the most committed students, HRP serves as a community where they converse, debate
and share common goals and friendship. For many, human rights work is why they came to
Harvard, and HRP has become their home at the Law School.

It is certainly home to the diligent group that produces the Journal. This year, some seventy
students, a greater number than ever before, are participating to varying degrees in the arduous
editing, citechecking, writing and production tasks required to produce the 340-page publica-
tion. Now in its thirteenth year, the Journal grew out of students’ initiative and has become a
highly respected publication in the human rights world. A mix of articles by activists, academics,
and students writing about reform or trends in the field, it is published every spring.

For many on the Journal’s core staff, the publication offers a sense of place; it makes them feel
a part of both the university and the human rights movement. It is also a tremendous challenge,
requiring hundreds of hours of time from the student editors. “It's definitely worth it,” said Mirna
Adjami ‘00, coeditor in chief. “It provides a strong sense of community here and makes us keenly
aware of the issues abroad. | wouldn't trade it for anything.”

“We will do our best to obtain
funds for the program on the high
promise of what it will contribute
to the Law School and to human
rights, a promise resting on fifteen
years of striking achievement.”
—DEAN ROBERT CLARK

Prudence Steiner.

“This is our great
opportunity to com-
plete the voyage from
tourist to full citizen of
the Law School,”
Steiner said. “Our stu-
dents deserve no less.”

(For more informa-
tion on the campaign
and its goals, see the
inside back cover.)

Bringing Down
“Africa’s Pinochet”

On January 25, 2000, a group
of human rights activists and
victims gathered in Dakar,
Senegal, and launched the first
“Pinochet-style” prosecution of
a former dictator in Africa. The
case was directed against His-
sein Habre, the former leader of
Chad now living in Senegal,
who was responsible for as
many as 40,000 political killings
and 200,000 cases of torture.
The successful launch of the
case was largely due to the
work of three HLS graduates
and the support of the Human

' Rights Program. “Harvard has

been part of the case from the

' beginning to the end and

deserves a lot of the credit for
this breakthrough,” said Reed
Brody, advocacy director for
Human Rights Watch (HRW).
Activists worldwide recog-
nized in Augusto Pinochet’s
arrest in Britain in 1998 a
model that could be applied to

' former dictators and their

accomplices elsewhere. Thus
began a collaboration between

- Brody and HRP Associate

Director Peter Rosenblum,
who has been pursuing a num-
ber of projects in Chad. They
initiated discussions with
(Continued on page 37)
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The Many Faces of HRP

This publication is a celebration of human

rights at Harvard Law School—of the stu-

dents, teachers, activists, scholars and staff who

contributed in significant ways to making this

field of work a valued part of the Law School

experience. The celebration marks fifteen years

of the Human Rights Program, a program that has

become an indelible feature of this school as

it aspires to enrich the education of law students,

strengthen the human rights movement and train future

participants and, indeed, leaders of the movement.

So many cooks make this HRP broth. Many of the pro-

gram’s alumni and staff figure in this magazine; a few promi-

nently. Others could as well have been included from among

the 150 alumni in the Alumni Notes section. Let’s start with

the students, for they have been a key mobilizing force from

the start. During the academic
year 19831984, leading up to
the creation of HRP, students
campaigned to draw school
funds into human rights
internships and to expand cur-
riculum offerings. Among

the leaders were Hilary
Charlesworth '86, Helena
Cook, LL.M. 84, Steve Golub
’85, Katie Zoglin ’85, Jim Ross
’85 and Jessica Neuwirth ’85;
quite a group in light of their
later high achievements in
human rights. It was no acci-
dent that the program took off

Human Rights Program

amidst escalating student inter-
est in the field.

Happily, the students were
not alone in their interests.
Professor Clyde Ferguson was
developing plans for more sys-
tematic work in human rights
when he died suddenly in
1983. Vice-Dean David Smith
gave welcome encouragement
to the students. Dean James
Vorenberg’s strong endorse-
ment in early 1984 of Henry
Steiner’s plans for creating
HRP gave the program a vital
push. After stepping down as

| dean, he remained helpful as a

member of a faculty advisory
committee that has been a
source of ideas and has provid-
ed a link to the rest of the HLLS
faculty. The strong decanal sup-
port for HRP has continued
with Robert Clark, whose
active leadership in HRP’s cur-
rent fund drive is essential to its
success.

Supportive faculty, active
and impressive students are a
good combination for starters.
Still, a program needs staff.
From 1984 to 1992, Jack
Tobin, the first administrative
director, drew on his training as
a lawyer and international law
librarian to build up HRP
and guide students into careers.
His monumental effort, to-
gether with that of his succes-
sor, Jennie Green, led to publi-
cation of the well-known
Guide to Human Rights
Research. Jennie drew students
particularly into court work.
Jack and Jennie and their suc-
cessors, associate directors
Makau Mutua, and then Peter
Rosenblum, each built a new
feature into the expanding
HRP. This magazine’s stories
illustrate those contributions—
for example, the exciting public
interest work of Jennie Green,
the provocative thinking of
Makau Mutua, and the new
directions in clinical work
brought to the school by Peter
Rosenblum.

We also celebrate the contri-
butions of two other extraordi-
nary staff people: Program
Administrator Susan Culhane
(see story on page 40), who left
in February to raise her family,
and Program Assistant Anje
van Berckelaer, who departs
for Harvard Medical School
after three-and-a-half years of

taking pre-med classes by
night, while running HRP’s
office by day.

In HRP’s early years,
Human Rights Internet was
located in the program’s offices
and influenced and strength-
ened HRP in varied ways. The
organization was prescient both
in name and vision. Laurie
Wiseberg, its inventive head,
saw the power of law in a
decentralized, interconnected
global movement before most
people realized that there was
any movement at all. She and
Human Rights Internet,
together with then-Visiting
Professor Philip Alston, opened
many doors to NGOs for HRP
in those years.

As the program developed,
so did student initiatives.

The Harvard Human Rights
Journal, which shares offices
and intellectual community
with HRP, has been a galvaniz-
ing point for student interest
and a major source of intellec-
tual debate. Morris Panner '88
and William J. O’Farrell ’88
created the Journal and served
as co-editors of its first 1988
volume. Its fine academic repu-
tation grew over years of stu-
dents’ devoted work.

There are so many others.
Thanks from HRP and HLS
to you all.

(Opposite page, clockwise from
top right): Various events were held
throughout the weekend, including
panel discussions that drew questions
from the audience; a provocative
debate on the universality of human
rights filled the house; Lobsang San-
gay of Tibet described his human
rights experience; (from left) Professor
Upendra Baxi, formerly of the Univer-
sity of Delhi, dined with visiting fel-
lows Catriona Drew and Yosuke
Yoloriyama; and Alicia Ely Yamin
shared a laugh with old friends.

350 Gather to Celebrate HRP’s Anniversary

On September 17-19, 1999, the Human Rights Program host-
ed its firstever grand-scale event fo féte its fifteenth anniversary.
The celebration drew alumni and friends from around the world
for a weekend of discussion and debate. Some 350 attended the
Saturday morning panel chaired by public radio host Christopher
Lydon and the dinner with its keynote address by Amartya Sen,
master of Trinity College at Cambridge University and winner of
the 1998 Nobel Prize in Economics. Panels explored a range of
current issues: “Globalization: Implications for Human Rights,”
“Aftermath of Massive Tragedies,” “Universal Norms and Cultural
Variations,” “US Practice and Policy,” and “The Role of the Univer-
sity in the Human Rights Movement.” Most of the panelists were
recent graduates or visiting fellows whose work is often at the cut-
ting edge of advocacy and scholarship. “All in all,” says HRP
Director Henry Steiner, “the event was a fri-
umphant occasion for our alumni, who came
back to a school appreciative of their impor-
tant public interest work, and fo the celebro-
tion of a program that captures their loyalty
and enthusiasm. It fixes the now indelible
imprint of human rights work on the school.”

Alicia Ely Yamin ‘91
“The Human Rights Pro-
gram was pivotal to my
decision to pursue human
rights as a career. My
.' mother is Argentine, so

| growing up, the Dirty War
< in that country loomed
Q‘g pretty large. It wasn't until
z | got to the Law School,
2 and through the Human
Rights Program, that | was exposed fo the
myriad possibilities for turning what had been
passions and convictions into a career.”
{SEE YAMIN'S BIOGRAPHY IN ALUMNI NOTES, PAGE 36.)

TONY LORET

Celebrating#slt

Lobsang Sangay, S.J.D. Candidate
“During the UN Subcommission on Human
Rights in 1992, | was lobbying hard fo pass
a resolution censuring China on human
rights violations in Tibet. One of the experts
told me, halfheartedly but without any guilt,
"You are a bright young boy. Why are you
wasting your time in human rights?’ We lost
the censure resolution against China that
year, However, | thought to myself, such
losses should not deter me from pursuing
human rights activism. That was a battle lost,
but there is a war fo be won.”

(SEE SANGAY'S BIOGRAPHY IN| ALUMNI NOTES, PAGE 35}
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Chris Mburu, LL.M. ‘93
“My human rights career is divided into two distinct eras:
before and after Harvard Law School. The Human Rights Pro-
gram, with its rich in-class programs and, of course, the
brown bag lecture series, helped me refine and articulate my
work within the framework of existing international legal
norms and practice. My experience changed my brand of

gactivism, adding a critical intellectual dimension that has

£ enabled me to meet and deal efficiently with complex human

zrights situations in many countries across the vast cultures.”

3 [SEE MBURLY'S BIOGRAPHY IN ALUMNI NOTES, PAGE 32 )

TOMY LORETI

{Counter clockwise from top left):
Chris Mburu offered an appreciation
of HRP; (from lef) public radio host
Christopher Llydon moderated the
opening panel: Navanethem

Pillay, Jose Miguel Vivanco, Rita
Hauser, Ali Oumlil, Mary Ann Glen-
don and Makau wa Mutua; Philip
Alston {leff) and HLS Professor Detlav
Vagts attended the speech of Nobel
Laureate Amartya Sen (below);

and Dean Robert Clark and Professor
- David Maybury-Lewis carried on an
" animated conversalion,

TOMY LOf

GUSTAV FREEDMAN

Ethics the Subject of Nobel Laureate’s Keynote Address

Professor Amartya Sen, Nobel Laureate in Economics in 1998 and master of Trinity College, Cam-
bridge University, gave the celebration’s keynote address. His theme was the provocative, “Are Human
Rights ‘Nonsense on Stilts?'” the quoted phrase taken from philosopher Jeremy Bentham.

Sen defended the idea of human rights against several criticisms. For example, he argued that the
importance of rights lies not in their recognition or enforcement by the state, but in the ethical belief that
certain among them are basic and significant. They do not lose that importance for failure of state recog-
nition. Indeed, not all human rights should be seen as seeking inclusion within the scope of the law. Legis-
lation and court enforcement might be inappropriate paths for fulfilling some among them, especially eco-
nomic and social rights.

A second criticism denies the validity of rights that lack correlative duties held by specific actors, per-
haps the state. Such “unrealized” rights may impose only “imperfect obligations.” Sen stressed the method
of consequential evaluation, which values choices in terms of their broadly defined consequences, includ-
ing their effect on others’ freedoms, such as a freedom to be educated. Within that system, unrealized
rights that give us reasons to work for their fulfillment are not self-contradictory.

Sen concluded by warning against a fendency to see human rights in too precise terms. “The ethics
of human rights appeals to our basic values, which have a good deal of ambiguity” in their general,
inexact sense of commitment, he said. The expression of such ethics must capture such ambiguities rather
than try to produce an overly precise structure of rights.

=)

TonyY Lo

Celebrating bk

Ken Anderson ‘86

“| have never known a program as open to genuine debate as
the Harvard Law School Human Rights Program. It is committed
to unreserved, fundamental discussion that does not turn human
rights merely into a kind of religious dogma. In the diverse
kinds of people it brings together, in its willingness to tackle
questions that many partisans of this movement prefer to leave
untouched, this program sets the standard for what intellectually i
rigorous human rights teaching and scholarship should be.”
(SEE ANDERSON'S BIOGRAPHY IN ALUMNI NOTES, PAGE 27 )

GUSTAV FREED

TONY LORETI

Jennie Green ‘91
“| actually came to Harvard because of the program.
One of the things I'm most grateful for is that | have
the tools that allow me to feel like | can make a differ-
ence. When people in the Tanazarin region of Burma
say, ‘What can be done?’ you don't have to just
throw up your hands and say, ‘Gee, | don't know.
You have these rights but | don't really know what to
do about them.” There is something that we can do
and we can give their rights aclual meaning.”

(SEE GREEN'S BIOGRAPHY IN ALUMNI NOTES, PAGE 30.)

{Clockwise from top left): Dinner
guests came from all over the world;
the Divinity School’s Preston Williams
(left) and Rugemeleza Nshala ‘98
talked of shared concerns; Ken Ander-
son paid tribute to the program; Henry
Steiner responded fo an ovation; pan-
elists (from left) Ken Anderson ‘86,
Anthony Appich and
Celestine Nyamu '95
discussed universal 2
norms and cultural vari- !
ations; Rita Hauser and \il
Dan Steiner greeted \
each other;
Navanethem Pillay
SJ.D. ‘88 and Judge
Gerald Gillerman '52
took time out for a chat; ’
and Jennie Green ‘91
described her work.

TONY LORETI

GUSTAV FREEDMAN
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Questioning THE Universality
OoF Human Rights

bration was the discussion among six noted human rights figures, representing four
regions and a vast range of experience. The topic was “A Half Century of the Human
Rights Movement: What Difference Has It Made?” Chyistopher Lydon, the widely
admired host of “The Connection,” a popular and wide-ranging interview-talk program
on National Public Radio, animated the discussion as moderator.

Photographs by GUSTAV FREEDMAN

MAKAU WA MUTUA,
S.J.D. ‘87

“T'he Universal Declaration
is neither complete nor uni-
versal. Documents do not
become universal merely
because people say they are.”

“I speak as an insider/outsider,”
Mutua said. A commitment to
human rights does not require
us to treat the human rights
corpus—the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights and the
related treaties—"as having
almost a biblical dimension.”
He challenged the universality
of the declaration. “The found-
ing document was authored
largely by individuals who came
from or were educated in the
West,” he said. For example, he
observed, there was not a single
African present in the negotia-
tions. “As a consequence, it puts
forward a vision of society
along the lines of western
democracy,” Mutua said. “The
document emphasizes the place

Human Rights Program

of the individual in society at
the expense of the community;
it largely ignores conceptions of
duty in organizing society.”

Makau wa Mutua is associate
professor of law at SUNY Buffalo
and director of the human rights
program there.

MARY ANN GLENDON
“The framing of the Universal
Declaration, that marvelous
document, was impressively
multicultural. That doesn’t
mean that it was perfect, but
there was enough input from
enough traditions that it is
very hard to dismiss it as

| Western.”

Though coming from a very
different perspective, Glendon
agreed with much of Makau
wa Mutud’s critique of the
human rights movement. “The
overcoming of personal, politi-
cal and ethnic tensions [in the
drafting of the declaration] is

A highlight of the Human
Rights Program's
fifteenth anniversary cele-

such an inspiring model that it
puts to shame the diplomacy of
the 1990s,” Glendon told the
gathering. It was what hap-
pened afterward that created
division. “The roots go back to
the Cold War when the Unit-
ed States, on the one hand,
and the Soviet bloc, on the
other, adopted certain universal
rights as their own and ignored
the rest. They drove a stake
through the middle of a very
ample corpus.” At the end of
the Cold War, the “contest for
meaning” went off in another
direction, she explained:

“Each interest group tried to
get its interest classified as a
universal right.” She gave as an
example the 1995 Beijing con-
ference on women, where
Western governments and
organizations largely ignored
basic health and education—
the concerns of the vast major-
ity of women in the world—in
favor of a narrow, North
Atlantic agenda on sexual and
reproductive rights.

Mary Ann Glendon is the
Learned Hand Professor of Law
at Harvard Law School.

NAVANETHEM

PILLAY, S.J.D. 88

“Over the last half century,
the international community
has condoned gross human
rights violations all over the
world and encouraged a cul-
ture of impunity rather than
respect for the rule of law.”

As an African woman, Pillay
challenged fellow panelist
Makau wa Mutua’s sentiments
that the UDHR did not speak
for Africans. The problem for
her is not so much one of
norms as their implementa-
tion. The world waited too
long before demanding inter-
national accountability. “We
are only now implementing
the Genocide Convention, a
treaty that was passed fifty
years ago,” she observed. “In

the case of Rwanda, the UN

could have prevented the
genocide,” but the internation-
al community lacked the will.
She said that the international
criminal tribunal is a step in
the right direction and that by

. establishing it the UN Security

Council sent “a message of
hope” that perpetrators will be
punished and individual
accountability is possible.
After years of complacency
about massive human rights
violations and impunity for

their perpetrators, she believes
we are finally moving forward.

Navanethem Pillay is president
of the International Criminal
Tribunal for Rwanda and

a judge on the High Court in
South Africa.

ALl OUMLIL

“Twenty years ago, it was
clear that government was the
adversary. Now we can see
that the adversary is a force
that comes out of the civil
society, that doesn’t believe in
democracy or human rights.”

Oumlil’s presence on the panel
was a reminder that of any
region, it is perhaps in the
Arab world where the efforts
of human rights activists have
been the most frustrated over
the past twenty years. The
democratic wave that touched
the rest of the world after the
end of the Cold War had little
effect on most of the repressive
Arab regimes of the Middle
East and North Africa, with
one relative exception, Moroc-
co. But as Oumlil made clear,
the threat of communal intol-
erance—politicized Islam—can
be as destructive as state intol-
erance. “Twenty years ago, the

'.F

universality of human rights
wasn't even questioned,” he
said. “We were concerned with
attacking problems in the most
practical fashion. Whether
human rights had western ori-
gins wasn’t an issue for us.

Now it has become an issue”
because of the challenge from
Tslamic groups. “There are two
issues in this question of uni-
versality, one is universality as a
consensus among different cul-
tures. This is necessary, but will
require time,” he said. “The
other is the universality of soli-
darity among those who
believe in human rights and
are ready to defend victims of
repression. We don’t need to
wait fifty more years for that.”

Al Qumlil is a professor of con-
temporary Arab thought at the
University of Rabat (Morocco)
and founding member of the
Moroccan Organization for
Human Rights.

RITA HAUSER '55-'56

“In politics, principle must
often be compromised to
achieve peace. But the human
rights movement has planted
seeds that continue to yield

| results even fifty years later.”

Hauser observed that since
1948, the United States has
been caught up in the tension
between universal values and
non-interference in internal
affairs, both of which princi-
ples are reflected in the United
Nations Charter. One result is
that while the U.S. plays an
active role in elaborating the
standards and treaties in the
system, America has been
“extremely laggard in ratifying
anything,” she said. “Our
record is one of constant refer-
ence to these universal norms
and an unwillingness to see
other countries look into our
affairs.” Indeed, on many
important matters like the
Statute of the International
Criminal Court and the land-
mines treaty, the U.S. “has
defied the overwhelming will
of the international communi-
ty” by refusing to join. Given
the more recent establishment
of criminal tribunals and the
demand from the citizenry of

Celcbrating_

' the world that something be

done about ethnic strife and
the enormous violations of
human rights, she expressed
optimism that “the world com-
munity will overcome the
reluctance to have other
nations look into their affairs.”

On the other hand, she said,
neither the tribunals nor the
intervention in Kosovo signals
an end to the previous
restraints. Important issues of
state interest and neo-colonial
domination persist. “The doc-
trine of humanitarian interven-
tion” has been an “excuse for
interventions in Africa—
Christians against Muslims, for
example. We got involved in
the Balkans; we may not

get involved in another Rwan-
da if it happens. There are real-
ities that dictate where we
become involved.”

Rita Hauser is the former

U.S. representative to the UN
Commisston on Human

Rights, a human rights advocate
and, together with ber husband
Gus, a supporter of important
initiatives to expand
understanding about the field.

JOSE MIGUEL

VIVANCO, LL.M. '90
“Perhaps the most important
precedent for the region and
the rest of the world is the
prosecution of [Gen. Augus-
to] Pinochet. The lessons
have to do not only with
immunity and personal crimi-

nal responsibility for violators
at the highest level, but also
with reducing the gap
between the official discourse
and the real practice.”

“With the exception of

states like Cuba and Peru,
where violations result from
official policy adopted at the
highest level, in the rest of the
hemisphere government offi-
cials are open and receptive to
human rights issues. The offi-
cial discourse has changed
tremendously, but that doesn’t
mean that the governments are
implementing different policies
to address human rights prob-
lems,” Vivanco said. The irony
is that despite the democrati-
zation of Latin America, every
day it is more difficult to pro-
tect and promote human
rights. “Most of the victims
today are not political prison-
ers; they are suspected crimi-
nals. It is difficult to represent
those issues.... The main obsta-

cle is often the public, which
is the subject of easy political
manipulation by local dema-
gogues who present an easy
solution, for example, for hig
criminality.” !

Jose Miguel Vivanco s director of
the Americas Division of Human

Rights Watch.

A video version of the
panel is available at
wwaw.law. harvard.edw/
Programs/HRP.
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-/ Making tHe Human

Rights Imprint
HRP pushes the boundaries of the Law School

by HENRY STEINER

MERE half century ago, launched
by the Nuremberg.trials-and the
Universal Declaration, the
human rights movement started
to carve its novel path through
sovereign states and world insti-

tutions. Subversive for many states in its ideals
of individual rights for all and of participatory
government, the movement generated treaties,
spawned intergovernmental as well as nongovern-
mental institutions and stimulated the spread of
liberal democratic constitutions among states.

The triumphs and catastrophes are common
knowledge. We can say at once how much the
movement has done, how little it has achieved. On
the bright side, so much has changed forever: a
transformed legal, political and moral landscape; a
new discourse that has permeated international
law and relations; an altered consciousness of
masses of people that threatens authoritarian
regimes everywhere. Surely the battles are endless;
rights have always meant fights, either violent
ones or those within ordered political life. But the
movement has become a formidable combatant.
Its weapons range from its ideals and their imple-
menting institutions to the evolving forms of col-
lective: pressure on the worst violators. The
momentum lies with it.

What place had university programs amidst this
explosion of ideals and institutions? Concretely,

why did the Human Rights Program start in 1984
to work its way into the education and activities of
Harvard Law School? The time was right. Human
rights had become a distinctive feature of the:Am-
erican and international scene. This country’s for-
eign economic and military policies had become
contentiously involved with human rights con-
cerns. Internal debate about human rights became
commonplace in countries everywhere, from the
United States to the Soviet Union to South Africa.
Students absorbed those concerns and carried into
universities pressing questions that hastened the
inevitable growth of courses and research.

Legal education led the way. It addressed the
arguments about universal rights and the strategies
for protecting them, as courts around the world
were starting to address them, as the United
Nations and regional organizations were doing.
Harvard Law School itself was ripe for this adven-
ture. Since my years as a student in the 1950s, Har-
vard’s curriculum had gradually embraced a broad-
er range of the serious problems of American life:
poverty, racial conflict, gender discrimination, envi-
ronmental degradation. But with few exceptions—
the pioneering seminars taught by professors Louis
Sohn and then Clyde Ferguson—the school’s inter-
national and foreign work ignored analogous issues.

Human rights work pushed the boundaries. It
brought into the school the world’s underbelly of
massacres and discrimination, of systematic

repression of speech and belief, of ungraspable
poverty, of the denial of basic human dignity, not
to millions, but to billions of the powerless. As the
Human Rights Program developed, it nourished
the then-incipient trend toward internationaliza-
tion of legal education on matters ranging from
trade and markets to environment, issues that
often had their own human rights dimensions.

Legal education in this new field could of course
play its traditional role, stressing human' rights
work in stable, open societies around the globe that
were committed to liberal political ideals and the
rule of law. Professional activities like court advo-
cacy and legislative drafting would remain central.
But in most countries, such work had little play or
meaning. Court decrees do not overthrow tyran-
nies. The more drastic the violations, the less rele-
vant lawyers’ traditional activities and fora.

The classroom and other law: school activities
had, therefore, to examine broader social and polit-
ical’ processes, including intergovernmental and
nongovernmental human rights institutions. They
had to explore the limits of the possible in violent
and repressive societies, far outside the boundaries
of familiar legal work. The Human Rights Pro-
gram has moved flexibly to provide this multi-
dimensional education in studying, research, writ-
ing and active engagement. All form part of a
human rights education. Through this varied
approach to “lawyering in the large,” the school
expands students’ imagination of valuable lawyers’
work and careers.

Never has the program imagined itself as rival-
ing active nongovernmental organizations in
investigating, reporting, advocating and lobbying.
Its mission differs. It keeps a certain distance from
the everyday fray to gain perspective—to analyze,
reflect, evaluate and propose. From the beginning,

HRP envisioned a critical and open debate about
what the human rights movement was and ought

to become. We surely didn’t mean to “problema-

tize” everything needlessly, but rather to draw out
g Y,

latent or emerging issues for exploration. Clearly,

the deep commitment to human rights values had

to be there, and it has been there. But our role was
to question, examine and propose, not to propa-
gandize or preach.

Many students wish to explore those paths in
varied ways by linking their formal education to
practical clinical involvement in pressing human
rights problems. Yes, understand the world, but
also work to change it.

The program draws richly from that world. Its
roundtable discussions and related publications
feature participants from many disciplines and
regions. Visiting professors and fellows come from
all over to teach and learn about human rights.
Students from these radically different cultures
engage American students and each other in the
classroom: listen hard, exchange ideas, debate.

The program’s fifteenth anniversary celebration
gave striking evidence of what the years have
achieved. Most inspiring at the gathering last year
was the sheer number of returning HRP alumni
who are active in public interest and human rights
work. Many of the panel speakers came from their
ranks. All such alumni hold an honored place in
Harvard Law School’s rich history and grand
ambitions. The human rights movement is the bet-
ter for their remarkable contributions as activists,
critics and scholars. B

Background photograph of Egyptian schoolgirls was taken
by Henry: Steiner during a human rights trip to Egypt.
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HRP

at a GLANCE

FHCGtS of an
Evolving
Program

In the classroom, in the field,

in scholarly pursuits and through

its wisiting fellows, HRP covers

the landscape of human rights

Human Rights Program

The Human Rights Program carries on a range of
activities and projects that extend through the
school curriculum and beyond—into the worlds
of scholarship and human rights activism. Each
pursuit is intended to foster a critical understand-
ing and active knowledge of human rights. The
activities respond to the dual aims of the program,
which are to enrich the /nternal life of the school
and the external human rights movement. Many
of the activities fall into four broad categories:
academics, scholarly projects and publications,
clinical training, and visiting fellows.

IN THE CLASSROOM:
The Critical Role of Academics

Human rights only recently gained a foothold in
the curricula of most law schools. Even at Harvard
during the 1970s and early 1980s, only occasional
courses were taught. Now, however, human rights
figures importantly in the curriculum through a
broad range of courses that seek to capture the sub-
ject in all its diversity and complexity. The curricu-
lum ranges from the historical to the prospective,
from the ideal to the practical. Some courses are
specific to a region or country. Others address con-
stitutionalism and ethnic conflict, the Jaws of war,
economic and social rights, third world approaches

to international law, gender discrimination, indige-
nous peoples and economic development.

The school typically presents five to seven hu-
man rights courses each year. Those offered in this
academic year, in addition to Henry Steiner’s ba-
sic course and research seminar, include new sem-
inars on the history of human rights from 1776 to
1948 (Mary Ann Glendon) and on human rights
advocacy (Peter Rosenblum). There are also
courses on the humanitarian laws of war
(Theodore Meron from New York University)
and on responses to massive human rights viola-
tions such as truth commissions and prosecutions
(Jose Zalaquett from the University of Chile).

Visiting teachers from other parts of the world,
whose ranks include activists, academics, constitu-
tional court judges, truth commissioners and UN
committee members, convey to students a picture
of the human rights movement in its cultural, po-
litical and thematic diversity. On the recommen-
dation of HRP, the Law School has typically in-
vited two foreign visitors annually.

The late Neelan Tiruchelvam (see box, page 37),
who taught at Havard in 1987 and was expected
back last year, is one of those rare figures who em-
bodied activism and academics. So is Albie Sachs,
the South African Constitutional Court judge.
When Sachs taught a 1998 course at Harvard,

students had daily contact with one of the intel-
lectual progenitors of the South African constitu-
tion and a living legend of the anti-Apartheid
struggle. Sachs had survived political detention,
exile and a near-fatal car bomb attack. But his wry
sense of humor and personal teaching style cut
through any reverential distance that his experi-
ence might otherwise have created.

In 2001, Professor Thandabantu Nhlapo from
the University of Capetown, a member of the
South African Law Commission and an expert
on the relationship between constitutional law
and indigenous law, will teach for the winter
term. Future prospects include Professor Antonio
Cassese, former president of the International
Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, and
Professor Hilary Charlesworth of the Australian
National University, an authority on gender and
feminism in the framework of international hu-
man rights law.

THE FOUNDATION OF THOUGHT:
Scholarly Projects and Publications

The human rights movement is constantly ex-
panding, taking on new issues and reaching out to
new constituencies. It is driven more by need than
by calm reflection about directions that it should

Henry Steiner’s human rights research seminar has been
offered annually since the program began. The course
is limited to ten students, most of whom are from foreign
countries. Six nations are represented here. The seminar
has generated numerous research papers, many of
which have been expanded and published as articles

and books.

Photograph by JusTIN ALLARDYCE KNIGHT

pursue. In its interdisciplinary roundtables, HRP
has provided a forum to explore many pressing is-
sues. Now the signature product of HRP, the
roundtables probe problems and explore avenues
toward progress without demanding conclusions
or consensus proposals from the group. The goal
is to bring about a better understanding of the
complexities of a problem and thereby to initiate
constructive thought about responses to it.
Usually, the roundtables are multidisciplinary
gatherings of about twenty people who spend sev-
eral days together in recorded interactive discus-
sion about a given theme. Over the years, these
discussions have included academics, lawyers, law
teachers, human rights activists, trade union lead-
ers, medical and public health professionals, econ-
omists, business executives, journalists, bankers,
government officials, political theorists and
judges. There are no prepared speeches or formal

Visiting Professors
from Around

the World
(1984-2000)

Philip Alston

{several years between
1985-1993): Former chair
of the UN Committee on
Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights; professor of
international law at the
European University Institute
in Florence.

Russell Barsh ‘74
(1996): Activist and schol-
ar on indigenous people,
professor at the University
of Lethbridge, Alberta,
Canada.

Eyal Benvenisti
{1998-1999): Professor of
Law at Hebrew University,
board member and former
president of the Association
for Civil Rights in Israel,
expert on laws of war and
international water rights.

Hugo Fruhling
(1989-1990): Chilean
scholar on human rights
and democracy.

Yash Ghai

(1997): Scholar and advo-
cate on constitutionalism in
East Africa and a profes-
sor of law in Hong Kong,
exploring the issues of
ethnic difference and hu-
man rights.

Cecilia Medina

{1998): Professor of Law in
Chile and the Netherlands,
member of the UN Human
Rights Committee and
scholar of the inter-Ameri-
can human rights system.

Makau wa Mutua
(1999): Kenyan national
and professor and director
of the Human Rights Center
at SUNY/Buffalo Law
School.

Joe Oloka-Onyango
(1998): Dean and profes-
sor of law at Makerere
University in Uganda,
member of the UN Sub-
commission on Human
Rights, a leading academic
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activist in the African human
rights movement.

Victor Osiatynski

(1991-1992): Active in insti-

tuting human rights in
Poland, scholar of constitu-
tionalism in Eastern Europe.

Albie Sachs

(1998): Long-time activist,
now judge on the South
African Constitutional Court.

Mustapha Kamel
Al-Sayyid (1999}: Professor
of political science at the Uni-
versily of Cairo, director of its
Center for the Study of Devel-
oping Countries and active on
the board of major Egyptian
human rights organizations.

Neelan Tiruchelvam
(1987-1988): Sri Lankan
activist and scholar assassi-
nated by a suicide bomber
in 1999,

Theo van Boven
(1986-1987): Longtime head
of the UN Human Rights Cen-
fre, professor in the Nether-
lands and member of several
UN human rights organs.

Jose Zalaquett

(2000): Professor of ethics
and human rights at the Uni-
versity of Chile in Santiago,
member of the Chilean Truth
Commission.

Visiting Teachers
from the United
States (1984-1999)

James Anaya
{now at the University
of Arizona)

Kenneth Anderson
(American University)

Tom Farer
(now a dean at the
University of Denver)

Hurst Hannum
(Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy)

Benedict Kingsbury
{New York University)

papers. Each of the three or four sessions be-
gins with one or more short commentaries,
followed by three hours of moderated discus-
sion limited to five-minute interventions. Af-
terward, the edited transcript is sent to the
participants for their approval. The final ver-
sion of this interactive and cogent conversa-
tion is published and distributed to more
than 2,000 individuals and institutions
worldwide and then put on HRP’s website.
In recent years, the program has averaged
more than one publication annually.

Several of the projects have emerged from
close collaboration with NGOs or other orga-
nizations, among them the Cairo Center for
the Study of Developing Countries and the
Frangois-Xavier Bagnoud Center for Health
and Human Rights. A 1997 project developed

HRP SpANS
He GLOBE

Fellows: Where they've come from COLOMEIA
Intemns: Where they've gone

with the New York-based Lawyers Committee KEY: FeR
for Human Rights led to a roundtable on Busi- B Fellows RL
ness and Human Rights, emphasizing multi- Wi
national corporations’ production in develop- B Eellows and Interns
ing countries and issues like child labor. _CORSRNR  MT wy

Publications during 2000 include Inzer- 1
national Aspects of the Arab Human Rights g ' By Fﬂ"'
Movement, which is being distributed this i T éﬂb . )
spring. Two more are being edited and will '] Guatemata L4 =
be published later in the year: The Role of the 4’ : HONDURAS FURIBIIE0 [
University in the Human Rights Movement, ||\ “‘ +
based on a gathering of leading human Eiwm ENICARAGUA l
rights academics and activists in Cambridge || B osTA Rica
last September; and Religion and State, an
exploration that took place near Athens in A M .‘“

October 1999, with participants from the T

VENEZURLA

Gumré\

United States and Europe but the majority
from several Arab states and Israel.

In cooperation with the Centre for Ethnic Stud-
ies in Sri Lanka, HRP is now planning a round-
table in 2001 on paths toward arresting violence in
incipient ethnic conflicts. Other projects are on the
drawing board.

Not all of HRP’s meetings or conferences take
the form of roundtables intended for publication.
In 1994, HRP hosted an off-the-record discussion
among twenty people, including Richard Gold-
stone, prosecutor of the then-young International
Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, and
Thorvald Stoltenberg, UN peace envoy to the for-
mer Yugoslavia. The participants explored choices
before the tribunal on policies and strategies.

In 1998, a collaboration between HRP and the
International Committee for the Red Cross led to
a combination conference and high-level training
session for scholars, human rights advocates, UN
officials and humanitarian professionals. The six-
day seminar explored dilemmas and challenges
faced by humanitarian organizations in the midst
of armed conflict, particularly internal ethnic strife.

All HRP publications are available in full text

i

on the HRP website at www.law.harvard.edu/

Programs/FHIRP.

IN TOUCH WITH THE WORLD:
The Clinical Experience

Last year, weeks into a student clinical project in
human rights, one of the students somewhat
sheepishly asked, “Who is our client? What is the
product? Where is the court?” Unwittingly, he
raised an important point about the nature of a
human rights clinic. In contrast to most tradition-
al legal clinics, the clients, products and courts are
not givens.

The International Criminal Tribunals for the
Former Yugoslavia or Rwanda, for example, may
receive a lot of attention, but serious and systemic
human rights issues are more frequently resolved
outside the court, through some combination of
international mechanisms, political and public
pressures and, sometimes, threats. The product of
a clinical project for students might be a report for
the public or a UN body, a briefing memo for leg-
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islators or an advocacy paper for a meeting of
nongovernmental organizations. Moreover, it isn't
always clear who the “client” is. It may be a non-
governmental organization, a UN rapporteur or
some diffuse amalgam of organizations made
possible by cyberspace networking.

In choosing clinical projects, HRP tries to satis-
fy three criteria. First, the projects must help stu-
dents develop practical skills like writing, research
and advocacy, as well as sharpen their understand-
ing of specific areas of doctrine and policy. Second,
the projects are linked to NGOs, multilateral orga-
nizations or government bodies through which
students learn how the institutions characterizing
the human rights movement operate. Finally, to
avoid abstract research projects, HRP looks for
timely links to a particular forum such as a meet-
ing of the Commission on Human Rights, a hear-
ing before the Inter-American Commission or, as
in the case of a recent project, an OECD-spon-
sored NGO forum on a new investment treaty.

A number of recent projects follow the more

traditional mold by stressing litigation, brief writ-
ing and appellate advocacy. For example, students
have submitted briefing papers to the Interna-
tional Criminal Tribunals for the Former Yu-
goslavia and Rwanda. They've drafted an amicus
brief in support of a Massachusetts law to restrict
state purchases from companies engaged in busi-
ness in Burma. The brief garnered the support of
more than sixty U.S.-based NGOs and faith-
based organizations. Some other projects have in-
volved collaboration with NGOs like Human
Rights Watch that led to published reports.

But, essentially, HRP seeks to develop projects
on the cutting edge of the expanding human
rights movement, where research can clarify is-
sues or strategies. Thus, major projects have in-
volved themes like human rights and global in-
vestment, trafficking in women, and investment
in Africa by international financial institutions.

After working closely with leading NGOs,
ranging from Human Rights Watch to the Envi-
ronmenta] Defense Fund, students have present-

Theodor Meron
(New York University)

Diane Orentlicher
(American University,
then-deputy director Lawyers
Committee for Human Rights)

James Rowles S.J.D. 93
(private practice)

HLS Faculty Teaching
Human Rights
William Alford

{China)

Mary Ann Glendon
{History of Human Rights)

Randall Kennedy
(Race and South Africa)

Frank Vogel
(Islam and Human Rights)

13




14

Roundtable
Publications

# Diverse Partners: Non-
Governmental Organiza-
tions in the Human Rights
Movement (1991)

& Economic and Social
Rights and the Right to
Health (1995)

# Truth Commissions: a
Comparative Assessment
(1997)

 Business and Human
Rights (1999)

« International Aspects of
the Arab Human Rights
Movement (2000)

® The Role of the Universily
in the Human Rights Move-
ment (pending)

# Religion and State [pend-

ing)

Other Publications

@ Human Rights and For-
eign Policy, a symposium
presented by the East Asian
Legal Studies Program and
HRP (1994

* Guide to Human Rights
Research {1994)

¢ The Edward A. Smith
Lectures

“The New World Order:
Opportunity or Threat for
Human Rights2” lan Martin,
former Secretary General
of Amnesty International
and Head of Mission for
the UN in Rwanda, Haiti
and East Timor

“The Human Rights Move-
ment: From Roosevelt’s Four
Freedoms fo the Interdepen-
dence of Peace, Develop-
ment and Human Rights.”
Louis Sohn, longtime HLS
professor, leading figure in
the formation of internation-
al human rights

“Reinventing Infernational
Law: Women’s Rights as
Human Rights in the Inter-
national Community.” Rad-

Human Rights Program

Measuring the Worth of Public Service

In 1990, Details Magazine ran a photo spread on eligible bachelors in the New York area. Among the
hot-shot traders and young lawyers with sixfigure salaries was one man whose income must have caught read-

ers off guard: Jim Ross, Asia director for the Lawyers Committee for Human Rights. Salary: “Thirty-something.”

Ross, who was editor-in<hief of the Harvard International Law Journal when the Human Rights Program was

formed, has spent his professional career in the human rights movement. Mirroring the transformations in the move-

ment itself, his career has taken him from a wellestablished international NGO based in New York to emergent

groups in Cambodia and, most recently, to humanitarian organizations exploring the links between human rights
and humanitarian assistance. At the Lawyers Committee, Ross conducted missions and drafted reports on countries
across Asia. He presented testimony to Congress and advocated for changes in U.S. policy. His carefully re-

searched reports on the legal systems in Cambodia and Burma served as basic texts for subsequent researchers.

After UN:sponsored elections brought an end to the prolonged war in Cambodia, Ross moved there for the In-

ternational Human Rights Law Group fo oversee a project to support the newly emergent Cambodian human
rights movement. Following that, he did a stint with the United Nations in Bosnia, then returned to HRP as a visit-
ing fellow for the 1997-1998 academic year. Since then, he has worked with the Dutch branch of Doclors With-
out Borders, one of the humanitarian organizations most engaged in scrutinizing the effect of its work on human

rights conditions around the world. “Follow Jim Ross's career,” said Associate Director Peter Rosenblum, “and you

see the best of what has happened in the human rights movement.”

ed papers at consultations in Washington, debat-
ed with World Bank officials and proposed the
wording for draft legislation. A number of pro-
jects have had a catalytic impact that has outlived
the work of the students.

One major area of concentration has been traf-
ficking in women, a field where proposed laws are
under discussion in many states. Deborah Anker,
director of Harvard’s Asylum and Refugee Clinic,
has worked closely with HRP on this and other
projects. “Although everyone recognizes the prob-
lem,” said Anker, “it raises serious questions of strat-
egy and principle. There is some concern that fear of
trafficking is being used to set the clock back on
womenss rights by, for example, preventing women
from traveling freely or taking up educational op-
portunities abroad. Our clin-
ical students helped to define
the issues.”

HRP’s clinical program
has expanded dramatically
during the past four years.
Students can take clinical
work for credit indepen-
dently or in conjunction
with a human rights class.
Each year, about forty of
them respond to calls for
project volunteers. A smaller number engage in
sustained work on the major HRP projects.

*
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Louis Sohn

INTERACTION AND REFLECTION:
The Contribution of the Visiting Fellows

When the Human Rights Program opened its
door to visiting fellows two years after its creation,
it didn't quite know what to expect. At best, it could

offer a symbolic stipend, a desk in a shared office
and access to the vast resources of the university.
The first year produced one fellow, the second three
fellows, and gradually the number grew to the pre-
sent six to ten fellows annually who join the pro-
gram for between four to eighteen months. Now
HRP receives many applications annually from ac-
tivists and academics in all parts of the world.
More than 100 scholars and activists from forty-
three countries have participated thus far, creating
an invaluable global network of human rights
workers engaged in all types of activity, from grass-
roots mobilization, monitoring, critical reporting
and parliamentary participation to policy-oriented
or other forms of scholarship and teaching.
Visiting fellows come for a variety of reasons.
Some want distance from their absorbing work at
home in order to reflect and write. Others want
training in fields that are becoming relevant.
While at HRP, each is engaged in a concrete re-
search project, many of which lead to publication.
They seek out appropriate faculty or audit cours-
es at the Law School or other Harvard faculties.
Many work closely with the associate director, Bi-
weekly lunches feature presentations by the fel-
lows, followed by discussion. In some cases, fel-
lows have informally guided students doing pro
bono work on given human rights projects.
Almost half of the fellows come from devel-
oped countries (including the U.S., Western Eu-
rope and Japan), the rest from the developing
world. The program has sought to raise the per-
centage of fellows from developing countries,
where the needs are greatest but the personal re-
sources are scarcest. Currently, HRP can cover
only 20 percent of financial needs, forcing some
excellent applicants to withdraw. Plans are under

a model for an emerging human rights move-
ment. When he returned to the country before his
death, he was given a hero’s welcome.

Fellows from South Africa have gone on to ad-
vise the president (Nick Haysom), sit on the
Constitutional Court (Lourens Ackermann) and
guide one of the major human rights groups
(Steve Kahanovitz). From Asia, recent fellows
like Vasudha Dhagamwar (India) have pioneered
research and activism for the rights of tribal peo-
ples and women, and Chantawipa Apisuk (Thai-
land) has been a leader in the “empowerment” of
sex workers. Fellows of similar quality and aspira-
tions have come from Africa, Asia, Latin Ameri-
ca and the Middle East, from countries as ideo-
logically diverse as Chile, China, Israel and
Kuwait. Fellows from the United States include
Jim Ross '85, Todd Howland, and Ilene Cohn, all
examples of the “next” generation of human
rights leaders, all with substantial field experience
with nongovernmental and multilateral peace and
human rights operations. m

way to increase support for top candidates with-
out resources and thereby to increase the percent-
age from developing countries to 75 percent.

Fellows have encompassed a striking range of
work and experiences. On many occasions, the
program has served as refuge and refueling
ground for courageous dissenters forced to flee
their countries, temporarily or permanently.
There have been fellows like the late Ebua Lihau,
the first chief justice of Zaire, who was impris-
oned under President Mobutu before he managed
to arrive at Harvard. Francis Seow, the former so-
licitor general and head of the bar association in
Singapore, is another prison alumnus who gained
asylum in the United States and intellectual
refuge at HRP. As Steiner likes to tell his col-
leagues, “We really can’t have deadlines for appli-
cations, because we never know when some of the
applicants will get out of jail.”

The work at Harvard of such fellows has given
them and their cause much needed support. Dur-
ing his exile, for example, Justice Lihau served as

Putting Human Rights
Treaties to Work in Nigeria

By the time he started his studies at Harvard, Felix Morka,
LL.M. '95, was already an experienced human rights activist. He
had worked with the Civil Liberties Organization in Nigeria, one of
the earliest and most prominent human rights NGOs in sub-Saharan
Africa, and then with the International Human Rights Law Group in
Washington, DC. But he felt something was missing. “The human
rights movement,” said Morka, “was out of touch with people on the
ground. Their agenda—mostly civil and political rights—didn't affect
people on a day-to-day basis. As a result, the population was in-
creasingly resigned and apathetic.”

Morka used his time at Harvard partly to reflect on alternative ap-
proaches. How could he tap into the grievances of the overwhelming

Felix Morka

majority of poor people, dispossessed of land and denied access to economic opportunity? “My decision was to
look at economic and social rights,” he said. He wrote a substantial paper on the topic in his research seminar.

With support from the Human Rights Program, Morka traveled to India and then to South Africa, “to study
what grassroots organizations were doing, particularly in the area of housing and evictions. | decided it was
feasible in Nigeria.”

In May 1995, he founded the Social and Economic Rights Action Center (SERAC). In 1996, SERAC cau-
tiously began its first campaigns in Nigeria, targeting the issues of forced eviction and slum conditions, relying
on community mobilization, menitoring, advocacy and legal action. Others had worked on these issues, but
they hadn’t made the link to human rights treaties ratified by the government. In doing so, and taking advan-
tage of a network of international organizations, SERAC gave the issues a new profile without losing an essen-
tially “botfom-up” perspective.

One example came in 1997. “We had an issue with the World Bank regarding the Lagos Drainage and
Sanitation project that would have led to the eviction of more than one million people. We started a campaign,
but the government was unresponsive. Then we turned to the World Bank, which eventually ordered an inspec-
tion and recommended compensation. The results were spectacular.”

The results also temporarily cost Morka his liberty. He was held for two days in prison and two months
without a passport. SERAC's networking and Morka's broad reputation in the human rights movement came to
his aid. “The government action triggered a response from fraditional human rights groups like Amnesty and
Human Rights Watch,” said Morka, “and the government released me.”

hika Coomarawamy, HLS
graduate and UN special
rapporteur on violence
against women

“Transformation of the South
African System of Justice.”
The Honorable Abdullah
Omar, Minister of Justice of
South Africa and longtime
anti-Apartheid activist

University Committee
on Human Rights
Studies

The committee has spon-
sored and published sym-
posia with professors from
twelve Harvard faculties or
departments of the Facully of
Arts and Sciences. The plan-
ning, editing and publishing
of the symposia of 1995
and 1997 were handled by
the Human Rights Program.
The publication topics were:

Human Rights at
Harvard 1995

# “Universities and Human
Rights” (Jonathan Mann,
Henry Steiner)

¢ "United States and Global
Human Rights” (Bryan
Hehir, Stanley Hoffmann,
Debora Spar)

+ “Population Policies and
Human Rights” (Lincoln
Chen, Carla Obermeyer,
Amartya Sen)

+ “Discrimination: Compar-
isons among Gender, Race
and Sexual Orientation”
(Peter Gomes, Randall
Kennedy, Martha Minow)

Human Rights at
Harvard 1997

+ “Universalism and Cultural
Relativism: Perspectives on
the Human Rights Debate”
(Anthony Appiah, Diana
Eck, David Maybury-Lewis)
+ “Remembering and Forget-
ling Gross Violations of
Human Rights” (Patrice
Higonnet, Alan Stone,
Susan Suleiman)
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Letters

FROM THE

Front

Summer internships take HRP students i the se
into some of the most challenging, tor-
mented and sometimes desperate places
in the world. Their field reports reveal the
breadth and diversity of human rights
problems and the students’ sometimes
life-transforming reactions to them.

Dear HRP:

1 spent two days at a hospital for blacks.
Picking my way between the jammed beds (pa-
tients often have to lie under them bec:_iusc of
overcrowding), I came across a sign Saying,
“Keep Out, %‘yphoid." And behind that sign
was a cot, and in it was a living tragedy—a
child with the classic symptoms of‘gross @—
nutrition. Those enormous expressionless eyes
seemed to penetrate deep within me.

Children’s rights is particularly urgent in
South Africa, where 40 percent of the black
population is under fourteen. Black c'hil_dren
have to grow up very quickly, for their lives are
so utterly brutalized. One Inanda mother be-
wailed the fact that her nine-year-old speaks
only of guns, and is most interested in picture
books on weapons. In Inanda, the current
games include playing catch with the tear-gas
canisters.

Carl Soderbergh '88
Soderbergh spent nine
weeks in South Africa in
1986, interning at the law
firm of N. Pillay & Co.
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Dear HRP:

I came to Haiti thinking that human
rights work meant counting violations
and reporting them internationally. I re-
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alized in the weeks following a rally I
witnessed in the Catholic church of St.
John Bosco, these activities are only in-
strumental to a larger end, that of remak-

ing political life. T under-
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Although T interviewed a diverse
group of people in Mexico in a wide va-
riety of fields, I was struck by a common
theme. In response to my questions
about the Mexican legal system and le-
gal assistance for women, I was told over
and over again that legal remedies would
not eliminate the rampant violence per-
petrated against women in Mexico. In-
stead, the people I spoke with reiterated
a slogan that soon became etched into
my mind—rape is not a sexual crime,
but un delito contra la integridad de la
mujer, a crime against the integrity of

Woman. In order to stop this violation
of integrity, they suggested that commu-
nity organizing, improved physical and
mental health care, and particularly edu-
cation were needed in addition to legal
reform and service.

Stacy Brustin '89
Brustin worked with the
Mexican Academy of
Human Rights in 1987.
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Because of mining interests, the Aborigines of
Western Australia are in imminent danger of being
stripped of the gains they have made in rejuvenating

: : Y T el 7
their besieged culture. This new threat isieflected in

A

Aboriginal poet Kath Walker’s recent work, and her

message has taken on an added urgency for me after
having spent three months among the Martu, experi-
encing firsthand the depth of their attachment to the
land: “But time is running out/And time is close at

hand,/For the dreamtime folk are massing/To defend

their timeless land./Come gentle black man/Show your
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no dignity, no hope for the future. ... Australia, in 1988.
I cautiously ventured that human
rights advocacy might result in fewer and
less serious abuses. He responded that p
“there are no human rights in Site 2,
only human wrongs.” '
Roger Normand ’91 Dear HRP: . in London at
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Given my interests, I chose to do my internship at Rights Commutte

the Global Trade Watch Division of the Public
Citizen Organization. Public Citizen was founded
in 1971 by Ralph Nader as a non-profit consumer
advocacy organization. Today it has over 120,000
active supporters and members within the United
States. This in itself was a valuable lesson for me:
That the common man “on the street” cares
deeply about issues of human rights, labor stan-
dards, environmental concerns, etc., hence their
continued support for Public Citizen's programs.

Joel Ngugi, S.J.D. candidate
Ngugi was an intern at

Public Citizen in

Washington, D.C., in 1999.
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Nelson Mandela
supporters crowd a
scaffolding during
the last week of
campaigning before
South Africa’s first
democratic election,
which was held

in 1994,
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HRP and the nongovernmental human rights

movement come of age in an era of rapid change

by PETER ROSENBLUM

he human rights movement is far more than laws, declarations and treaties.
It is driven by inventive activists, academics and institutions, motivated by a
desire to make human rights “real.” With the end of the Cold War, the
movement has expanded massively. From a handful of organizations based
largely in Europe and the United States, the movement is now represented
in all but a small minority of extremely repressive countries sprinkled across the
globe. The tactics, too, have changed, both for countries where dictators have been
replaced by elected leaders and for those that have descended into ethnic violence.
Shaming and denunciation, which are hallmarks of human rights activism, have
been joined by promotional educational projects and “capacity building,” by truth
commissions and criminal tribunals and by selective military intervention and
peacekeeping missions. In the human rights literature, lists of atrocities now stand
together with subtle analyses of social expenditures, complex cultural practices and
the activities of private corporations. If human rights organizations were once dom-

inantly “statisticians of violence,” their tasks are now more complex and deeper.

Harvard Law School
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Making a Difference in the Middle East

Shawaqi Issa, a Human Rights Program visiting fellow in 1999-2000, grew
up in a Palestinian refugee camp in Bethlehem. He was arrested for the first time at
age thirteen. “The older students were demonstrating at school and, of course, every-
one was there,” he said. “I don’t even remember the exact reason for the demonstra-
tion.” For one month, Issa was held at the Israeli mil-
itary base where he and the other students had to
clean the camp. He was sentenced to a year in
prison for flying a Palestinian flag, but he was re-
leased because there was nowhere to keep children.
A few years later, the Intifada swept across the terri-
tories, bringing Palestinian youth info daily violent
confrontation against the Israeli authorities. Issa left
to study abroad. When he returned in 1990, he de-
cided to move from the streets to the courts, He and
a colleague set up an organization fo challenge
land confiscations. “Our aim was to give free legal

ASSOCIATED PRESS

aid to people who had no money and no recourse.”
Now, Law—the Palestinian Society for the Protection of Human

Palestinian
youths fire sling-
shots at Israeli
soldiers during |
clashes in Bethle-

‘ Rights and the Environment in East Jerusalem—employs forty-two
fullfime staff including fourteen lawyers {four of whom are Israeli).
Supported partly by Weslern foundations, it provides legal aid and
researches violations of human rights and environmental rights by
both the Israeli government and the Palestinian Authority. Issa is one
of the new breed of Palestinian activists who has as little tolerance for the excesses of
the Authorily’s leaders as for the Israelis with whom he has dealt on human rights issues.
A conflict in 1999 with the Palestinian Authority illustrates the point. A Palestinian

newspaper, owned by a minister in the Authority, accused Law of fabricating informa-

hem in 1998.

tion about forture in Palestinian prisons. “We sued for defamation,” said Issa. “It was a
difficult choice because we support freedom of the press, but this was an article by a
minister.” Eventually, the minister backed down and agreed to print a public apology.
The case was dropped, and the Palestinian Authority learned a lesson about the tenac-
ity of the Palestinian human rights movement.

Moments IN THE
March or Human

Rights

The Nuremberg Trials
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The Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (UN)

About the time the Human Rights Program
was created in 1984, a new breed of watchdog
and fact-finding organization, the human rights
nongovernmental organization (NGO), came to
share center stage in the human rights move-
ment. The NGOs brought a popular dimension
to the human rights movement and worked more
effectively than the politics-dominated, intergov-
ernmental organizations (IGOs) to “implement
the demands of international morality,” as one
scholar put it. The United Nations recognized 41
NGOs in 1948, a figure that leapt to more than
1,000 by 1992 and is still rising. Among the first
and most visible global NGOs were Amnesty In-
ternational, which was formed in 1961, and Hu-
man Rights Watch (HRW), whose first division
was established in 1978. When Amnesty won the
Nobel Prize for Peace in 1971, it brought a new
level of attention and credibility to the human
rights movement.

Meanwhile, repressive regimes, which were the
focus of the NGO campaigns, were resisting
change, silencing or driving out voices of advoca-
cy in their midst. The case of Kenyan lawyer Gib-
son Kamau Kuria was typical. For years, he put
his name to nearly every significant human rights
dispute in Kenyan court. On several occasions,
Amnesty International campaigned on his behalf
when he was detained for his work. In 1990, he
was forced to flee and for the next year he found
refuge as a visiting fellow at HRP.

Despite such government oppression, Jocal hu-
man rights movements began to proliferate and
thrive. Networks of NGOs emerged in Africa,
Asia and Latin America (where, in fact, human
rights activists had begun to assert themselves
long before the end of the Cold War). When
Kenya’s President Arap Moi gave in to internal
and international pressure for more open dem-
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Ghana becomes the

first black African sub-

in the worldwide decolo-
nization movement of

the '50s and ’60s
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Saharan country to achieve
independence, a milestone

ocracy, Kamau Kuria was able to
return to Kenya, a little more
than a year after he fled.

HRP and the
Expanding
NGO Movement

Since its inception, HRP has
been intimately linked to the
NGO movement, serving as a
forum for debate, a launching
place for analysis, a training
ground for activists and, as the
story of Kamau Kuria illus-
trates, an intellectual refuge for
activists under attack.

One of the first fields of in-
quiry was the growing tension
within the human rights move-

PETER ROSENBLUM

A group of traditional leaders from Cameroon are involved in an ongoing exer-

ment. Many NGOs from what ~cise to resolve and prevent local conlflicts.

came to be referred to as the

global “South”—the less developed countries that
tend to be the focus of human rights campaigns—
resented the dominance of the NGOs from the
“North”—the United States and Western Europe.
The Northern groups relied on frontline activists
in the South for information and cases, but the
Northern NGOs were perceived to dominate the
agenda, control funding and set priorities that of-
ten reflected their own concerns.

For instance, some NGO leaders from the
South felt that the emphasis placed on the indi-
vidual “prisoner of conscience,” a centerpiece of
Amnesty International mobilization, simplified
issues and deflected attention from the more
pressing concerns of the developing countries. At
a conference in Crete organized by HRP and Hu-
man Rights Internet in 1989, thirty-two partici-
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Berlin Wall is erected,
a marker of the Cold War

Amnesty International
is formed

Mobutu, a Cold War ally,

takes power in the Congo

pants from around the world gathered to discuss
their views on the human rights movement. “A
main point of the critics was that stress on indi-
vidual cases...may blur the big picture, the sys-
temic and structural issues that underlie and in
some sense explain violations,” recounted Diverse
Partners, HRP’s report on the meeting.

The open airing of dissension and concern
among NGOs was a rare occurrence. There
were—and still are—no official mechanisms for
bringing together in dialogue the “diverse part-
ners” that constitute the movement, a gap that
HRP has sought to fill with its periodic roundta-
bles. The Crete conference was co-sponsored by
Human Rights Internet (whose name predates
the era of computer connectedness and refers to
international networking in the movement),

3
w
'3
@
a
w
=
=
o
(=]
73
7]
<

Augusto Pinochet comes
to power in Chile,
overthrows the elected
government
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The NGO move-

ment, even as it

became more di-
verse in geogra-
phy, interests
and form, was
achieving more
coherence on

basic issues.
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The Helsinki Accords;
Eastern European countries
sign on to human rights
provisions, acknowledging
the human rights obligations
in the Communist bloc




In the age of
Cold War proxy
battles in Africa,
no one asked
whether contact
between Shell
and Nigeria
affected human
rights. Nowa-
days, the com-
panies them-
selves raise the

question.

1976

which leant its experi-
ence and credibility to
the endeavor.

The Crete conference
marked a2 moment in the
evolution of the NGO
movement before dra-
matic changes occurred.
Since that time the
movement has become
increasingly diverse and
decentralized. Many of
the people instrumental
in the transformation of
the human rights move-
ment have spent time at
HRP, whether as stu-
dents, fellows, visiting
professors or guest speak-
ers. Joe Oloka-Onyango
occupied three such
roles. He came to Har-
vard from Uganda in
1985 and completed an
SJ.D. in 1989. Though

e
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Students from an international school in Hong Kong show their support during the fiftieth an-
niversary celebration marking the adoption of the Universal Declaration.

critical of the leadership
of President Museveni, he returned to Uganda and
opened a human rights center at Uganda’s premier
Makerere University. Later, he was clected dean of
the law school and became a member of the UN
Subcommission on Human Rights. Oloka-
Onyango has become one of the most articulate—
and nondoctrinaire—voices for human rights in
Africa. In 1998, he returned to Harvard as a visit-
ing professor to teach a well-received course on
human rights in Africa. He also participated as a
panelist in HRP’s fifteenth anniversary celebration.
Oloka-Onyan-

go’s classmate at

Harvard, Makau wa

1977 1978

Mutua, was a refugee from Kenya who completed
his law studies in Tanzania before earning his
SJ.D. degree at Harvard. Mutua then directed
the Africa Program for the Lawyers Committee
for Human Rights in New York. He returned to
Harvard in 1991 as projects (and later associate)
director of HRP, during which time he also
played an instrumental role in the human rights
struggle in Kenya. Now a law professor at the
State University of New York at Buffalo, where he
heads a human rights program, Mutua has be-
come through his writings one of the most seri-
ous, articulate and discussed critics of cultural bias
in the human rights movement.

US supports Contras
in Nicaragua

International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights
is signed

International Covenant
in Economics, Social and
22 Cultural Rights is signed

President Carter appoints Patri- ~ Human Rights Watch

cia Derian as the nation’s first is founded

Assistant Secretary for Human 2,

Rights and Humanitarian Affairs 8
=

Amnesty International %

wins the Nobel Peace Prize Bk

The growing voice of such activists from the
South has also had a direct effect on NGOs in the
North. One small indication is the number of
Africans, Asians and Latin Americans who head
the organizations or direct research at major in-
ternational NGOs, including Amnesty Interna-
tional, the International Commission of Jurists
and the Africa, Latin America and Middle East
divisions of HRW. An impressive number of
HRP alumni from the developing world are
quickly assuming places of responsibility in major
organizations, including Jose Miguel Vivanco, di-
rector of the Latin America division of HRW,
Viviana Krsticevic (Argentina) LL.M. 93, direc-
tor of the Center for Justice and International
Law; Ariel Dulitsky (Argentina) LL.IM '99, Latin
America director for the International Human
Rights Law Group; Binaifer Nowrojee (Kenya)
LL.M. '93, researcher at HRW; and Radhika
Coomaraswamy (Sri Lanka), the United Nations
special rapporteur on violence against women and
director of the International Centre for Ethnic
Studies.

A recent HRP roundtable, this one in Cairo,
demonstrated how far the NGO movement had
come in a few years. It was organized by HRP and
the Cairo University Center for the Study of De-
veloping Countries to discuss the Arab human
rights movement, and there was a new level of
sophistication around the table. Activists from
Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Palestine, Kuwait,
Lebanon and Yemen, representing years of expe-
rience with local repression, exchanged criticisms
and proposals about the movement with repre-
sentatives of international NGQOs and funders
from around the world. The international NGO
participants included Hany Megally, an Egyptian
who heads the Middle East and North Africa Di-
vision of HRW, and Middle East expert Emma

Playfair, the executive director of Interights in

Climbing the Ladder of Women'’s

Rights Advocacy

In 1997, Wendy Patten’s life took a very unexpected turn. She accepted a job with the

U.S. Justice Department.

Until that time, her work had been consumed by the human rights NGO movement. Be-
fore coming to Harvard Law School, she spent three years working on women's develop-
ment, the last year in Senegal where she became particularly aware of the need to combine
human rights with an economic development strategy. “We were working with @ women'’s
collective engaged in processing and selling fish. Our project was delayed for eight months
because of problems getting title to land in the name of the women,” said Patten '94.

During her J.D. years at Harvard, she pursued her interests in women's rights and
Alrica. HRP sponsored her first summer in Uganda, where she worked with a women'’s
NGO engaged in direct legal services. On graduation, she received a Skadden Arps Pub-
lic Inferest Fellowship that enabled her to work for AYUDA, a Washington, D.C.-based
NGO that provided legal assistance to immigrant and refugee women on domestic vio-
lence, family law and immigration proceedings. “In Africa, the groups wanted to know

how we worked at home. | wanted to have some real knowledge here and build my own
base and credibility. To be useful to others, | had to learn how our system worked.” She

stayed at AYUDA for three years.

Then the Justice Department knocked. “It was a fabulous opportunity to see how human
rights policy is made and implemented at the highest levels of government,” she explained.
Two years later, the National Security Council {NSC) asked her to work with it on refugee

issues, treaty implementation and frafficking in women.

She again accepted the challenge.

“I never expected this,” she said. “They wanted me to work on the issues that mattered

most to me. Clearly, this would be a learning experi-
ence that | could share. The most effective advocates
are the ones who understand the institutions and the
constraints that they act under.”

At the Justice Department and the NSC, Patten has
been a strong spokesperson for the human rights
movement. “There is something humbling about hav-
ing been an advocate. No matter how involved | be-
come in the bureaucratic debate, | am always able to
step back and tell myself, ‘It is about women; it is
about people facing persecution, and we can do

vn

something about it.

Velvet Revolution, fall of
Communism, in Czech

Republic and elsewhere

China, Tiananmen Square

~ 1986

The first Truth Commission
in Argentina, the National
Commission of Inquiry

into Disappearances,
publishes its report, “Nunca-
Mas” (“Never Again”)
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Bosnian conflict begins
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If the Truth Be Told

Excerpts from HRP’s roundtable publication, “Truth Commissions: a Comparative
Assessment” (1997)

Henry Steiner, HRP director and professor of law

The cause of the Irish problem, suggested William Gladstone, is that the Irish nev-
er forget, while the English never remember. Is there then a golden mean, some
“proper” degree of collective memory appropriate for bearing in mind the cruelties
and lessons of a froubled past, while not so consuming as to stifle the possibilities of
reconciliation and growth? How might one imprint such a memory on a people's or
state’s conscience? What kinds of institutions or processes would be appropriate?
What purposes might be served by a detailed recording of gross abuses, not only
for the collectivity but also for the individuals involved as victims or perpetrators?

José Zalaquett, professor of law and former member of
Chilean Truth Commission

The political changes of recent years have brought new issues into the human
rights agenda. One of them concerns how to deal with past evil deeds. The main
question is: Must this be done? It must be done not because of a fixation with the
past as such, but because the past can influence society’s present and future.

Following o major breakdown of the rule of law and basic civic values, a society
must reconstruct its moral underpinnings. Truth commissions can be a part, perhaps
the cornerstone, of such a process of moral reconstruction. | believe that they are
most important when crimes affecting values that are crucial to the character of the
state have been denied or remain unacknowledged. Governments usually deny
deeds that can never be justified, such as killings in custody, disappearances and
torture. Such secret crimes must be unveiled.

...[But] we should bear in mind that truth commissions are not a simple recipe for
every transitional situation. They are only a part of a more complex policy to ad-
dress the past—sometimes including compensation, prosecutions and institutional
change. They are most useful where broad sectors of society do not believe or ac-
knowledge critical facts.

Bryan Hehir, professor of practice in religion and society at the
Harvard Divinity School

| think that truth commissions function at three levels. The first entails catharsis. ...
The second level involves the process of moral recon-  (Continued on apposite page)
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World Conference on
Human Rights in Vienna

International Criminal
Tribunal for the Former

Yugoslavia is formed
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Human Rights Program

Nelson Mandela votes in
the first democratic
elections in South Africa

Genocide in Rwanda

London. Grievances between the locals and inter-
nationals came forth, as they had in Crete a
decade earlier, but there was a fresh and important
sense of convergence of ideas and views. The non-
governmental movement, even as it became more
diverse in geography, interests and form, was
achieving more coherence on basic issues.

Thematic and
Strategic Diversity

The human rights movement has diversified in
other ways as well. Fifteen years ago, the tactics of
most human rights NGOs were limited to “mobi-
lizing shame,” using information and publicity to
intimidate oppressors and embarrass their foreign
funders. These tactics may have been useful
against criminal regimes, many of which were
supported by the United States and its allies, but
with few exceptions, those governments are now
gone and the problems persist. Today, activists
may be educating and building capacity in one
state, facing private militias in another and criti-
cizing a World Bank-backed oil project in a third.
In the age of Cold War proxy battles in Africa, no
one asked whether a contract between Shell and
Nigeria affected human rights. Nowadays, the
companies themselves raise the question.

Activists are often faced with questions of how
to stop internal conflict, end impunity without
undermining the possibilities of bringing peace,
provide humanitarian assistance without support-
ing private militias, work to achieve economic and
social rights and deal with conflicts stemming
from deep cultural norms. HRP and many of its
alumni are now involved in all aspects of this de-
bate, in scholarly and active ways. HRP alumni
have actually formed new orga-
nizations, among them:

e The Center for Economic

World Conference on Women
in Beijing
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and Social Rights, founded by Chris Jochnick 93
and Roger Normand 91,

* Equality Now, a women’s rights organization
founded by a small group, including Jessica
Neuwirth 85 and Navanethem Pillay S.J.D. ’88;

* Social and Economic Rights Action Center
(Nigeria), founded by Felix Morka LL.M. 95 (see
box, page 15);

¢ International Anti-Poverty Law Center, co-
founded by Maria Green ’97;

e Institute for Human Rights and Develop-
ment, Banjul, Gambia, founded by Julia Harring-
ton '95, after years of working with the African
Commission on Human and People’s Rights.

* Women’s Rights Network, founded by Carrie
Cuthbert 95 and Kim Slote "95.

Other alumni work independently or in exist-
ing organizations building bridges between tradi-
tional human rights concerns and related fields.
For example, Jim Ross "85 (see box, page 14) is
working with a major humanitarian organization,
Doctors Without Borders, as it seeks to draw hu-
man rights and humanitarian law into its work.
Similarly, Paul O'Brien 93 has worked with Care,
one of the largest U.S.-based humanitarian orga-
nizations, to review its practices in light of human
rights. Elliot Schrage '86 teaches a course on busi-
ness and human rights at Columbia Business
School and advises corporations on human rights
practices. In the field of litigation, Jennie Green
’91 has played a leading role in bringing civil
claims against individuals and corporations under
the Alien Tort Claims Act, and Sandra Babcock
91 works to bring international law to bear on
U.S. death penalty jurisprudence. Luke Cole 89
has been a top figure in developing the field of en-
vironmental racism.

What is next on the horizon? Recently, HRP
turned the spotlight on itself and the role of the
university in the human rights movement. In the

1998 1999

struction.... Society must pass judgment on what has been heard. It must establish a
moral account of the historical record. The third level verges on the political—what is
done with the process of truth telling® A number of options are available. A society
may [even] choose to “forget” or ignore the fruth.

Tina Rosenberg, member of editorial board, the New York Times

| am struck by how many comments outline the parallels between truth commis-
sions and the therapeutic process of dealing with victims of posttraumatic stress dis-
order. The similarities are striking. People need to tell their story, but this is not all.
Two other levels are important. People need to tell their stories to someone who is
listening to them seriously and validating them. This is official acknowledgment.
More importantly, victims must be able to reintegrate that narrative into their whole
life story.

Lawrence Weschler, staff writer, the New Yorker

As the victims put their own lives together, they also pull the whole country together.
| detect three overlapping metaphors in our discussion: the realms of law, art and
therapy. The most effective truth commissions carry on elements of the theatric, by be-
ing broadcast to the public on television, for example. Artfulness of presentation
makes the commission more effective. The public responds like an audience of a
Greek tragedy. People must organize their lives in an artful way that lends them a
cathartic life experience at the end.

Yael Tamir, senior lecturer in philosophy, Tel-Aviv University

If the peace process is to move forward it cannot proceed on the basis of an investi-
gation of the past. Rather, we must disassociate ourselves from the past and build a
future based on an absiract acknowledgment of the injustice done by both sides, an
injustice grounded in the fact that we share the same small piece of land for which
both sides make claims of right. We must therefore reach an agreement regardless of
past injustices. Peace cannot be grounded in competition over past suffering.

Fateh Azzam, former director, Al Haq, Ramallah

What should emerge from this strange animal called the peace process? | have
some disagreement with Yael. Unless we acknowledge what happened in the past, it
will continue to come up. Israelis and Palestinians must redefine their relationship, but
not necessarily deny it. We must acknowledge one another in a way that lays a prop-
er foundation for our future. This will take a very long time. The Palestinians need to
hear some acknowledgment in order for them to admit that co-existence is possible.

Rome Conference for the
creation of the International
Criminal Court

World Trade Organization
riots in Seattle, Washington
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Student Intern’s Portfolio
Speaks a Thousand Words

Debi Cornwall “00 arrived in the troubled city of Jakarta, Indonesia,
in June 1998, mere weeks after the deadly uprisings that achieved the
ouster of President Suharto had quieted down. What the HLS student
and amateur photographer saw when she deplaned was shocking. A
city in disarray. Burned out vehicles rotting by the roadsides. Debris and
relics of civic unrest strewn everywhere. Construction halted. Buildings in
such bad shape that she couldn't tell “what was on its way up and what

was on its way down.”

It was an eye-opening summer infernship. Armed with the knowledge
acquired both through her human rights studies at HLS and an under-
graduate internship to South Africa at the dawn of its new democracy,
Cornwall set about her job with the Committee for
Victims of Violence and the Disappeared.

It wasn't easy. She was a woman alone with little
command of the language. The bureaucratic obsta-
cles she and her colleagues faced were huge. Theirs
was a relatively new organization, and the re-
sources were limited. Still, their mission, o investi-
goate and prosecute on behalf of thousands of
abused and missing persons, was one that seemed
achieveable now that the country was assembling a

new government. Cornwall’s princi-
pal work was helping the commit-
tee launch an international press
campaign, refine its organizational
goals and coordinate its activities.

She also took pictures, capturing
as she had during her stay in South
Alfrica the indelible images of re-
pression, destruction, hope and re-
newal around her. As a witness to
the human rights struggle and as a
testament fo the value of summer in-
ternships, the photographs speak as
loudly as a thousand words.

Human Rights Program

| Arms and the
man, or the boy,
as the case may
be. Cornwall
captured disturb-
ing images in the
shadows of In-
donesia (right)
and the harsh
light of South

I Africa (below).

days before the fifteenth anniversary celebration,
HRP hosted some of the world’s leading academ-
ic figures in the human rights movement. For a
day and a half, they discussed what the university
should or could do for human rights. “In the pub-
lication that is due this summer, there is some-
thing thoughtful for everyone at that roundtable
to disagree with,” Steiner said.

William Alford, the Henry Stimson Professor
of Law at Harvard and head of the East Asian
Legal Studies program, has watched HRP for a
decade. “There is a real sophistication in the pro-
gram about the development of international hu-
man rights in a way that speaks to many and dif-
ferent peoples. They recognize the slightly differ-
ent ways that different cultures and peoples might
approach different issues. That’s quite impressive,
and it’s not easy,” Alford said. “HRP is one of the

best things that the
Law School does.”

Looking back over
fifteen years, the de-
velopment of the
Human Rights Pro-
gram has been as sur-
prising as develop-
ments in the movement itself. The late James
Vorenberg, who formally launched HRP when he
was dean in 1984 and long gave it vigorous sup-
port, expressed it well: “I thought we had certain
strengths that no other school had, like a very
large library of foreign books and journals that
were not getting much use and a large number of
graduate students from countries where human
rights was a problem. We also had a fair number
of faculty members who had some particular in-
terest in human rights issues. So it seemed to me
that if any universities were going to set up a hu-
man rights program, we should surely be a lead-
ing one among them. What I did not take into ac-
count was Henry’s imagination and energy, and
that, combined with the rest, really developed that
1984 moment and the program in a way that con-
tinues today.” B

A 1HRP

The work of HRP’s alumni is the
program’s grandest achievement.
Their contributions to the public
interest—often specificially to
human rights advocacy, explo-
ration and scholarship—have
been extraordinary. The bio-
graphical sketches below vividly
illustrate this point.

Each year, HRP adds about
thirty-five names to its “alumni”
database. They come from grad-
uating students who, during their
years at IHLS and HRP, commit-
ted serious time and energy to
human rights work, to scholar-
ship and/or to both. They also
include the year’s visiting fellows.
The alumni total is now about
600 former students and visiting
fellows. It’s difficult for HRP to
keep in touch with many of these
alums, given address changes and
the many alumni who are
abroad.

The list below grew out of
responses to HRP’s alumni
questionnaire, asking about
human rights or other public
interest work in which alums are
now or were recently engaged.
It’s likely that names of at least
fifty more would appear if we
had been able to reach everyone,
and if all those doing such work
had replied. So the list below is
more than a sample, but far from
complete.

Any graduate wishing infor-
mation to be included may call
(617-495-9362), write (HRP,
Pound Hall 401, Harvard Law
School, Cambridge, MA 02138)
or email (hrp@law.harvard.edu).

Payam Akhavan, LL.M. '90,
S.J.D. candidate, is legal advisor
at the Prosecu-
tor’s Office of
the Internation-
al Criminal Tri-
bunal for the
Former
Yugoslavia in
the Hague. At
HLS he is
preparing a the-
sis examining
conceptions of

genocide. At
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D‘ebc;l;ah Anker and
Payam Akhavan

the Tribunal, he served as advisor
on indictments against officials
such as Milosevic and Karadzic,
and argued the first case before
the Appeals Chamber of the Tri-
bunal (Erdemovic v Prosecutor
1997). He has also published
extensively on human rights
issues and served as visiting lec-
turer at Yale Law School during
the 1998 fall semester.

Kenneth Anderson ’86 is associ-
ate professor of law at Washing-
ton College of Law, American
University, Washington, D.C.
He was formerly director of the
Human Rights Watch Arms
Division and general counsel to
the Open Society Institute.
Anderson is chair of the board
and general counsel to the
Media Development Loan
Fund, a non-profit organization
that promotes free expression
worldwide through the develop-
ment of financially sustainable
independent media. He is also
chair of the advisory board of
the Open Society Institute
Landmines Project, which
makes grants in support of the
international campaign to ban
landmines. He is most recently
legal editor of Crimes of War:
What the Public Needs to Know,
Roy Gutman and David Rieff,
eds. 1999.

Tony Anghie, S.J.D. 95,

teaches international law and
international business transac-
tions at the College of Law,
University of Utah. Last summer
he taught at the Law Faculty

of the University of Colombo,
Sri Lanka, and delivered a

series of lectures on “Human
Rights, Global-
ization

and Develop-
ment,” at the
summer session
of the Erik
Castren Insti-
tute for Public
International
Law and
Human Rights
in Helsinki,
Finland.

N C

Deborah Anker, LL.M. '84, is
director of the Immigration and
Refugee Clinic at Harvard Law
School. In addition, she works
with HRP Associate Director
Peter Rosenblum supervising the
clinical program in human rights.
Her research and writing focus
on women immigrants and
women refugees. The third edi-
tion of her treatise, Law gf Asy-
lum 1n the United States, was
recently published, as were three
articles she co-authored on
refugee issues. She started the
nonprofit Refugee Law Center,
Inc., with two col-
leagues. Anker and
her husband wel-
comed a baby boy,
Phillip Samuel,
born Sept. 28,
1998.

Chantawipa “Noi”
Apisuk, V.F.’97, is
founder and direc-
tor of EMPOW-
ER Foundation, an
organjzation work-
ing with sex work-
ers in Thailand. It
provides education and legal and
health assistance, including
HIV/AIDS help, to sex industry
workers to give them more
choice about work. EMPOWER
works to eliminate the stigma
associated with sex work, to pro-
mote equal opportunity to eco-
nomic and social services and to
fight discrimination against sex

workers with HIV/AIDS.
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Roberto P. Aponte-Toro, LL.M.
"84, is professor at the Universi-
dad de Puerto Rico, where he
teaches a general human rights
seminar. He participated in the
ASIL panel discussion, “Free
Trade, Democracy and Human
Rights,” last April. “A Tale of
Distorting Mirrors: One Hun-
dred Years of Puerto Rico’s Sov-
ereignty Imbroglio,” will probably
appear in the book Sovereign in a
Domestic Sense, to be published by
Duke University Press in 2000.

Christopher J. Arias-Piranio '93
is associate counsel for the Puerto

Sandra Babcock

Rican Legal Defense and Educa-
tion Fund, Inc. Since 1997, he
has participated in state and fed-
eral litigation in the areas of lan-
guage and employment rights
and of housing discrimination.
He has also been involved in
efforts to further economic
opportunity among poor ethnic
communities of the northeastern
U.S. From 1993 to 1996, he was
associate counsel for Florida
Rural Legal Services, Inc., where,
among other things, he was
involved in litigation against
South Carolina’s peach industry
and its widespread
practice of debt
peonage.

Sandra Babcock
’91 has spent the
last eight years rep-
resenting indigent
defendants at trial
and on appeal. She
has devoted a sig-
nificant part of her
practice to the rep-
resentation of for-
eign citizens on
death row, includ-
ing Stanley Faulder, a Canadian
recently executed by the state of
Texas. She now consults with
attorneys across the country
regarding the application of
human rights treaties in capital
cases. Last year, she argued as
amicus curiae before the Inter-
American Court on Human
Rights regarding the repeated
violations by the United States of
the Vienna Convention on Con-
sular Relations.

Audrey Baker ’89, now an asso-
ciate producer at ABC News
Special Projects, is working on a
project on children’s rights. She
was political affairs officer for the
United Nations Mission for the
Verification of Human Rights in
Guatemala in 1995-96.

Rajagopal Balakrishnan , S.J.D.
candidate, Soros Justice Fellow.
This spring, he began teaching at
the Department of Urban Studies
and Planning at MIT. Before
coming to HLS, he helped estab-

Harvard Law School
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lish the first field office of the
United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights in
Cambodia. He has published

articles on human rights themes.

Margaret Becker *92 is an attor-
ney with Legal Action of Wis-
consin, Inc., in its Rock County
Homelessness Prevention Project.
She previously practiced union-
side labor and employment law
with the firm of Cullen, Weston,
Pines and Bach in Madison,
Wisconsin. Before moving to
Wisconsin in 1994, Becker repre-
sented farmworkers as an attor-
ney with Michigan Migrant
Legal Assistance Project, Inc., in
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Eva Brems, LL.M. 95, has been
a fellow at the Institute for
Human Rights of the Katholieke
Universiteit Leuven (Belgium).
She is an active member of the
Flemish section of Amnesty
International and the League for
Human Rights. Her publications
in English include “The Margin
of Appreciation Doctrine in the
Case-Law of the European Court
of Human Rights,” 1-2:56 Hei-
delberg J. Int. L. (1996); and “Ene-
mies or Allies? Feminism and
Cultural Relativism as Dissident
Voices in Human Rights Dis-
course,” 19:1 Hum. R#s. Q. (1997).

Brian Burke '90 is the in-house
counsel for The Nature Conser-
vancy in San Francisco, Califor-
nia, where he works to protect
land and create nature preserves.
The Conservancy works
throughout the U.S,, Latin
America, the Caribbean and the
Pacific to preserve the plants,
animals and the natural commu-
nities that represent diversity of
life on Earth. Since its inception
in 1951, the Conservancy has
protected more than 8 million
acres in the U.S. alone. Burke
also continues his pro bono activi-
ties on immigration matters.

Samya Burney ’95 has been the
Asia researcher for the Women's
Rights Division of Human
Rights Watch (HRW), for which
she has investigated and reported
on violations of women’s human
rights in Asia and worked with
women’s organizations in the
region and around the world to
improve the protection of
women’s rights. Burney’s publica-

tions for HRW include
Bangladesh: Political Violence on
All Sides and Crime or Custom?
Violence Against Women in Pak-
istan.

Kathleen Campbell 92 works
for the United Nations Office for
the Coordination of Humanitari-
an Affairs (OCHA). In July
1998, she left OCHA’s New York
headquarters to return to the
field and to open its office in
Uganda, where she focuses on
helping the international aid
community to better coordinate
its efforts. Before leaving New
York, Campbell published Com-
plex Crisis, Complex Peace:
Humanitarian Coordination in
Angola, UNDHA, New York
1998.

Thomas Carothers '85 is vice
president of the Carnegie
Endowment for International
Peace in Washington, D.C.,,
where he oversees research in
international policy areas ranging
from the nonproliferation of
nuclear weapons to the effects of
the information revolution on
international affairs. His own
work focuses on democracy pro-
motion and its role in U.S. for-
eign policy. He has worked in
many countries on democracy
assistance projects and written
widely on the subject. His latest
book, Aiding Democracy Abroad:
The Learning Curve (Carnegie
1999), assesses the state of the
field of democracy promotion.
Prior to joining the Carnegie
Endowment, he practiced law
with Arnold & Porter and was an
attorney-advisor at the Office of
the Legal Advisor of the U.S.
State Department.

Paolo Carozza 89 is associate
professor of law at Notre Dame
Law School. He teaches interna-
tional and comparative law sub-
jects, including human rights,
and is heavily involved in the
activities of the Notre Dame
Center for Civil and Human
Rights. His recent research and
publications have focused on the
use of comparative legal methods
in international human rights,
and on the European Court of
Human Rights.

Christine Cervenak, V. F. 92, is
raising her children and working
part time in conflict resolution.

One project for the Conflict
Management Group in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts, involved
co-writing a guide for USAID on
alternative dispute resolution in
developing countries. IMost
recently, she and a local team
conducted a study on commercial
arbitration, for the Asia Founda-
tion, in Sri Lanka.

Vandana Chak 89 is an attorney
practicing law in New York City.
In March-April 1998, Vandana
was invited to the University of
the North in South Africa, to
assist with establishing a Nelson
Mandela foundation in the U.S.
(The highlight of her visit was
meeting Mandela himself.) She
participates in and organizes cul-
tural and social awareness events
for the South Asian community
in New York.

Hilary Charlesworth '86 is pro-
fessor and director of the Centre
for International and Public Law
at the Australian National Uni-
versity in Canberra. She teaches
international law and interna-
tional human rights law and most
recently has written 7%e Bound-
aries of International Law: A Fem-
inist Analysis, with Christine
Chinkin (Manchester University
Press, forthcoming). Until 1999,
she was a hearing commissioner
with the Australian Human
Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission. She also convenes
the Optional Protocol Network,
assisting those wishing to make
complaints against Australia
under the optional protocol to
the International Covenant on

Civil and Political Rights.

Janie A. Chuang '98 was a Har-
vard Sheldon Fellow researching
the application of international
human rights law to the problem
of trafficking in women. During
her fellowship, she assisted the
UN Special Rapporteur on Vio-
lence Against Women, Radhika
Coomaraswamy, LL.M. ’90. She
is the author of “Reconceptualiz-
ing Trafficking in Women: Defin-
itions, Paradigms, and Contexts,”
11 Harv. Hum. Rts. J. 65 (1998).

Ilene Cohn, V. F.’99, has been
working since March 1999 with
the Special Representative of the
UN Secretary-General for Chil-
dren and Armed Conflict. She is
principally responsible for the

Human Rights Program

office’s international law-related
advocacy and work on child sol-
diers, the protection of children
in peace processes, and country-
specific work in Latin America.
She recently published “The Pro-
tection of Children in Peacemak-
ing and Peacekeeping Processes,”
12 Harv. Hum. Rts. J. 129 (1999),
and “The Protection of Child
Soldiers During the Liberian
Peace Process,” 6 Int. . Child Ris.
179 (1998).

Luke Cole '89 continues to prac-
tice environmental justice law,
directing the California Rural
Legal Assistance Foundation’s
Center on Race, Poverty and the
Environment, and working with
low-income communities to fight
environmental hazards through-
out the U.S. He also serves as
chair of the Enforcement Sub-
committee of the EPA’s National
Environmental Justice Advisory
Council. He publishes widely in
the environmental justice field,
most recently in the Ecology Law
Quarterly. He will be taking a
six-month sabbatical in 2000 to
teach full-time at Hastings Law
School in San Francisco, where
he lives with his wife Nancy and
their son Zane.

Roberto Cuellar, V. F.’87, was

appointed executive director of

the Inter-American Institute of
Human Rights on October 11,

1999. He recently traveled to

o
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Roberto Cuellar

Cuba, where he addressed a
workshop for activists and pro-
moters for the Peace and Justice
Commission of the Catholic
Church in the Havana Archdio-

cese.

Carrie Cuthbert ’95 is founding
co-director, along with Kim Slote
’95, of the Women’s Rights Net-
work (WRN). WRN is a human

rights organization working to
end domestic violence and sexual
abuse, and to strengthen the
global women’s human rights
movement using a combination
of training, organizing, public
education and participatory
research., Cuthbert and Slote are
co-authors of articles in Violence
Against Women: An International
and Interdisciplinary J. (February
1997) and of “Innovative Over-
seas Strategies to End Domestic
Violence,” Tex. J. Women & L.
(Spring 1997).

Marcella David, 92 Ford Fellow,
is a professor of law at the Uni-
versity of lowa where she teaches
an introduction to public interna-
tional law and a seminar on
human rights. She is a founding
member of the Midwest Coali-
tion for Human Rights. Recent
publications include a chapter on
“The U.S. Government and
‘Women,” in 2 multi-volume
sourcebook, The International
Rughts of Women, Transnational
Press, and articles in the Harvard
and Michigan international law
journals.

Rangita de Silva-de Alwis,
LL.M.’94,S.J.D.’97, is immi-
gration policy analyst for the
Massachusetts Immigration and
Refugee Advocacy Coalition.
Duties include analyzing immi-
gration policy issues and engag-
ing in advocacy on law reform.

Vasudha Dhagamwar, V. F. 98,
is the executive director of the
Multiple Action Research Group
(MARG) in New Delhi, India,
an NGO that disseminates rights
information to disadvantaged
groups, especially to rural
women, both by producing the
material and by holding training
workshops. Dhagamwar’s publi-
cations include “Criminal Justice
or Chaos?” Har Anand (1997).
She is completing the manuscript
she started at HRP called “Role
and Image of Law in Rural
India” and preparing a second
edition of her book, Towards the
Uniform Civil Code.

Catriona Drew, V. F. 99, teaches
public international law and
international human rights at the
School of Law, University of
Glasgow, Scotland. She is also a
Ph.D candidate in the Depart-
ment of Law at the London

School of Econom-
ics. Her principal
research lies in the
area of self-deter-
mination of peo-
ples. Recent publi-
cations include
“The East Timor
Popular Consulta-
tion: Self-determi-
nation Denied,”
Human Rights Law
Review (1999).

Luise Druke, V. F.
’88, concluded her
13th assignment in the Office of
the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees. For the past two years,
she was UNHCR representative
in Kazakhstan. She is now a
UNHCR research scholar at
Harvard, researching the chal-
lenges of human rights and
refugee institutions in post-Com-
munist countries. Her previous
writings include “Harmonization
of Asylum Law and Judicial
Control Under the Third Pillar,”
in Justice and Home Affairs in the
Eurapean Union, College of
Europe, Centre du droit comparé
et européen, Lausanne 1995; and
“The United Nations in Conflict
Prevention,” in The Art of Conflict
Prevention, Brassey’s Commen-
taries, no. 7, New York 1994.
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Ariel E. Dulitzky, LL.M. 99, is
Latin America program coordi-
nator at the International Human
Rights Law Group, an NGO of
human rights defenders and legal
professionals engaged in human
rights advocacy, litigation and
training around the world. He
continues to litigate cases before
the Inter-American Commission
and the Inter-American Court
on Human Rights.

George Edwards '86 is founder
and director of the Program in
International Human Rights
Law at Indiana University, where
he is an associate professor. Some
of his recent publications include
“Applicability of the ‘One Coun-
try, Two Systems’ Hong Kong
Model to Taiwan,” 32:3 New
England I.. Rev. 751-78 (Spring
1998); and “Hong Kong: Preserv-
ing Human Rights and the Rule
of Law,” 12:3 American Univ. J.
International L. & Policy 407
(Summer 1997). He was an
NGO delegate to the 1998 Rome
Diplomatic Conference on the

George Edwards

¥ 4 Establishment of a
“  Permanent Inter-
national Criminal
Court. During the
autumn of 1999,
he was a visiting
professor at
DePaul University
College of Law in
Chicago.

Karen Engle '89 is
professor of law at
University of Utah
College of Law.
She teaches inter-
national law, human rights,
immigration law and employ-
ment discrimination. Her writ-
ings have concerned identity pol-
itics (gender, race, sexuality) and
law in human rights and employ-
ment discrimina- —

tion, often question-
ing traditional liber-
al strategies. She is
currently working
on a project entitled
“Human Rights and
the Predicament of
Culture.”

Paula Escarameia,
LL.M.’86,S.J.D.
’88, was legal coun-
selor at the Por-
tuguese Mission to
the UN until 1998.
She was involved in drafting the
Statute of the International
Criminal Court, among other
things. She is also involved,
through the NGO International
Platform of Jurists for East
Timor (IPJET), in giving advice
to Timorese on international law
issues. She published several arti-
cles on human rights, including
“The Meaning of Self-Determi-
nation and the Case of East
Timor in International Law and
the Question of East Timor,”
IPJET 1999.

Helen Fein, V. F. 93, is executive
director of the Institute for the
Study of Genocide (ISG). She
organized an ISG conference in
December 1998, “Ever Again?
Evaluating the UN Genocide
Convention on its 50th Anniver-
sary and Proposals to Activate
the Convention.” She also
authored “Gender and Genocide:
The Uses of Women and Group
Destiny” in 1 Journal of Genocide
Research (Spring 1999). In
August 1999, she received a Dis-

Laurel Fletcher

tinguished Career Award for
Contributions to Scholarship,
Teaching and Services from the
Peace, War, and Social Conflict
Section of the American Socio-
logical Association.

Laurel Fletcher "90 is associate
director of the International
Human Rights Law Clinic at
Boalt Hall School of Law, Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley
where she supervises students
representing refugees in asylum
proceedings and engaging in
human rights projects. Fletcher
was in Bosnia last summer work-
ing with a team of Boalt students
and Bosnian law students to con-
duct an interview study of Bosn-
ian judges. Fletcher’s book review
of Chuck Sudetic’s Blood and

— - - Vengeance was
published in the
Human Rights
Quarterly last May.

Robert Foster '92,
an associate at
Rackemann,
Sawyer and Brew-
ster in Boston,
represents Harbor
Me, Inc., an orga-
nization serving
victims of domes-
tic violence. He
serves as co-chair
of the Boston Bar Association’s
Section on the Delivery of Legal
Services, which is devoted to
issues concerning the delivery of
civil legal services to the poor.

James Thuo Gathii, S.J.D. 99,
is an assistant professor in Inter-
national Business Law, Human
Rights and Ethics, Graduate
School of Management, Rutgers
University. Recent articles
include “Good Governance as a
Counter-Insurgency Agenda to
Oppositional and Transformative
Social Projects in International
Law,” 4 Buffalo Hum. Res. L. R.
(1999); and “Representations of
Africa in Good Governance Dis-
course: Policing and Containing
Dissidence to Neo-Liberalism,”
Third World Legal Studies (1999).

Suzanne Goldberg 90 is a senior
staff attorney at LAMBDA
Legal Defense and Education
Fund, where she works on a wide
range of issues related to sexual
orientation discrimination. She

leads LAMBDA’s work on
Harvard Law School
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immigration and asylum rights
for lesbians, gay men and people
with HIV/AIDS. She recently
co-authored Strangers to the Law:
Gay People on Trial, University of
Michigan Press 1998, as well as
an entry on immigration and
travel restrictions for people with
HIV in the Encyclopedia of AIDS
(1998).

James A. Goldston '87 has
recently become deputy director
of the Open Society Institute,
part of a worldwide network of
more than 30 foundations estab-
lished by the George Soros Foun-
dation to promote mote open
societies through educational,
social, legal and economic reform,
and the defense of human rights.
For three years previously, Gold-
ston was legal director of the
European Roma Rights Center, a
Budapest-based organization
engaged in advocacy and litiga~
tion on behalf of Roma (“gyp-
sies”). From 1991 to 1995, he was
an assistant U.S. attorney in the
Southern District of New York.

Stephen Golub 85 is project
director of the Ford Foundation’s
Global Law Programs Learning
Initiative, an effort to derive and
disseminate lessons springing
from the foundation’s support for
law-oriented activities around the
world. He teaches international
development law and policy at
the Boalt Hall School of Law at
the University of California at
Berkeley. He also is an individual
projects fellow of the Open Soci-
ety Institute, and is contributing
to a Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace book on civil
soclety assistance.

Jennie Green '91, formerly
administrative director of HRP, is
an attorney at the Center for
Constitutional Rights. She is on
the Legal Advisory Committee
of the Center for Justice and
Accountability, and on the Advi-
sory Committee of the Interna-
tional League for Human Rights.
She also fills committee roles
with the ABA and the Interna-
tional Centre for Human Rights
and Democratic Development’s
war crimes tribunals project.

Maria Green '97 is founding
director of the International
Anti-Poverty Law Center
(IAPLC), a New York-based

Human Rights Program

NGO that focuses on poverty
issues from an international
human rights perspective. She
previously worked with the Cen-
ter for Economic and Social
Rights. Green’s recent work
includes writings on human
rights indicators, and on the
structure of substantive general
comments of the UN Committee
on Economic, Social and Cultur-
al Rights. She is also the primary
author of the CESR Guide to Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights,
CESR, forthcoming. The
TAPLC can be reached at
taplc@iaplc.org.

Tanya Greene ’95 works with the
National Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers Death Penalty
Resource Council, at the South-
ern Center for Human Rights in
Atlanta, Georgia. She defends
death row inmates in Georgia
and Alabama, and provides
resources to other capital defend-
ers around the U.S. Greene won
the 1999 Reebok Human Rights
Award for her work,

Aeyal Gross, LL.M. 93, S.].D.
’96, teaches international law and
related courses at Tel-Aviv Uni-
versity Faculty of Law. His most
recent publication in English is
“The Politics of Rights in Israeli
Constitutional Law,” 3 Israel
Studies 80 (1998). He serves on
the board and the legal commit-
tee of the Association of Civil
Rights (ACRI) in Israel. In 1998,
he represented ACRI before the
UN Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights. He
also serves, pro bono, as general
counsel to the Society of Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgen-
der People in Israel.

Michelle Gueraldi, LL.M. 98, is
an attorney at the Inter-Ameri-
can Court of Human Rights.
Before obtaining her LL.M., she
worked for three years at the
Projeto Legal-IBISS in Rio de
Janeiro, a human rights legal
defense center for street and mar-
ginalized children.

Julia Harrington 95 is exccutive
secretary at the Institute for
Human Rights and Develop-
ment, based in the Gambia. The
institute is engaged in capacity-
building and human rights litiga-
tion in Africa before the African
Commission and courts relying

on the African Charter. She also
works to provide administrative
support to the African Commis-
sion’s Special Rapporteur on
Extrajudicial Executions.

Farooq Hassan, V. F. 90, was an
advisor to the Prime Minister of
Pakistan on law and international
affairs. He represented the
administration before the UN
Human Rights Commission in
Geneva in 1998, and before the
Sub-Commission on the Promo-
tion and Protection of Human
Rights in 1999. He also led the
Pakistan delegation in the nego-
tiations for an International
Criminal Court. He is president
of the Pakistan League for
Human Rights, which acted,
among other things, as one of the
monitors of the country’s general
elections in 1997. He writes a
syndicated column in Jang, Pak-
istan’s leading newspaper.

Nicholas Haysom, V. F. 87, was
chief law advisor to President
Nelson Mandela in the South
African Office of the President
from 1994. He is currently chair-
ing an all-party committee on a
new constitutional law for
Burundi and working on an
ethics code for members of the
executive branch. He was closely
involved in the negotiations of
the South African Interim Con-
stitution (1994) and the final
Constitution, which came into
effect in 1997. He co-authored
Fundamental Rights in the New
Constitution: Gommentary and

Cases, Jutas 1997.

Dan Heffernan '87 currently
practices in Boston with Weis-
man & Associates. Their current
cases include a suit against the
City of Worcester and various
school personnel for their failure
to stop years of abuse of children
with disabilities perpetrated by a
special education teacher. Heffer-
nan is president of the board of
directors of the Federation for
Children with Special Needs
and the Community Legal Ser-
vices and Counseling Center.
He and his wife Julia Samuelson
Heffernan have three children,
Brian, Magdalene and Evelyn.

Eric Heinze '91 is at the Faculty
of Laws, Queen Mary and West-
ficld College of the University of
London. He has recently pub-

lished “Principles for a Meta-
Discourse of Liberal Rights: The
Example of the European Con-
vention on Human Rights,” 9
Indiana Int’l & Comp. L. R. 319
(1999); “The Universal Child?”,
in Of Innocence and Autonomy:
Children, Sex and Human Rights,
Eric Heinze, ed. (1999); and
Landmark Cases in International
Law, Eric Heinze and Malgosia
Fitzmaurice, eds. (1999).

Genoveva Hernandez Uriz,
LL.M.’99, is a visiting professor
at the University of Oklahoma
Law Center, where she teaches
human rights and international
business transactions. She spent
last summer in N'djamena
(Chad) working with local
human rights groups on a range
of issues, including the human
rights implications of an oil
exploitation project, and the pos-
sible prosecution of the former
Chadjian ruler.

Todd Howland, V. F.’97, is
deputy chief of the UN Human
Rights Division in Angola. He is
also an active member of the
Dublin-based International
Human Right Trust, which is
devoted to improving human
rights field interventions. He
recently published “Mirage,
Magic or Mixed Bag? The Unit-
ed Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights’ Field Opera-
tion in Rwanda,” 21 Hum. Res. Q.
1(1999).

Dianne Hubbard '85 is coordi-
nator of the Gender Research
Project at the Legal Assistance
Centre in Windhoek, Namibia, a
position she has held for the past
seven years. This project engages
in research and advocacy aimed
at law reform in areas such as
violence against women and fam-
ily law. Current work centers
around forthcoming laws on rape
and domestic violence. Among
her publications is “The Many
Faces of Feminism in Namibia,”
co-authored with Colette
Solomon, in The Challenge of
Local Feminisms, Amrita Basu,

ed., Westview Press 1995.

Paul Hunt, V. F.’97, is the rap-
porteur to the UN Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights. He serves on the Adviso-
ry Board of the International

Anti-Poverty Law Center.

Deborah Isser-Herzberg 96 is
an associate at Morrison and
Foerster in New York. She is
working with former classmate
Suzanne Nossel and a group of
lawyers and academicians to set
up an Internet-based channel
through which human rights
activists outside North America
can receive pro bono assistance
from private attorneys. She
clerked for the Honorable Justice
Dalia Dorner of the Supreme
Court of Israel from 1996-98.

Richard Jerome 84 has been
deputy associate attorney general
with the U.S. Justice Department
since 1997, with principal respon-
sibility for civil rights matters and
the Community Relations Ser-
vice. In 1999, he was part of the
State Department delegation to
the 55th Session of the United
Nations Human T35
Rights Commis-
sion in Geneva,
where he advised
the delegation on
human rights com-

pliance in the U.S.

Chris Jochnick '93
is a co-founder and
advocacy director of
the Center for Eco-
nomic and Social . .
Rights (CESR, I8
WWW.cesr.org).
CESR was estab-
lished in 1993 to address the lack
of attention to economic, social
and cultural rights within the
mainstream human rights move-
ment. In 1997, he moved to
Ecuador to start the center’s
Latin America office
(www.cdes.org), which now has a
full time staft of 10 persons and is
active in a number of South
American countries. He recently
published “Confronting the
Impunity of Non-State Actors:
New Frontiers for the Promotion
of Human Rights,” 21 Fum. Ris.
0. 1, 56 (February 1999).

Chris M. Johnson '94 has
worked as a staff attorney at the
Southern Center for Human
Rights in Atlanta since 1995.
During that time, he has handled
death penalty cases at trial, on
appeal and in post-conviction
proceedings in Georgia and
Alabama, as well as prison-condi-
tions lawsuits against Alabama

county jails. In 1998, he married

Megan De Vorsey, an assistant
federal public defender in
Atlanta.

Steve Kahanovitz, V. .93, is
reglonal director at the Legal
Resources Centre, Cape Town,
one of the five offices of the
Legal Resources Centre in South
Africa. Its mission is to enable its

client to ensure the respect, pro-
tection, promotion and fulfill-
ment of the rights contained in
the constitution of the new
democratic South African state.
Its innovative land program and
constitutional program concen-
trate on economic, social and cul-
tural rights.

Pascal Kambale, LL.M. 99, is
now consulting with the Inter-
national Human Rights Law

Pascal Kambale

Group and Human Rights

Watch. He is a
founding member
and executive vice
president of the
Democratic
Republic of
Congo’s leading
human rights
organization,
ASADHOQO, and a
leading human
rights lawyer in
the Congo. He
plans to return to
the Congo next
year, to start a
human rights program at the
University in Butembo.

Jonathan Kamin ’93, an associate
at Sachnoff and Weaver in
Chicago, is a pro bono advocate
for the Center for Neighborhood
Technology (encouraging envi-
ronmentally friendly business/
industrial practices). He also
works as liaison with the Com-
munity Economic Development
Law Project, which provides legal
support to low income/minori-
ty/not-for-profit entrepreneurs
and organizations.

Mikhail Kazachkov, V. F. 93, is
president of Freedom Channel,
Inc., which he founded while
with the HRP. In its early years,
Freedom Channel produced
more than 20 documentaries on
human rights, market and demo-
cratic themes aired on Russian
national television. Freedom
Channel has been involved in an
effort to build an Internet-acces-

HRP VAR

sible legal database for Russian
paralegals involved in human
rights work in the provinces.

Ali Khashan, V. F. 92, is founder
and dean of the Palestinian
School of Law at Al Quds Uni-
versity and has served on the Ad
Hoc Committees for the Min-
istry of Justice and for Palestinian
Basic Law. He is currently
preparing two books, The General
Theory of the Constitutional

Law and Palestinian Constitution-
al System.

Jae-Won Kim, V. F. 91, is pro-
fessor of law and assistant dean
for academic affairs at Dong-A
University in Pusan, South
Korea. He has also been actively
engaged in a legal reform
campaign as a member of Peo-
ple’s Solidarity for Participatory
Democracy, a leading Korean
NGO. In 1991, he translated
Thomas Buergenthal’s Interna-
tional Human Rights into
Korean.

Goran Klemencic, LL.M. 97, is
a counselor to the government of
Slovenia in the cabinet of the
Minister of Interior on questions
of human rights. He lectures part
time on constitutional criminal
procedure at the College of
Police and Security Studies,
Ljubljana, Slovenia. He is a
national coordinator of the
Council of Europe’s program on
Police and Human Rights. Since
February 1999, he has been a
member of the UN Commission
for the drafting of the Rules of
Procedure and Evidence and Ele-
ments of Crime for the Interna-
tional Criminal Court.

Dino Kritsiotis, V. F. '98, lec-
tures in international law at the
University of Nottingham, and
undertook research on UN safe
areas during his fellowship at
HRP. He recently published arti-
cles in the Michigan Journal of
International Law and the Fletch-
er Forum of World Affairs. In
1999, he lectured at the 17th
Annual Summer School on
International Humanitarian Law
in Warsaw, Poland. He is on the
board of editors of the Journal of
Armed Conflict Law.

Viviana Krsticevic, L1..M. 93,
is executive director of the Center
for Justice and International

INOte

Law, a regional human rights
organization with headquarters
in Washington, D.C. She liti-
gates extensively before the Inter-
American Commission and the
Inter-American Court on
Human Rights on behalf of
victims of human rights viola-
tions. She has also co-taught a
human rights seminar at Wash-
ington College of Law of
American University for the
past three years. She has pub-
lished several articles on interna-
tional human rights.

Zbigniew Lasocik, V. F. 93,
runs the Polish Section of the
International Commission of
Jurists. In this capacity, he deals
with legal reforms in Poland,
support for human rights
activists in Belarus and constitu-
tional education for lawyers. He
continues to work for the Euro-
pean Human Rights Foundation
as a consultant and external
expert on human rights and civil
society, and to teach at Warsaw
University’s Department of
Criminology and Human Rights
Center.

Hope Lewis '86 is a professor of
law at Northeastern University
School of Law. Her main areas of
research and teaching have been
in international human rights

and business law. She is currently

developing a new course, titled
Human Rights in the Global
Economy. She has written law
review articles on cultural rela-
tivism; the right to development
(“Women (Under) Development:
The Relevance of the Right to
Development to Poor Women of
Color in the United States,” 18
Law and Policy (UK./SUNY
Buffalo) 281 (1996)); and on the
human rights of black labor
migrants (“Lionheart Gals Facing
the Dragon: The Human Rights
of Inter/national Black Women
in the U.S.,” 76 Ore. L. Rev. 567
(1997)).

Soonyoung Lim, V. F. 97, works
for Korea’s Sexual Violence Relief
Center as a researcher. This cen-
ter provides comprehensive psy-
chological, legal and medical
assistance for victims of sexual
violence. She has also developed
programs for human rights edu-
cation and for preventing sexual
assault. She recently published a

manual for a sexual harassment-
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prevention training program with
a co-worker.

Stephen Livingstone, LL.IM.
'84, is Professor of Human
Rights Law at Queens University
Belfast and acting director of its
Centre for International and
Comparative Human Rights
Law. He is a member of the
executive of the Committee on
the Administration of Justice in
Belfast and has acted as a human
rights consultant for the British
Council, Council of Europe and
European Union. Recent publi-
cations include 7The Inter-Ameri-
can System of Human Rughts, ed.,
with David Harris, Oxford Uni-
versity Press 1998.

Ellen L. Lutz, V. F."95, is a part-
ner in the Alternative Dispute
Resolution (ADR) law firm of
Buckalew and Lutz, LLP. She
recently completed a Fulbright
Fellowship in Uruguay, where she
taught a course entitled Interna-
tional Justice: From Nuremberg
to Pinochet, and is editing a book
with the same title. She served
on the Human Rights Watch
delegation to the diplomatic con-
ference to create an International
Criminal Court and is an adjunct
professor at the Fletcher School
of Law and Diplomacy.

Michael Malamut ’85 is a staff
attorney at the New England
Legal Foundation, a public inter-
est law firm that advocates for
traditional civil liberties and
property rights. From 1992-98,
he was an attorney with the
Boston Housing Authority.
Malamut does pro bono work for
the AIDS Action Committee
and the Volunteer Lawyers for
the Arts, and serves on the
boards of the Massachusetts Gay
and Lesbian Anti-Violence Fund
and the Lena Park (Dorchester,
Massachusetts) Community
Development Corporation.

Chris Mburu, LL.M. '93, works
as a human rights officer for the
UN Opbserver Mission for Sierra
Leone. In 1998, he was appoint-
ed to the UN Special Investiga-
tive Team that documented viola-
tions of human rights and inter-
national humanitarian law in the
Democratic Republic of Congo.
He previously worked as a project
coordinator at the International
Human Rights Law Group,

Human Rights Program

' J. Patrick

where he directed a project to
empower human rights NGOs in
eastern Zaire.

Martha McDougall, LL.M "95,
1s legal counsel for the Refugee
Section of the Immigration and
Refugee Board of Canada in
Montreal, Quebec. In November
1998, she took a leave of absence
to teach law at National Univer-
sity in Butare,
Rwanda. She
will be return-
ing to Rwanda
for three
months this
coming Sep-
tember, to con-
tinue teaching
law.

Meagher '89
continues to work with the Cen-
ter on Institution Reform and the
Informal Sector (IRIS) at the
University of Maryland in Col-
lege Park. He is currently based
in Sri Lanka and doing research
in South Asia on issues of state
corruption and infrastructure
development. Some recent publi-
cations include “Misgovernance
or Misperception? Law and
Finance in Central Asia,” based
on research in 1998 in Kyrgyzs-
tan and Kazakhstan, and “Coop-
erating against Corruption: Gov-
ernance and Jurisdictional Design
in Plural Societies,” which he co-
authored with an IRIS colleague.

Jamie F. Metzl '97 left the
National Security Council Staff in
1999 to work as senior coordina-
tor for International Public Infor-
mation in the State Department.
In this capacity, he is implement-
ing the Presidential Decision
Directive designed to galvanize
the U.S. government to be more
creative in using information tools
to prevent and mitigate crises.
Metzl is teaching a course in
international human rights law at
Georgetown this spring.

Naoko T. Miyaji, V. F.’92, is an
assistant professor at the Depart-
ment of Hygiene, Kinki Univer-
sity School of Medicine, in
Japan, where she incorporates
human rights issues into the
teaching of medicine and public
health. She is also involved in the
networking of grassroots activi-

ties and psychiatric care for

Jennifer Moore

female survivors of sexual and
other types of violence. Her pub-
lications include “Friendly Per-
suasion? Legislative Enforcement
of Male Responsibility for Con-
traception,” Tong, R., Anderson,
G., Santos, A., eds., Globalizing
Feminist Bioethics in the 21 Centu-
7y, Westview Press, forthcoming
2000. She and Jack Tobin, former
administrative director of the
Human Rights
Program, have
two children.

Jennifer Moore
’87, an associate
professor at the
University of
New Mexico
School of Law,
teaches refugee
law and com-
parative human
rights law. She served as associate
protection officer for the UN
High Commissioner for
Refugees in Conakry, Guinea
(1991-93) and Washington, D.C.
(1993-95). She is a co-author,
with Musalo and Boswell, of
Refugee Law and Policy (1997),
the first U.S. casebook on refugee
law. She is the mother of Kyra,
six, and Tessa, one.

Makau wa Mutua,
S.).D. 87, is profes-
sor of law and co-
director of the
Human Rights
Center, State Uni-
versity of New York
at Buffalo. He
taught as visiting
professor at Harvard
Law School in
1999. He was for-
merly associate
director of HRP,
and director of the
Africa Program at
the Lawyers Committee for
Human Rights. He continues to
publish widely on a range of
themes in international human
rights and current politics.

EQuUALITY NOW

Devanesan Nesiah, V. F. 96, is a
consultant at the Marga Institute
and member of the board of gov-
ernors of Climate Change Lanka.
He is principal coordinator of “A
History of Ethnic Conflict in Sri
Lanka: Recollection, Reinterpre-
tation & Reconciliation,” a pro-
ject designed to lead to a three-
volume publication with that title,

oYl sl

by the end of 2000. His previous
affiliation (January 1997-April
1998) was with the Resettlement
and Rehabilitation Authority of
the North of Sri Lanka, the state
agency responsible for the welfare
of well over a million inhabitants,
approximately one half of whom
remain displaced.

Jessica Neuwirth '85 is a founder
and president of Equality Now,
an international human rights
organization working for the pro-
tection and promotion of
women’s rights. She worked on a
short-term basis for the Interna-
tional Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda as an expert on sexual
violence, in connection with the
Akayesu judgment. In 1997, she
founded Equality Enterprises,
Inc., a company created to raise
funds for women’s rights. The
first project of this company is
The Horse Latitudes, a gift store
at 94 Charles St., Greenwich
Village, NYC, or on the Internet

at www. horselatitudes.com.

Fionnuala Ni Aolain, V. F. 94

is currently a professor at Ulster
University in Northern Ireland.
She had been an assistant profes-
sor of law at Hebrew University,
Faculty of Law, in Jerusalem,

EQUALITY NOw

Jessica Neuwirth

Israel. In 1996-97, she worked as
representative of the prosecutor
for the International Criminal
Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia.
She continues to be a member of
the Committee on the Adminis-
tration of Justice (Northern Ire-
land). Recent publications
include “Fluid Boundaries—
Charting the Relationship
Between Human Rights and
Humanitarian Law,” Israeli Year-
book on Human Rights (1999),
and “The Fractured Soul of the
Dayton Peace Agreement—A

Legal Analysis,” Michigan J. Int.

L. (1998). Her forthcoming
book, The Politics of Force, charts
the management of the Northern
Ireland conflict between 1969
and 1994, and is pending publi-
cation.

Roger Normand 91 co-founded
the Center for Economic and
Social Rights (CESR) in 1993.
CESR is one of the first human
rights groups to
focus on poverty
and economic
exploitation. As
policy director, he
oversees policy
development and
supervises the Mid-
dle East Program,
with projects in
Iraq and Palestine.
He has also worked
with Human
Rights Watch-Asia 2
and Cartholic Relief 2
Services, and has published arti-
cles in the Harvard International
Law Journal, the Journal for
Refugee Studies, the Nation, the
Washington Post, the Guardian
and other periodicals.
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Suzanne Nossel '96 was recently
appointed senior advisor on UN
Management and Reform in the
office of Richard Holbrooke, U.S.
Ambassador to the UN. She is
working with former classmate
Deborah Isser and a group of
lawyers and academicians to set
up an Internet-based channel for
human rights activists outside
North America to receive pro
bono assistance from private
attorneys. With classmate Eliza-
beth Westfall, she co-authored
Presumed Equal: What America’s
Top Women Lawyers Really Think
about their Firms, Career Press
(1998). Her email address is nos-
sels@state.gov.

Marek Antoni Nowicki, V. F.
"91, was a member of the Euro-
pean Commission of Human
Rights from 1993 until it was
dissolved this year. He is, among
other things, president of the
Human Rights Commission of
the Polish Bar, vice president of
the Helsinki Foundation of
Human Rights in Warsaw,
member of the Legal Advisory
Board of European Roma
Rights Center and author, most
recently, of “The Right to Legal
Assistance in Criminal Proceed-

Roger Normand

ings,” 5:1-2 The Parker School .
of East European Law, (1998);
“Les lenteurs des procédures
civiles et pénales et la maniére
de les combattre,” 8 Bulletin des
Droits de I'FHlomme, Institut Lux-
embourgeois des Droits de
I'Homme (1998).

Binaifer Nowrojee, LL.M. 93, is
living in Cambridge, Massachu-

; setts, and working
with the Africa
Division of Human
Rights Watch on a
number of areas in
human rights,
including national
human rights insti-
tutions in Africa,
womens rights
issues and the
rights of refugees
and internally dis-
placed persons.

-

Rugemeleza A. K. Nshala, LL.M
'97, is executive chairman of
Lawyers’ Environmental Action
Team (LEAT), a public interest
environmental and human rights
organization in Tanzania. He
teaches environmental law at the
University College of Lands and
Architectural Studies (UCLAS), a
constituent college of the Univer-
sity of Dar es Salaam. He is also
part of the team drafting the new
NGO legislation in Tanzania
under the auspices of the vice
president’s office.

Jessie N. Madu Nwabueze,
LL.M. 87, recently published an
article on the social problems of
Nigerian children in African Pro-
file USA, and was interviewed for
an article in Lifestyle magazine,
on African women on the move
in Britain.

Celestine Nyamu, S.J.D. candi-
date, is a research
associate with
Women and Law
in East Africa and
conducted field
research in
Makueni district,
Kenya, between
June 1998 and
February 1999.
Her current
research deals with
gender, culture and
property relations
in a plural legal
context.
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Helena Nygren Krug, LL.M. 95
recently left the Office of the
High Commissioner to take a
position as Human Rights Focal
Point at the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO). The objective
is to integrate into WHO work
human rights concerns ranging
from disease eradication to
humanitarian relief to more
development-oriented work
aimed at poverty alleviation.

Liliana Obregon, S.J.D. candi-
date, is currently studying issues
of identity and culture in Latin
American perspectives of interna-
tional law. She is former publica-
tions director of the Center for
Justice and International Law in
Washington, D.C. Her recent
articles include “In Search of
Hope: The Plight of Displaced
Colombians,” in The Forsaken
People, Roberta Cohen and Fran-
cis M. Deng, eds. 1998, and sev-
eral articles in Encarta Africana
(Microsoft, CD-ROM) and
Africana Encyclopedia, Henry
Louis Gates and Anthony Appi-
ah, eds., Perseus Books (1999).
While at Harvard, she has
worked actively to bring the issue
of Colombia’s human rights
abuses to the attention of the
international community.

Paul O’Brien 93 left the presi-
dency of the Echoing Green
Foundation in New York in 1998
to return to East Africa. Since
then, he has worked as a human
rights consultant and trainer in
East and Southern Africa and
Afghanistan. He has worked
mainly with humanitarian NGOs
and the UN to raise awareness of
the nexus between human rights
and humanitarian assistance in
complex emergencies. He has
recently taken a position as
regional policy advisor for CARE
International, cov-
ering East Africa
and the Middle
East.

Mitsuo Okamoto,
V. F.98, is fulltime
professor of peace
studies at the Fac-
ulty of Law,
Hiroshima Shudo
University. His
focus of research
and teaching is in
the area of human
rights issues of war

victims. He published an article,
“Peace and Human Rights,” in
1998, and edited a book, Peace
Studies in the Making, in 1999,
both in Japanese.

J. Oloka-Onyango, S.J.D. '89,
has served the first year of a term
as dean of law at Makerere Uni-
versity in Uganda, having been
director of the Human Rights
and Peace Centre (HURIPEC)
since 1996. He has recently com-
pleted studies on trade, globaliza-
tion, human rights and racism for
the United Nations Sub-Com-
mission on Human Rights, to
which he was elected in 1998.
His recent publications include
“Human Rights and the Quest
for Sustainable Human Develop-
ment (SHD): The Case of Struc-
turally Adjusted Uganda” and
“Heretical Reflections on the
Right to Self-Determination at
the Close of the Second Millen-
nium: Prospects and Problems for
a Democratic Global Future,” 15
American University Int. L. Rev.

(1999).

Omo Omoruyi, V.F."95, is a
research fellow at the African
Studies Center at Boston Univer-
sity. His sojourn at HRP afforded
him the opportunity to reflect on
the crisis of democratization in
Nigeria from his personal experi-
ence, from which two books are
emerging. One is the Tale of June
12: the Betrayal of Democratic
Rights of Nigerians, London:
African Books (forthcoming).
The other is based on more than
30 lectures and papers he gave on
democratic rights within human
rights in Africa. It is called Omo
Omoruyi and Democracy in Nige-
ria, by Drs. Femi Akinola (Har-
vard), Victor Manfredi (Boston)
and Adesina Sambo (Lagos).

Mark Osiel '87 is professor of
law at the University of Towa,
where he teaches international
humanitarian law, legal ethics
and remedies. He is author of
Mass Atrocity, Collective Memory,
and the Law (1997), and Obeying
Orders: Atrocity, M thitary Disci-
pline and the Law of War (1999).

Daniel Owen, M.P.A. 91, works
in Washington, D.C., in the
Social Policy Unit of the Interna-
tional Finance Corporation, part
of the World Bank Group. Previ-
ously, he acted as an advisor to
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the Ethical Trading Initiative in
the United Kingdom, an alliance
of companies, government,
NGOs and trade unions working
to promote fundamental rights
through codes of conduct.

Raul C. Pangalangan, LL.M.
’86, S.J.D. 90, is dean at the Uni-
versity of the Philippines Law
School. Last year, he was a visit-
ing professor at HLS. He partici-
pated in the drafting of the
statute for the international crim-
inal court as a delegate for the
Philippines and served on an
International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) panel of
experts that examined the status
of humanitarian rules as interna-
tional custom. His publications
include a forthcoming essay, “Ter-
ritorial Sovereignty: Command,
Title and the Expanding Claims
of the Commons,” which will
appear in Boundaries, Autonomy
and Justice: Diverse Ethical Views.

Morris Panner 88 is deputy
chief of narcotics for the U.S.
Department of Justice. In 1998,
he was resident
legal advisor in the
U.S. Embassy in
Bogota, Colombia,
advising on the
creation of task
forces to combat
narcotics, corrup-
tion, human rights
violations and
money laundering,
among other
things. Previously,
he was an assistant
U.S. attorney in
the Southern District of New
York and a member of the Orga-
nized Crime and Terrorism Unit.

Wendy Patten "94 works as spe-
cial counsel to the director of the
Violence Against Women Office
at the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, which oversees implementa-
tion of the Violence Against
Women Act of 1994. In the
recent past, she has worked on
projects to address trafficking in
women, and has provided train-
ing and technical assistance to
prosecutors, judges and NGOs
on domestic violence in Mongo-
lia and Russia. Prior to joining
the Justice Department in 1997,
she provided legal services to
immigrant and refugee women in
domestic violence, family law and

Human Rights Program

Nancy Perkins

immigration matters at Ayuda in
Washington, D.C.

Jehan Perera ’87 is media direc-
tor at the National Peace Council
of Sri Lanka, which is engaged in
promoting a negotiated settle-
ment to that country’s long civil
war. Last year, he was an interna-
tional fellow at Brandeis Univer-
sity. He is a weekly political
columnist at a national newspa-
per. He has contributed a chapter
to Negotiating Peace in Sri Lanka,
Kumar Rupsinghe, ed., London:
International Alert 1998.

Nancy L. Perkins '87, a special
counsel at Arnold and Porter in
Washington, D.C., represents the
Lawyers Committee for Human
Rights in litigation, and as pro-
ject leader for a study on abuses
associated with the expedited
removal provisions of the Immi-
gration Reform and Immigrant
Responsibility Act of 1996. She
also is assisting the International
Human Rights Law Group in
producing a report on the imple-
mentation of U.S. obligations
under the Conven-
tion on the Elimi-
nation of All Forms
of Racial Discrimi-

nation.

Ruth B. Philips
’89, a former
public defender, is
visiting assistant
professor at the
University of Con-
necticut School of
Law. She attended
the 1998 Rome
drafting conference for the inter-
national criminal court as a
member of the Women’s Caucus
for Gender Justice, an NGO
instrumental in negotiating pro-
vistons regarding the investiga-
tion and prosecution of sexual
and gendered violence during
armed conflict. Her article, “The
International Criminal Court
Statute: Jurisdiction and Admis-
sibility,” 9 Crim. L.F (1998), is
forthcoming.

Carol Pier 98 is continuing her
1999-2000 fellowship at Human
Rights Watch in Washington,
D.C. She recently published
“Labor Rights in Chile and
NAFTA Labor Standards: Ques-
tions of Compatibility on the Eve
of Free Trade,” 19 Comp. Lab. L.

and Policy J. 185 (Winter 1998).

Nina Pillard ’87 is associate pro-
fessor of law at Georgetown Uni-
versity Law Center. On a two-
year leave from the center, she is
deputy assistant attorney general
at the Office of Legal Counsel in
the Department of Justice. Pillard
recently co-authored “Skeptical
Scrutiny of Plenary Power: Judi-
cial and Executive Branch Deci-
sion Making in Miller v
Albright,” with T. Alexander
Aleinikoff, 1999 Sup. Ct. Rev. 1;
and “Taking Fiction Seriously:
The Strange Results of Public
Officials’ Individual Liability
Under Bivens,” 87 Geo. U. L. Rew.
1, 1999 forthcoming.

Navanethem Pillay, S.J.D. 88,
has been president of the United
Nations International Criminal
Tribunal for Rwanda, based in
Arusha, Tanzania, since June
1999. She has also served on the
tribunal as the only woman on
the bench since 1995. Judge Pillay
has lectured in public law at the
University of Natal. She is the
trustee of Lawyers for Human
Rights and co-founder and hon-
orary president of the Advice
Desk for Abused Women in
South Africa and Equality Now, a
New York-based organization
that takes action against viola-
tions of women’s human rights.

Flavia Piovesan, V. F. 95, is the
coordinator of the
Human Rights
Working Group at
the General State
Attorney Office in
the State of Sao
Paulo in Brazil.
She continues to
teach constitutional
law and human
rights at the
Catholic University z
of Sao Paulo. She
is also a member of &
the Latin Ameri-
can Committee for
the Defense of
Women’s Rights (CLADEM),
among other organizations. She
has authored two books on
human rights law, Human Rights
and the Constitutional Internation-
al Law, 1996, 3rd. ed., and
Human Rights Themes (1998).

Renzo Pomi, LL.M. 98, is
deputy secretary and director of

Kerry Rittich

the legal department in the Inter-
American Court of Human
Rights in San Jose, Costa Rica.
Before that, he worked on the
final drafting of the Guatemalan
Truth Commission report.

Samantha Power ’99 is the
executive director of the Carr
Center for Human Rights Poli-
cy at the Kennedy School. She
is currently writing a book on
American political and legal
responses to genocide. She edit-
ed, with Kennedy School Pro-
fessor Graham Allison, a book
on human rights policy tools,
which will be published in Sep-
tember 2000.

Francesco Presutti, LL.M. 89,
is an administrator in the
General Secretariat of the Coun-
cil of the European Union.

He provides services to the coun-
cil bodies responsible for devel-
oping a European migration
policy.

Jamin B. Raskin "87 is a professor
of law at American University’s
Washington College of Law and
an active public interest lawyer.
His recent law review article, “Is
This America? The District of
Columbia and the Right to Vote,”
in 34 Harvard Civil Rights-Civil
Liberties L. Rev. 39 (Winter
1999), has led to a new move-
ment for voting rights in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and a lawsuit,
Alexander v Daley,
filed in 1998 by the
D.C. Corporation
Counsel. Raskin
has written a case-
book for high
school social studies
classes on the
Supreme Court’s
treatment of high
school students
called T%e High
School in the High
Court, which will be
published in the fall
of 2000.

Kerry Rittich, S.J.D. 98, is
assistant professor at the Faculty
of Law and Women’s Studies
Programme, University of Toron-
to. She is currently teaching labor
law, feminist theory and critical
race theory. Her research deals
with globalization, gender,
human rights and labor market
regulation.

——

Deidre Roney '87 retired

from the Los Angeles District
Attorney’s Office eight years ago,
to raise her two children, now
eight and five years old. She
founded and operates the com-
munity service program at her
children’s public school, where
she is also currently the PTA
president. She is helping a friend
start a charter K-8 school in the
inner city for poor, immigrant
children. She is an active
member of Amnesty Internation-
al and engaged in local work
against corporations that

pollute and in support of the
homeless.

James Ross ’85, V. F. 98, is a
humanitarian affairs advisor for
Meédecins sans Frontiéres in
Amsterdam, where he focuses on
the interrelationship between
humanitarian assistance and the
promotion of human rights in
Southeast Asia, West Africa and
the Balkans. He was a visiting fel-
low at the Human Rights Pro-
gram in 1998. Previously, he
worked on rule of law issues for
the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)
in Bosnia and with local NGOs
in Cambodia for the International
Human Rights Law Group.

Brad Roth '87 is assistant profes-
sor of political science and legal
studies at Wayne State University
in Detroit, where he teaches
courses in human rights and
international law. He is the
author of Governmental Illegit-
imacy in International Law,
Oxford University Press 1999;
and co-editor with Gregory H.
Fox of Democratic Governance and
International Law, Cambridge
University Press, 2000.

Vincent Rougeau ’88 is associate
professor of law at Notre Dame
Law School. In July, he became
associate dean for academic
affairs. His work with human
rights has been primarily through
teaching courses in public inter-
national law and by coaching law
students in the Jessup and Nia-
gara Moot Court competitions.
He is a member of the board of
St. Elizabeth’s hospital in Chica-
go, which primarily serves Latin
American immigrants.

Raul M. Sanchez '86 continues
to teach at St. Mary’s University

School of Law in his hometown
of San Antonio, Texas. He is
associate professor and director
of the Inter-American Legal
Studies Program, which focuses
primarily on human rights issues
in the Americas. His recent pub-
lications include “To the World
Commission on Dams; Don’t
Forget the Law, and Don't For-
get Human Rights—Lessons
from the U.S.-Mexico Border,”
Inter-American L. Rev. (forth-
coming); “Mexico’s Cuchillo
Dam Project: Development at
the Expense of a Healthy Envi-
ronment,” Borderlines (July
1999). Sanchez is involved in
numerous collaborative activities
with the St. Mary’s Human
Rights Clinic, which is directed
by his wife, Clinical Professor
Monica Schurtman.

Lobsang Sangay, S.J.D.
candidate, is a Tibetan scholar
and human rights activist; a for-
mer national leader of Tibetan
Youth Congress (an NGO in the
Tibetan Indian exile communi-
ty); and a visiting scholar at the

| HLS East Asian Legal Studies

Program and the Pacific Basin
Research Center of Soka
University.

Jennifer Schirmer, V. F. 86,
teaches courses on violence,
memory and reconciliation in
both Social Studies and the
Department of Anthropology at
Harvard, and is a program associ-
ate at the Weatherhead Center
for International Affairs. Her
book, The Guatemalan Military
Project: A Violence Called Democ-
racy, has been nominated for the
PIOOM Human Rights Award
in Leiden. Her current research is
concerned with transitional jus-
tice, memory, truth commissions
and reconciliation issues in
Guatemala, Argentina, Bosnia

and South Africa.

Jeffrey Selbin 89 is founder and
director of the HIV/AIDS Law
Project at the East Bay Commu-
nity Law Center in Berkeley,
California, where he works to
provide civil legal services to low-
income people with HIV/AIDS.
He recently co-authored, with
Mark Del Monte, “A Waiting
Room of Their Own: The Family
Care Network as a Model for
Providing Gender-Specific Legal
Services to Women with HIV,”

HRPF:

5:1 Duke J. Gender L. and Policy
(Spring 1998).

Mortimer Sellers 88 is professor
of law and director of the Center
for International and Compara-
tive Law at the University of Bal-
timore School of Law. The Cen-
ter’s Human Rights Law Initia-
tive and Democratic Institutions
Initiative have developed pro-
grams in Bosnia, Brazil, China,
India, South Africa and Ukraine.

Francis T. Seow, V. F. 91, cur-
rently a research fellow at the
HLS East Asian Legal Studies
Program, monitors the sociopoli-
tics of Southeast Asia, particular-
ly of Singapore and Malaysia.
His published works include 7o
Catch a Tartar: A

Dissident in Lee Kuan Yew’s
Prison, and The Media Enthralled:
Singapore Revisited. He has sever-
al other works in progress,
including one on the legal
hounding of a political opposi-
tionist in Singapore.

Raja Shehadeh, V. F. 88, prac-
tices law in Jerusalem and
Ramallah. He continues to work
in human rights, as chairman of
the board of trustees of the Cen-
ter for Palestine Research and
Studies, and as a member of the
board of the Democracy and
Workers Rights Center. Both
organizations are active in the
Palestinian Territory. In 1997, he
published From Occupation to
Interim Accords: Israel and the
Palestinian Territories, which

includes a legal analysis of the
Oslo Peace Accords.

Martin Shupack ’92 works for
the Washington Office of Men-
nonite Central Committee, an
agency of the Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ churches. He
does public policy advocacy on
international issues related to
human rights, militarism and
international economic justice.
He has written “The Demands of
Dignity and Community: An
Ecumenical and Mennonite
Account of Human Rights,”
Conrad Grebel Review 14:3 (Fall
1996): 241-58; and with Rachel
Brett, “Human Rights: Dignity,
Community, Freedom, Trans-
forming Violence: Linking Local
and Global Peacemaking,”
Robert Herr and Judy Zimmer-
man Herr, eds. 1998.
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Dan Simon, S.J.D. 90, has joined
the faculty of the law school of
the University of Southern Cali-
fornia. In the past, he taught a
course on national security and
human rights at the Faculty of
Law, Haifa University, Israel.

Jean-Marie Simon 91 is counsel
to the Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO) in Wash-
ington, D.C. She is responsible
for writing and revising PAHO
contracts for the supply of phar-
maceuticals and vaccines to
Latin American and Caribbean
nations. Between 1989-99,
Simon served on the Board of
Human Rights Watch/Americas.
Her book, Guatemala: Eternal
Spring/Eternal Tyranny, is in its
fourth printing. She is married to
Ken Anderson ’86. They are the
very proud parents of Renee,
their six-year-old daughter, who
currently is obsessed with 7v Kill
a Mockingbird and Cyrano de
Bergera.

Kim Slote 95 is founding co-
director of the Women’s Rights
Network (WRN), an interna-
tional human rights organization
based at the Wellesley Centers
for Women in Wellesley, Massa-
chusetts. WRN is a human
rights organization working to
end domestic violence and sexual
abuse and to strengthen the
global women’s human rights
movement using a combination
of training, organizing, public
education and participatory
research.

John W. Spellman, V. F. '89, is
professor of Asian Studies and
director of the Institute of Asian
Cultures, University of Windsor,

' Ontario, Canada. His research

focuses on alternative concepts of
human rights in classical India.
He serves as consultant to the
Immigration and Refugee Docu-
mentation Centre, Ottawa, and
has appeared as expert witness
and consultant in cases before
the Canadian Human Rights
Tribunal, Ontario Human
Rights Commission and the
Canadian Immigration and

Refugee Board.

Maria Stavropoulou, LL.M.
’93, is protection officer at the
UNHCR Branch Office of
Athens. Previously she worked at
the United Nations Centre for

Harvard Law School
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Human Rights on
internally displaced
persons. She has
done extensive
legal research and
writing in the arca
of refugee and
human rights law.
Her recent publica-
tions include “Dis-
placement and
Human Rights:
Reflections on UN
Practice,” 20 HRQ
515-552 (1998)
and a contribution to The Forsak-
en People, Roberta Cohen and
Francis M. Deng, eds. 1998.

J. Steven Svoboda 91 is founder
and executive director of Attor-
neys for the Rights of the Child,
where he works to protect male
and female children from all
forms of genital mutilation. In
July, he addressed an audience of
3,000 physicians on the human
rights implications of male cir-
cumcision. Recent publications
include (with F. Hodges and R.
Van Howe) “Physician Abuse
and the Public Health Exception:
Balancing Human Rights with
Public Health,” British Medical J.
(July 1999).

Marlyn Tadros, V. F.’99, was
deputy director of the Legal
Research and Resource Center
for Human Rights in Cairo, for
which she managed People’s
Rights, a human rights journal.
She currently is director of Inter-
national Programs
at the Unitarian
Universalist Ser-
vice Committee.

Mariko Takeda,
V. F.’97-'98, con-
tinues to teach
constitutional law,
human rights and
gender and law at
Kinjo Gakuin
University in
Nagoya, Japan.

She is also 2 mem-
ber of the National 3
Network Against Campus Sexual
Harassment.

STAV FREEDMAN

Daniel Thomas, V. F.’95, is
assistant professor of Political
Science at the University of Illi-
nois at Chicago, where he teaches
seminars on human rights and on
ethnic conflict and genocide. His

Human Rights Program

Maria Slavropo{slou

Marlyn Tadros

publications
include “The
Helsinki Accords
and Political
Change in Eastern
Europe,” in
Thomas Risse et
al., eds.; The Power
of H'zmm/z Rights,
Cambridge Uni-
versity Press 1999,
and The Helsink:
Effect: Infernational
Norms, Human
Rights and the
Demise of Communism, Princeton
University Press, forthcoming.

David Thronson '94 is an
instructor in the Lawyering Pro-
gram at New York University
School of Law. He recently com-
pleted two years as the Gibbons
Fellow in Public Interest and
Constitutional Law, during
which he litigated cases involv-
ing the Convention Against Tor-
ture; the scope of federal habeas
jurisdiction to review immigra-
tion matters; the constitutionality
of educational opportunities pro-
vided to urban children in New
Jersey; discrimination in New
Jersey State Police hiring prac-
tices and the use of secret evi-
dence in immigration proceed-
ings. Thronson also has served as
adjunct professor at Seton Hall
Law School, where he taught
immigration law, and as a staff
attorney at The Door’s Legal
Services Center.

Leonid Tonogin,
V. E.’90, LL.M.
’92, is currently
completing his
Ph.D. dissertation
at the Department
of Human Rights at
the Institute of
State and Law in
the Russian Acade-
my of Science. His
research focuses on
the protection of
rights in times of
national security
CrisiS.

Lee Tucker 92 is a consultant

to Human Rights Watch and

a criminal defense attorney
representing the indigent in
federal court in Tucson, Arizona.
She authored a report for
Human Rights Watch on human
rights violations against farm-

worker teens in the United
States (1999).

Deepika Udagama, V. F. 98, is
on the faculty at the University
of Colombo, Sri Lanka, where
she teaches courses on interna-
tional human rights law. She
remains extensively engaged with
the University’s Centre for the
Study of Human Rights. She
was elected as Alternate Member
from Sri Lanka to the UN Sub-
Commission on Human Rights

in 1998. She serves on the Inter- ‘

national Advisory Board of the
Human Rights Advocates based
in Berkeley, California.

Takemi Ueno '93 does pro

bono asylum work for the
Lawyers Committee for Human
Rights. She has handled a case
involving a student activist

from the Ivory Coast, and is cur-
rently advising more junior asso-
ciates at her firm on a case
involving a political activist

from Kosovo.

Alexander M. Vasilescu ‘87 was
most recently an election supervi-
sor in Bosnia with the OSCE.
Currently, he is a senior trial
counsel with the Division of
Enforcement at the United States
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission in New York.

Jose Miguel Vivanco, LL.M.
’90, is executive director of the
Americas Division of Human
Rights Watch. In the past year,
he has directed extensive
research and advocacy projects
focusing on countries including
Colombia, Argentina, Chile,
Mexico, Brazil and Cuba. He is
also adjunct professor of law at
Georgetown University Law
Center and the School of
Advanced International Studies
of John Hopkins University.

Philip Warburg "85 is deputy
director of the Israel Union for
Environmental Defense, the
country’s leading environmental
advocacy group, since January
1999. Prior to taking this post, he
was environment director of the
Isracl Cooperative Program
(ICP), a joint funding initiative
of the Dorot and Nathan Cum-
mings foundations. Joint Jewish-
Arab initiatives were an impor-
tant focus of this work, both
within Israel and in a trans-

School. ®

boundary context (Israel-Pales-
tine-Jordan).

Veronica M. White ’85 is presi-
dent and chief executive officer of
the New York City Housing
Partnership, a nonprofit organi-
zation that develops low- and
moderate-income housing in
New York City. The Housing
Partnership works to mobilize
private sector resources to address
housing and community needs,
primarily through the redevelop-
ment of city-owned land and
buildings.

Elizabeth Wilcox ’98, an honors
attorney at the U.S. Department
of the Treasury, has worked on
community development with the
Community Development Finan-
cial Institutions (CDFI) Fund,
which provides grants and loans
to community-based institutions
that provide low-income people
in the U.S. with access to credit.

John Witte Jr. ’85 is Jonas
Robitscher Professor of Law and
Ethics and Director of the Law
and Religion Program at Emory
University in Atlanta. Professor
Witte has published widely on
legal history and comparative
religious liberty. Among recent
titles are Religion and the Ameri-
can Constitutional Experiment
(1999); Proselytism and Orthodoxy
in Russia: The New War for Souls,
with Bourdeaux 1999; and Re/i-
glous Human Rights in Global Per-
spective, 2 vols, with van der
Vyver 1996.

Alicia Ely Yamin '91 is a staff
attorney and assistant professor at
the Law and Policy Project at
Columbia University School of
Public Health. She is currently on
a fieldwork assignment for the
Law and Policy Project in Lima,
Peru, working with local NGOs
to document health-related
human rights violations. She is
also on the board of directors of
Physicians for Human Rights, and
on the Committee for Scientific
Freedom and Responsibility of the
American Association for the
Advancement of Science. She
continues to publish widely on
issues of health and human rights.

Katie Zoglin '85 continues to

teach International Human

Rights Practice at Stanford Law

NEWS  (Continued from page 1)
activists and lawyers from
Chad and Senegal. In the sum-
mer of 1999, Genoveva Her-
nandez and Nicolas Seutin,
both 99 LL.M.’s, traveled to
Chad as HRP-sponsored
interns, working in a discreet
collaboration between HRW
and Chadian human rights
organizations. Through persis-
tent efforts in an extremely
complex and war-torn environ-
ment, they were able to gain
the confidence of Habre’s vic-
tims and collect basic informa-
tion necessary for a trial.

The next step was equally
delicate—Dbringing the evidence
to court in Senegal without
sending Habre into flight. This
task fell largely to another
HRP alumnus, Pascal Kambale
LIL.M. 99. “Pascal is the
unsung hero of this affair. If it
weren’t for him, we would
never have been ready to take
the case to court,” said Brody.
Kambale had spent the prior
months traveling for HRW,
first to Chad to collect victim
testimonies and then to Sene-
gal to work with local counsel.

Today, Habre is under house
arrest in Dakar. A Sencgalese
judge is preparing for a trial
that may eventually include the
crimes of torture and crimes
against humanity that the
HRP-HRW collaboration

worked to document.

Henigson Gift to
Fund Fellowships

Helping graduates to begin
human rights careers has long
been one of the Human Rights
Program’s prime goals. Thanks
to a substantial gift from
Robert 55 and Phyllis Henig-
son, the program can now start
to do that. In the academic year
2000-2001, HRP will initiate
attractive fellowships abroad for
graduating J.D. students. It will
offer two Henigson Human

Remembering Neelan Tiruchelvam

On July 29, 1999, Neelan Tiruchelvam S.J.D.
'73 was blown up in his car by a suicide
bomber in Colombo, Sri Lanka. The murder was
most likely carried out by the Liberation Tamil
Tigers of Eelam (LTTE), the unbending rebel move-
ment fighting for Tamil independence. The
tragedy sent shock waves through the many com-
munities touched by his life—political, academic

and human rights.

Tiruchelvam was a beloved and admired fig-
ure who had studied at Harvard Law School and
was to have been a visiting professor at Harvard
last autumn. He founded an internationally
known institution in Sri Lanka to study ethnic con-
flict and served as a member in the Sri Lankan
Parliament. His public and relentless work as a Tamil disagreeing with the
LTTE demand for sovereign independence and strategy of terrorism, put him
at constant risk for his fife. So did his support for a constitutional strategy of
devolution of power. He had a worldwide reputation for his efforts within
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UN bodies and elsewhere to find solutions to ethnic conflicts.

Rights Fellowships annually.
Each will carry an award of
about $20,000 to enable the
student holder to spend at least
ten months as an intern at a
human rights nongovernmental
organization in a developing
country. In a few circumstances,
such as commitment to a judi-
cial clerkship for the year after
graduation, the program will
allow students to defer the
work abroad for one year.

The program anticipates
intense student interest in these
fellowships, given their intrinsic
importance and their capacity

MAMAWADUCE

to heighten their holders’
chances for finding ongoing
human rights work.

Joffe’s Dedication
Inspires Others

Students sometimes look for
role models among graduates
who have achieved a great deal
in the profession, while main-
taining their deep commitment
to the public interest. Robert
Joffe '67, presiding partner at
Cravath, Swaine and Moore in

New York City, fits the bill. |

At a memorial service orga-
nized by HRP at Harvard Law
School last September, his family
joined about seventy-five guests in commemorating his
life. Dean Robert Clark, Anthropology Professor Stanley
Tambiah, President Clarence Dias of the International
Centre for Law in Development, HLS Professor Roberto
Unger, HRP Director Henry Steiner and Tiruchelvam'’s
son, Mithran Tiruchelvam, gave short tributes. “The
schemes of reform | liked to discuss with him he consid-
ered with benevolent skepticism,” said Professor Unger,
his classmate from HLS. “He understood, intuitively and
from the outset, what it has taken me so long to appre-
ciate: that all such plans come to nothing unless we
achieve them on the ground of human reconciliation.”

A video version of the memorial is available at
:Jg www.law.Harvard.edu/Programs/HRP.

Some 350 people
(above) observed

a moment of silence
for Neelan Tiruchel-
vam (below) at

the opening of
HRP’s anniversary
celebration.

Joffe manages a career that
moves from one demanding
task for his clients to another.
But he’s never been too busy to
give time to his pro bono litiga-
tion and other work on human
rights issues. It was natural for
him to become interested in
HRP and human rights at the
Law School. Tt was equally
natural for the program to ask
him to participate in its
celebration as a panelist on
issues of globalization and
human rights.

Joffe has also become a val-
ued alumni advisor. “Three

Harvard Law School




TERNATIONAL
MAN R\GHTS
CcO NTEXT LAW

DMAN

o\
Robert Joffe \l A

GUSTAV FRE!

cheers for the Human Rights
Program,” Ife says. “It’s great
news for legal education, for
the legal profession and for
human rights.”

Among his other public-
interest commitments are
memberships on the board of
directors of the Lawyers Com-
mittee for Human Rights, the
advisory board of Human
Rights Watch/Africa and (as a
Clinton appointee) the board
of the Romanian American
Enterprise Fund.

Steiner-Alston Issue
2nd Edition

First published in 1996 by
Oxford University Press, Inter-
national Human Rights in Con-
text, by Henry Steiner and
Philip Alston, has become the
world’s leading coursebook on
the universal human rights
movement. Widely known and
consulted, the book has been
used as the assigned text for
classes in universi-
ties in a surprising
number of coun-
tries—dominantly
the United States,
the United King-
dom and Com-
monwealth coun-
tries, but also on
the continent
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1,300 pages will be published
this summer. The Human
Rights Program will distribute
the book without charge to sev-
eral hundred leading human
rights academics, activists and
NGOs in Africa, Asia, Latin
America and the Middle East.

Committee Boosts
Campus Network

The University Committee on
Human Rights Studies, estab-
lished by Harvard’s Provost in
1994, is responding to the
recent growth in human rights
activities at Harvard by pro-
moting cooperation and net-
working among university fac-
ulties and departments, accord-
ing to its chair, Henry Steiner.

The committee has started
work on an agenda that
includes such proposals as 1)
having a visiting professor
appointed and shared by two or
more faculties; 2) arranging for
visiting fellows to spend time at
different faculties during their
stay; 3) devising rescarch pro-
jects involving fellows and grad-
uate students at different facul-
ties, departments and centers;
and 4) creating an interactive
community of faculty, graduate
students and visiting fellows
from all over the university who
look at human rights questions
from different perspectives.

“Rooting human rights work
in individual faculties remains
vital,” says Steiner. “That’s
where teaching is based, where
communities of interest can
best grow and where scholar-
ship can become a tradition.
But there’s also much that we
can do at the university level to
expand the courses and other
activities that students in any
one faculty can draw on, to
facilitate interdisciplinary
research proposals and to avoid
wasteful duplication.”

‘When HRP was formed in
1984, it was the only such cen-

(Continued on page 40)

Reflecting on
Life at HRP

By CATRIONA DREW

PHOTOGRAPHS BY
JUSTIN ALLARDYCE KNIGHT

Boarding the plane home
in a postsabbatical haze, |
recalled my sense of curiosi-
ty as | arrived at the Human
Rights Program (HRP) a mere
six months earlier. As a visit-
ing fellow pursuing a
research project on self-deter-
mination of peoples, | was
keen to find out more about
my prospective academic
environment: What did the
Human Rights Program do
exactly? What would | do?
Who would the other visiting
fellows be2 Would | have
any inferaction with stu-
dents? What did the Associ-
ate Director, Peter Rosenblum
do? Would | work with
Director Henry Steiner? And
who were the mysterious
Anje Van Berckelaer and
Susan Culhane?

Like most visiting fellows at
HRP, | first encountered Anje
through her patient and
polite use of email. Yes, |
had missed every possible
deadline for submitting forms
for the dreaded United
States visa application. Yes,
she would do everything she
could to accelerate the
process on my behalf. Yes,
she would send me a
replacement for my (lost} list
of affordable housing in the
Cambridge/Boston area.
No, really, | wasn't being
any trouble.

One flight later than
expected, | finally arrived at
the end of july 1999 to dis-
cover Anje pronounced

Anya not Angie) in person: a
twenty-something woman
whose control over the office
and more crucially, Peter
Rosenblum, was manifest
from the start. Within hours,
she had me all fixed up with
everything from an email
account fo a bicycle lock.
And as | unpacked my things
in my spacious and, as yet,
unpopulated visiting fellows’
office in HRP’s quarters,

| looked forward to what |
imagined would be a soli-
tary period of uninterrupted
research.

Two topics dominated con-
versation in my early days at
HRP. The first was HRP's fif-
teenth-year anniversary cele-
bration to be held that Sep-
tember. The second, dis-
cussed in sad tones, was the
impending departure of Pro-
gram Adminstrator Susan
and Program Assistant Anje,
both of whom were due to
leave HRP in 2000. And in
the weeks that followed, as |
(always the unhelpful specta-
tor) witnessed the two
women’s mammoth deploy-
ment of logistical support for
the September celebration, |
began to share in the institu-
tional sense of alarm that life
in HRP could not possibly go
on without them.

Who else, for example,
would be able to cope with
the inimitable working habits
of Pefer? As associate direc-
tor director, Peter heads up
the clinical side of HRP,
teaches a seminar on human
rights advocacy and receives
a daily deluge of phone calls
and visitors, from student
human rights “wannabes” to
transiting activists returning
from the field. How did one

man deal with so much?

If Anje maintained the visi-
ble order, it was Susan who
was responsible for all that
seemed to happen without
human intervention. She was
famous in the Law School for
her deft handling of the
world’s prickliest per-
sonalities. Rooms
were arranged, funds
shifted, events orga-
nized, all in a seem-
ingly effortless way.
Unless, of course, you
happened to be there
after hours to witness
all that went on
behind the scenes.

As for the “solitary”
period of research, |
am thankful to say it
was more research
than solitude. For
starters, there were
the other visiting fel-
lows, each with a
research project fo
discuss more com-
pelling than my own.
| even got an officemate, a
Japanese Fulbright Scholar
who was studying the rights of
the child together with (or so it
seemed to me) the collected
works of Harvard Law Profes-
sor Martha Minow. Then there
was the unexpected presence
of Henry who, driven from his
own office by building renova-
tions, had sought refuge in the
makeshift conditions of HRP's
library. And just when the
unthinkable happened and |
began to miss my students
back home, there appeared
the (student) editorial team of
the Harvard Human Rights
Journal, enriching our lives
with a never-ending supply of
tales fresh from the human
rights field—and cookies fresh
from the stove. My own

research project benefited
immeasurably from the
contributions of these col-
leagues—from the rigor-
ous questioning and
debate of the fortnightly
fellows’ lunches to the
more daily discourse over
a cup of coffee.

As | took my seat on the
plane back to Glasgow,
sad to be leaving, | real-
ized | had forgotten to set
up my auto-response and
email forwarding systems.
Would Anje or Susan do it
for me2 | would email
them when | got home.

Catriona J. Drew is lecturer in
Public International Law at the
School of Law, University of
Glasgow, Scotland.

A hotbed of almost constant activity
from morning to night, HRP's office
serves as both workplace and home-
away-from home to visiting fellows,
students and staff, (Clockwise from
top lefi): Anje Van Berckelaer and Pefer Rosenblum prep for the day’s
onslaught; visiting fellows, including this story's author, Catriona Drew (second
from left), pause for a group grin; Susan Culhane juggles two things at once;
Harvard Human Rights Journal co-editor Mirna Adjami (lefi) gets fesdback on
a brief from clinic director Deborah Anker; fellow Daniela Dohmes-Ockenfels
stares down her paperwork; Van Berckelaer offers a helpful ear; and students
Sabrineh Ardalan and Melanca Clark discuss future internships.
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The Speakers’ Roster

Major events like the
release of the South

African Truth and Reconcil-

iation Report or the arrest
of General Augusto
Pinochet drew large audi-
ences to talks sponsored
by HRP last year. HRP also
helped to organize a
series of talks, exhibits
and "happenings" across
the university campus for
the fiftieth anniversary of
the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. Some of
the year's speakers were:

Upendra Baxi, former Vice
Chancellor, University of Delhi

Reed Brody, Human Rights
Watch

Gerald Gillerman ‘52,
Massachusetts Court of
Appeals, on his mission fo
Arusha

Julia Harrington ‘95,
[nstitute for Human Rights and
Development, the Gambia

Leroy Littlebear, Harvard
University Native American
Program

Theodor Meron, New York
University School of Law

Aryeh Neier, President,
Open Society Institute

Francois-Xavier Nsan-
swera, former Chief Prose-
cutor of Kigali

Dimitrina Petrova, Direc-
tor of European Roma Rights
Center

Paul van Zyl, Executive Sec-
refary, South African Truth and
Reconciliation Commission

Ka Hsaw Wa, founder and
Director, EarthRights Interna-
tional (Burma)

Bostjan M. Zupancic, Jus-
tice of the Constitutional
Court of Slovenia

Human Rights Program

James Culhane, was born
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ter or program at Flarvard. In
1993, the Frangois-Xavier Bag-
noud Center for Health and
Human Rights was established
at the School of Public Health,
and six years later the Kennedy
School created the Carr Center
for Human Rights Policy. An
impressive number of professors
in other faculties now give
much of their time and thought
to human rights issues. Student
involvement throughout the
university has greatly increased
over the last decade.

The composition of the
eleven-member committee
illustrates the growth in Har-
vard’s involvement in human
rights. The committee draws
on the Law School and on ten
other faculties and depart-
meuts, from the Divinity
School to the Business School,
from the Anthropology
Department to the Govern-
ment Department, from the
School of Public Health to the
Kennedy School.

Susan Culhane
Departs HRP

After five years with the
Human Rights Program, Susan
Culhane left in February to give
birth to her second child and to
become a fulltime mother.
Susan P. Sessler, who has
worked elsewhere at Harvard
University, replaces her as pro-
gram administrator.

In 1995, Culhanc was hired
as program assistant, but within
a year had assumed the
role of program adminis-
trator. Her life changed
dramatically during her
years at HRP. She was
married in 1996 and had
her first child, Jack, in
1998. Her second, Andrew

on Feb. 9. “Susan was such
a vital part of HRP” said
Director Henry Steiner. “It

wasn't just that she was so
super-competent as administra-
tor. Susan was a great, cheerful,
humane companion who made
life better for all who worked
with her.”

Sessler brings to HRP a var-
ied background in printing pro-
duction management, engineer-
ing contract management, edu-

cational market rescarch and
software development adminis-
tration. She worked as comput-
er coordinator for Harvard Uni-
versity Division of Continuing
Education in the 1980s. She
was cmployed at the University
Library Preservation Center
and the Harvard-Yenching
Library before joining HRP.

One Foot in the Activist World

Associate Director Peter Rosenblum
spent eight years in the human rights
movement before joining HRP, and he
confinues to keep a foot in the acfivist
world. He has been a member of the
UN Secretary General's advisory
committee on the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo, testified several
times to Congress on the Great Lakes
region of Africa and advised foundations supporting human
rights NGOs around the world. “I like to believe that my

PETER BOSENBLUM

activism gives a realworld edge to all of my inferaction with
students: teaching, advising them on careers, orienting them to
internships or developing clinical projects,” he said.

In the last year, Rosenblum traveled several times to Africa
for various organizations, including the InterParliamentary
Union and Human Rights Watch. “Wherever | go, | am on
the lookout for interesting projects and interesting organiza-
tions for students,” he explained.

Two exciting new projects in Africa—the prosecution of the
former leader of Chad, Hissein Habre, and the complex

Images from a
recent visit to
Cameroon include
women from the

advocacy surrounding the Chad-
Cameroon pipeline project—grew out
of his travels. Another project on nation-
al human rights commissions has

northwest province evolved as a collaboration with Human
(above) and Peter Rights Watch, involving many current
Rosenblum (below), | qnd former HRP students.

who met with leaders
of the area to discuss
conflict, human

Rosenblum has also lectured on
humanitarian law and human rights

rights and tradifional | Gcross the country and abroad during

authority and left

with new a robe.

the past year. He taught for the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross in

Warsaw, deliv-
ered talks to the
African Studies
Association and
traveled to
South Africa to
participate in
teaching in a
novel African
LL.M. program
at the University
of Pretoria.
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Funds ror

THE FHuture

Program need $10 million in en-
dowment funds? The answer leaps
out of every page of this publication. With significant exceptions, particularly teachers’
salaries for the human rights curriculum, HRP’s funds must cover the school’s human rights activities:
the costs of HRP staff and the human rights work the program promotes, including fellowships, in-
ternships, conferences, publications, research and career advice.

Human rights work at Harvard Law School has grown greatly during the program’s life, to the point
where the annual budget approaches $400,000. Regular activities and special projects have expanded,
students and visiting fellows have grown in number and staff has increased. Human rights at Harvard
is no longer an unproved venture; it is part of the school, entrenched and productive, a valued addition
to education and training for careers. The program’s achievements have earned it the respect of the in-
ternational human rights community.

HRP has built 2 modest endowment that helps toward meeting the budget. A substantial increase
in endowment funds is now needed to ensure the program’s survival. To achieve that goal, Harvard Law
School has launched a drive to raise $10 million to $12 million for HRP over the next few years. In
hand are a matching pledge of $1 million and a deferred gift funded at $2.25 million. These are great
starts that we hope will spur others to help HRP meet its goal.

What purposes will the increased endowment serve?

A professorial chair in human rights: In practical terms, a chair commits HLS to keep the program
and its initiatives alive through successive professorial appointments. It also has symbolic importance,
demonstrating to our students and to the outside community the high regard that one of the world’s
leading academic institutions attaches to human rights work.

Student summer human rights internships and post-graduate fellowships: Internships cover out-
of-pocket costs (or costs not covered by other school programs) that enable about twenty students an-
nually to work during the summer with human rights organizations around the world. Funds are need-
ed to increase the number of internships and to open internships fully to the program’s foreign gradu-
ate students,

Visiting fellows: Most fellows come from developing countries and are generally without resources
to finance their stay of four to eighteen months at HLS. Currently, HRP can offer only modest help.
In the past, extraordinary people have been accepted as fellows but have been unable to attend for lack
of adequate funds. The program must do better to attract the most promising applicants.

Clinical work and related student research: As interest in clinical experience has increased, so have
the opportunities offered by HRP. Students work with a variety of organizations, providing research,
sharing ideas and participating in everything from writing briefs to organizing meetings to presenting
position papers. Additional funds will improve this kind of hands-on experience.

HRP projects and scholarly contributions: The roundtable discussions, conferences, retreats and
their related publications require special funding outside the regular budget. HRP seeks to supplement
projects that have foundation support and to fund other projects independently.

Fellowships for graduate students doing human rights work: The success of HRP depends partly
on the ability of the school to attract excellent foreign students who will return to their countries to pur-
sue human rights careers. LL.M. and S.J.D. students often require substantial support for tuition and
living expenses. These funds will be allocated in cooperation with the school’s Graduate Committee and
will supplement Harvard financial aid, thus securing for HRP and the school outstanding students who
otherwise could not attend.

For information on how to participate in the campaign, please contact the Human Rights Program
office at 617-495-9362 or by email at HRP@law.harvard.edu.




